Of cheende of this 


worlde,and the ſeconde commyng 


of Chr iſt, a comfortable and neceſſary 


Diſcourſe , mecete | for theſe mi —_— aud 
PET "MEOTOns aaves : "mc onſu 1104-11100 whereo! 9 
certayne fpeciall Prognoſtications, | 
probable conferences of tymes , fu- 


ture inclinations of the ftarres, 
and pecultare renolme 


figs 0 f | yeeres, 


with other matter hereunto incident, 
and theſe wonderfully in all popnts agree» 


yng,are alleged: togeather with an exhoz- 
cation vato watchfulnelle, 


1, PETER, 4. 


E The enae of all thinges ts at hande, be yee 
ſober ther fore, and watch vnto prayer, 


£,VEY. 320, 


q VVarch continually and pray,cthat ve may be woorthy 
w eſcape -the't thy nges that (hall come , and 
that yee may Rand before the lonne « fron, 
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4 Imprinted at London , mh pnto 


the three Cranes in the Vuutree, "MM An- 
arew CAMaunſel aw ellyng in Pay! es Church - 
yarde,at the Signe of the Parrer. 
eAnno Doman, 1 57 7. 


VERSES WRITTEN BY 
THEODORE BEZE, VPON 


THE NEW STARRE, WHICH 
APPFAREAD IN -£«: F771 & 7 


OVR LOAD GOD 1573, A ND.1S7}. 


J fs it Comete new, which voyde of hatef.«l hue,or furious gleame, 
FL th brig rbrly ſormng ſhewa ut ſelfe with golden ghteermry beams, 
mat hap toearthit dvoth portend, the God of Gods dooth bnowe: 
And when due tyme ſhal once appr och theffets themſelues ſhall ſhow, 
Bat it mans wyt car: any deale foreſee what ſhall enſue, 
It Þr.1l nat be offence for mee, ſuch things by ſearch to viewe, 
Thi, is that Starre,which to the Cirte ſmall of Dauwd Kyng, 
The three 1Wy/e men ſometyme from out the Eaſt dyd thither br yo. 
And thut which once wh# Chriſt was borne,did leade the with his lrohs 


Returnyng now declares thu Chriſt returnes agayne in might. 
Wherefore you bleſſed crne of Samtes, and ooUy men, be e/. ud, 

» And bloody tyrant Herode , ſtande mn feare , and be thou (ad. | 

| 

SFOTASTE 24 j 


CHowe long taryeſt thou Lode, holy and rue, tordge and wy 
aucnge our blood oa them that dwall vache cart? 


Tothe moſt reuerende Fathers 1n 
Chrift, Edmond by the permiſ510n 


of almighty God, Archbyſhop of Canterbu- 
rie,C3c. and John Biſhop of London,T homas 
Rogers wiſneth the true felientie of 
this life and eternal happy= 
weſſe by the commyrg 
of Chriite. 


_- 


="JT was the ſaying of Cambſer, 
7% (reuercnd,, and in Chriſt moſt 
ZArl| honorable Fathers)that Cities 
TY. \ woulde flouriſh wel in proſpe- 

W YI ricic, if the inhabitcrsot them 
were watchfall , and [tyll ima- 
gined their enemyes to be at 
hande,” That whiche he ſayde, 
tor the proſperous eltate of a 
common Weale , dyd our 5a- 
uiour ſaye , for the happye ſuccefle of all Chriltans. And 
both cende toſhewe , that whether we reſpeGethe ſate- 
tie ot our bodyecs here on this earth , or the (aluation ot 
our ſoules in the kingdome of Chriite, wee maye nor be 
1 our callyngs cyther ydle,carelcile, or ſecure. But yer, 
ſuche1s our nature, we rathcr obey the woordes of Cam. 
b5ſes, tortemporall proſperitie , then the warnyng of 
Chriſte , foreternal happyneſſe. Whereby it comes to 
paſle , that we haue commonly fayre bodves . but defor- 
med foulcs : much goods , bur litle goodnefle + and glo- 
rious wee ſceme in the ſightof men outwardly , but o+ 
dious inwardly in the eyes of God . Fer it is harde to 
fynde a man (fayth «Ariforle, ) whiche in profperitie is 
not proude, di{daynfull,and arrogant: of which ſort are 
they, whom ſtrength, whom riches, whom Clientes, 
whom aufthoritic, whom fauour of men hath exalted, 
And {oenioying theyr hartes defyre , they are of thys 
| mynd, 
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minde, that no aduerſitie can hurte them , And what is 
that; but as Par fayd , The vngodly hath fayd in hys 
hart, tuihe , Iſhzll neuer be caſt downe, there ſhall ne 
hirme happen vnto me . Bur the fayreit Oke 1s ſooneſt 
cur downe : "the fatrelt Oxe is readyelt for laughter: 
and the telicitic of tooles,, is theyr owne deſtruction. 
For how ſodainely dco they conſume, vaniſh , and come 
to fearetullende: yea, cucnas adreamearethey , when 
one awaketh, | 

As our Sauiour thought the doctrine agaynſt ſecuri- 
tic, molt profitable tor his Diſciples, and all mankinde: 
So hath his faythtull ſcruant the Author of this booke, 
ſuppoſed the ſame molt neceſlary to be ſpoken of , in 
theſe miſcrable dayes, And this was the cauſe and ende 
wheretore this Treatiſe was firſt written, namely, that by 
reciting the ſignes and tokens of dangers imminente, 
and of the worldes deſtruftion, he might draw the wic- 
ked from ſecuritie, and driue them to a care of godly- 
neſle and vertue , A godly, zcalous, and learned woorke, 
and gratetull, nodoubt, to all good men . Hippocrates 
forewarned the Grecians of a greeuous plague , which 
was nigh athand , and for his good admornition he was 
honoured as Hercx/er, and obeyed as a God. The A- 
thenians tor telling them the perils whiche they were like 
to fall into, crected to Beroſus a goodlye Image, with a 
golden tongue . The Grecians to Hippocrates , and the 


Athenians to Reroſue were neuer lo bound , as all Chriſti. 


ans to Scheltcon, tor this learned booke . For herein the 
tokens of the ruine, not of one Citic , as of «Athens : nor 
of &nc Countrie, as of Grece - but of all the world, are 
ſer downe, And here may be ſcene the wayes topreuent 
the deſtruction, not of body alone, as were thoſe of Hep- 
perrates and Beroſie, but of body and ſoule from eucr- 
la'tingpaine in the pyt of hell . Sothat more cauſe haue 
Chriltians to be thanketull ro this author, than were the 
Athenians and Grecian, to both them , Notwithſtan- 
; | ke 
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ding he defireth not(though his deſerts be vnſpeakable) 
to be honoured with the rites of Herewler ({uch idalatric 
he abhorreth ) nor to be keptin memorie with a glort- 
ous Image (fuch mcmoriall he mifiiketh ) he onely cra- 
ucth that Chriſtans would weigh what is ſayd , and loke 
tothem (clues : hee {ceketh the {aluarion of all , not hys 
owneglory . But hoaweſocuer he beeltcemde of others, 
I truſt your Lordihips will like ot this woorke : and fo 
like it, that ye will allowe it : and (o alloweit, thatvee 
will both againſt the cuill woordes of the enutous, and 
the captious tongues of malicious perſons , willingly 
protect it. It pleaſed the Author, to x 47 for Patrons , at 
the firit, two noble Earles : but me thinkes, none ſo mcer 
for defence thereot , being a Spirituall Diſcourſe, as Spi- 
rituall men : and becaulc it tendes tothe cutting away 
ot ſecuritie, who better Patrons than they, whoſe ofthice is 
to be vigilant , whereof they haue their names ? And 
among Bithoppes, who fitter than they, whoſe authort- 
tie 1s ſuch,as none may better, and zeale ſo great, as none 
will ſooner ({ecke ,- and promore the glorye of God: 
Wherefore I trult , both becauſe it is diuine , yout Lord- 
ſhippes will vouchſate:and becauſe it was wel accepted by 
two worthy men,(but yet Temporal ) your honours wyll 
much more willingly allowe the ſame , being Spirituall. 
And that you may doo {o, God, tor whoſe glory it was 
firſt made,and 1s now tranſlated , put into your myndes. 


Your Graces and Lordſhips moſt 
humbl- at commaundement, 
Tham.u KR ers, 


ut, Ts 


«To the vnt werſall Church through- 
ont the world , the:inolt holy and chaſt daughter 
of S jon and entirely belowed pouſe of leſs Chriſt 
the Sonne of God, King of all Kings, 

Health, and comfort m the holy (þi- 
riut,and the ſpeeare COM myYNyg 0 f 
her brydegrome, &xc. 


— =; Amnot ignorant ({weet Sion daughter 
Gay Care, » TYP | FERIA of the celeſtial Hicruſalem,and entirely 
a; | "| beloued ipouſe of Chrilt} in how great 


miſcries thou haſt been plunged now a 
4X2 long ryme, forthe lacke of thy kynd 8& 
ES louyng husband. Which,notwithſtan- 
| ding thou art blacke and browne , by 
reaſon of the extreme heate of the Sun, 
and light of God the father, ro which ( as yet ) rhou canſt 
not approche, yer onely,with al his hart embraceth thee, 
Pa. 5, as his triend,for fairenes,pcereles: & as his wite, for beau- 
tic , ſurpaſsing. For thy blackneſſe, by his holy ſpirite,he 
hath turned into beautifulneſle, and rhy vnſcemely ſpots 
ot ſinne,by his precions blood,are no whyrt ſeene,and by 
his holy ſpirit he hath wonderfully adorned thee within, 
andendued thee with the holy Ghoſt , and the ſeale of 
x.m.s, beleete, fothatnowe thou canſt not doubr bur that he is 
both faythfull, and favours thee with all his harte, And 
yetit greatly greeues thee , that thy glory which thou w1- 
theſt tor , thy comfort which thou hopeſt tor , and thy 
king and bridegrome tor whom thou fo lookeſt and lon- 
et tor, is ſo long from thce : And no marueyle : tor it18 
the propertie of a faythtull loucr , rot quictly to beare 
the abſence , butardently to defire the preſence \, rhe 
pleaſaunt ſpeach , and louyng embracyngs of her belo- 
ned, Andyctmolt of all it grecues thee to ſee the ſhame= 
eſſe boldneſſe of that abominable {trumpet the whoore 
of Babylon, which bluſherh not to call her ſelfe the one- 
ly ſpouſe of thy Chriſt : and to cal thee an harlor, to boalt 
of kerexternal beauue, and to caſtin thy teeth thy _- 
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To the Church, 
ward deformitie : to bragge of her antiquitie, fame and 
glorious eltate, and to tel thee of thy nouclty, pouertie, 
and milcrie . Hence it commeth, that thou art no where 
in quietfrom ſuch taunts and chidings,nor thy members 
any where fate from her bloodie periecution. Hence it 15, 
that before the world , which is the Son of this naughtte 
huſwife , thou art contemned, hated, and atflit<d:and 
theasthe Queeae of heauea is adored, loued, and ad- 
uaunced : with her haue all nations committed tornica- 
tion, and the Kings ofthe carth haue become trantike 
with Idolatrous wine of her poyſoned doctrine : And 
hence commecth thy dzepe fighes, thy mournfull coun- 
tenance , and the intolerable vexation of minde which 
thou artin, Hence it is, that thou canſt not be meery. Burt 
comfort thy ſelte,faintnot (thou beloued of Chrilt) for 
thy husband tor thy ſake hath made her naughrtines too 
be knowen, and ſhe which was fo loued,is now hated: 
and was glorious for her externall fairnes , is now be- 
come odtous tor her ſpirituall filthines . Haue pacience 
therefore buta little while , and thou ſhalt ſee her to be 
of none accomprt : for thy louer inwhom thoudeligh- 
relt, (hall bring her to ſuch ſhame, as the ſhall not be able 
toſhowe her head out of hell , when thou ſhalt be in glo- 
ry with thy beloued, e 

Nowe wyl | make thee priuie with whom this naugh- 
typacke ('which nowe is many wayes knowen toall the 
world(hath had todo along while ſince , Firſtſhelettro 
fauour thee, and began to fancie the wicked doArine of 
the Gentiles ; her baude, and thy ſworne enemy . Iohn a 
yery friend of your husbandes, and moſt familiar with 
him, /--»in his Revelation did foretell, that immediat- 
ly (after he had ſeene an Angell flying thorowe the midſt 
of h:auen crying with alou4 voyce, Woe, Woe, \Voe, to 
the inhabitants of the erth ) fromthe other voyces of 
thoſe thiee Angels, which were yct to ſound, the fift An- 
gell dyd tirlt ſvunde , and he faw a [tare tiling vpon the 

carth, 
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in Epiſtle, 
earth , which was the fall of the Popes holines, from ce- 
leſtiall , too carthly things , and hauing the keyes not of 
heaucn , nor of Perer, (as he dooth vaynely boaſt) but of 
the botromleſſepit, the pit of hell, Which when he had 
opcned,there came out great abundance ot Locuſtes in- 
to the earth, & had for their king, one whoſe name was 
in Hcbrue Abadaon, in Greeke Apollyon. To this wicked 
king did that whoore of Zaby/on plight her tayth , ioyne 
her ſelfe, and altered the name of the Empyre , fo that at 
lengrh the flourthing eſtare of the old Empyre vaniſhed, 
and he became the chiefe among al Chriſtian kings . But 
whathappened afterward ? Theſe Locultes , to wit , that 
intinite and horrible crewe of idle prelates, Pricites and 
Friers , with their abhominable king the Pope of Rome, 
(whom Pa»/dooth cal , the ſonne of perdition ) aſcen- 
ded from hell , and brought with them, not the pure 
dofrine of Gods word , but the poyſoncd leflons of 
dinels,' & ſo by the hlthy ſmoke of talſe opinions, ob- 
ſcured the Sonne of righteouſneſle,and infected the who- 
leſome ayre of Chriſtes Goſpel, Bur now would you haue 
them better deſcribed? Forſooth they are for their into- 
lerablepride and threatnings, like vrito horſes , prepared 
tothe battaile : womens hayre they haue , becauſe they 
arc in dealings light, in behautour wanton : Lyons teeth, 
for their crneltie; ſhieldes as it were of iron, tonote their 
obſtinacie : In wordes they ſeemed curteous, and there- 
fore they had the faces of men, but in deede they prooued 
villanous , and therefore they had in their railes the 
ſting of Scorpions . Theſe made a noyſe as it were of 
many wings,which noted the fame of the Popes holines. 
And theſe had powerto hurt, and yet not al things, but 
onely men, and yetnot all men, but thoſe which had not 
the marke of God in their forcheads , And yet they could 
not plagne at their pleaſure, but in cerrayue monethes: 
and thoſe not in Winter, but in ſomer. So thou ſcelt O 
daughter of Sion , pure and ynſported Virgin , to _ 
was 
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this vile ſtrumpet Rome,which according to $4: pro- 

eſic is become Rume(that is, violence or crueltic) hath 
coupled her ſelfe, with whom the hath played the harlot, Lac.tb,7. 
and is become drunken with the bloud ot Martyrs , f{it- ©t-*5+ 
ting vpon that ſcucn headed beaſt horrible un ſight, and 
in deede molt cruel. 

Now marke I beſcech thee, and call too mynde the 
woordes of thy beloued, which gaue his Apoliles to vn- 
deritand,thart before his comming , (meaning betore he 
celebrates his mariage in the kingdome ot his almighty 
father(the ſound of the Goſpel as it were by a Trumper, 
ſhould be heard throughout all the world, that ſo, both ,,,, 
the number of thy friendes might be greatly multiplied, / 
and this child of perdition by the final cnd of all things, 
and his famous comming , vtterly abolithed , Which 
things too thy comfort thou maylt perceaue to be come 
to paſſealready , cuen about the ſixt houre or middle of 
the ſixt day, or ſix thouſand yeare of the worldes creati- 
on . Thouſceſt how the voyce of the Goſpell hath ſoun- 
ded in al quarters of the world, thou ſee{t how that ſonne 
of perdition with the whore of Saby/on fitting vypona ,,. _ 
purpled and blody beaſt, is by the breath of Gods word 
confounded : thou ſeelt alſo (wnich is moſt to thy glory 
and their perpetuall prayſe ) how the kings ofthe earth 
(which were ſometime the tenne hornes and vpholders 
of that beaſt by whom ſhe receyued both ſuch aucthority 
that ſhe might perſecute. and ſuch titles, that (he was ho- 
nored as a Goddefle, and reucrenced as the Queene of 
heauen ) thouſceſtI ſay , whom they dyd honour as a 
Queene, how they doo hate for a Queane : and whom 
they dyd reuerence lyke a Goddefle, how they renounce 
a> the greateſt enemy to godlines: and whom they dyd 
by an ignorant zeale inrich with all things that myghr 
cauſe herto bein the ſight of all men glorious , how they 
worthily impouerith , and endeuour by all meares to 4 
make her odious, Sothatthe number is greate which 

A 1. knowe 
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know and confeſle thee to be the true and faxthful fpauſe 
of Chriftt . Which,God grauntas they 1n mouthes con- 
telle to tauour thee , foin manners they may expreile 
C hriltianitic ; andas they ſpeake well , foatno tyme 
they may be ſeduced eyther | by the vainc plcaſures ot this 
world,or by ſubualc ſna res of the diuel , from louyng thee, 
\\ herfore triumph nowe thou daughter of $10n , rc1oycc 
daughter of Hicralalem,thou daughter of PEACE TELOYCE, 
For behol:l th; husband the kyng wyl come, thy ſautour 
wylt come to thee, and that certay nely : and ſhortly he 

ll come,but not poorcly and ikea ſcruant, as before, 
bat Bea Soucraign » lykea Kyng of all Kyngs , in ma- 
jeſtic triumphyng , in muche glory, accompanyed with 
Archangels, and al the hoalt of heauen,in the cloudes he 
wyl come,that {5 he may be reuenged yppon his enumes, 
and headlong calt that harlot, and that kyng of Locultes 
the ſonne of perdirion , the image of the beaſt and falſe 
Prophet , mto that burnyng fornace of vnquencheable 
fyre: but his chieteſt commyng ſhalbe to drawc thee 
vnto hym,and to bring theeinto his bedchamber, w acre 
all forowe and ſighyng layde apart , thou ſhalt enioye 
the pleaſaunt peach, and ſweere imbracementes of thy 
louyng husband, and ſhalt be beautihed with all! celeſtial 
benefres which haue been appoynted for thee ſince the 
beginnyng of the worlde. Whiche being (0, I thought 
nor byng w ould be more grate'ull ynto thee, norbetter 
recreate thee in theſe thy troubles , then to learne ſome 
certayne tokens, and heare mfall:|bletidyngs of thy huf- 
bandes returne . The conſ{tleration wherot , hath cau- 
fed me for thy comfort , by writyng ro place before your 
eyes ſuch yndoubtcd fignes of his commyng , although 
I willhot take vpon metotell the very honre, day, and 
yeare ( which is knowen to God 2lone ) that exfily you 
wyl bele:ue and perſwade your cite, that it wyllnot be 
long betore he com-: This day wyll he viſite thee before 


the Sunne be ſet, of which, the molt partis conſumed, 
ncone 
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noone is paſt, iris now one of theclocke, & therfore his 
comming mult needes be nygh . Theſe and fuch lyke 
things you ſhall perceyue to be handledin this booke, 
Where I haue erred, amend the fault, and forgevethe 
maker : (tor too your iadgement I irbiamutre mee) which 
is the onely thing I dchire, atrerT hauc obtayned your 
earneſt prayers too your beloved , in my behalte, that! 
may accompany you ! nthe tuith, a: id ſpiritual bleſsings, 
with which in Chrilt through the meere grace ot Go 4 
the father you are eſpecially adorned : and that with you 
I may have the ſame communion of all ccleſtiall beneti- 
ts,and be partaker of the kingdome of Chrilt, and 
God the tather , Fare you well, and 
God graunt you nowc and cuermo- 
re the quictnefle of mind & per- 
perual delight, with cuer- 
laſtyng comfort in 
Chnilt , by the 
holye Ghoſte. 
Amen. 
From Emden, 
A u, 
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I ed 4 al | w1nes s WMOAC IS FROYE odjores before 
od hen is mcredulriie ©; donbring both of d1- 
Ahuie promiſes and threatnmge, notwithlading 
MI hat the world and hypocrnes (placing all re- 
A by10n in external behautonr © ceremonies, 
= all bk the comtrary , Becauſe that from that, 

«0 $ prong al /pmmes 2 of. doubting bath of God , On m G od , and al 

wirbednes els what ſocner: ſo that we may wel afjirme mntruſt 
to be the cauſe of all ewils . For who us there ſo extremely mad, 
that willing ly would defile hymſelfe with any ſome gf he gane 
ſuCiciet credite to theſe woords of Chriſt : Come ye bleſled of 
my tather.$&c, 4g ae - Depart from me yee accurſed,intq 
that erernal fire which is prepared for the Diuell and his 

Angels:Or to thoſe words of Paule,here he ſayth: We muſt 

all appeare before the tribunall ſeate of Chriit. chat cuery 

022 may beare away thoſe things which he hath in his 

body done,according tothat whuch he hath coinniitted, 

be it good or bad . 1Y/-erefore of theſe may certaynly be ga- 
there.l, that none of them beleene ether the ſwecte promiſes of 

G-4,or ſencre and horrible _—— which ſFxbborn)y rol? hes 

communndements,and do not obzy them. For it cannot be that 

either belceners ſhould lyue after thefleſh ,or lyners afier the 
fleh ſhould be beleewerr: becauſe , not beleeners but lyners afi ev 
the fleſh ſhall dye, And of this wee have a manifelt example is 
that rich man,crawuyng of Abraham, th.ut he would ſend Laza. 
ris ro hi fuee brethren to warne them . leaf? they came vis 
that place of torment. By which no do «ht he wonl4 ſignifie, that 
they world more eſteem: the au! thors'se of Lazarus comp 
myng fromthe dead , then Moſes andthe Prophetes . - And 
therefore what murneyleifhe conemn:1 chovitie , when he 
cared not for faith? That when he flawed with ſuch abundance 

#f all things, vet nothing at all fauorre1 povre Tazarus lymrg 
miſerably before bym? A 14 therefore , herauſe he was without 
farth and charitie , beyng departed from this worll,was caft 
herdlong into hell. 4 id as this wnbrlrefe 15 the very fpring of 
forme and of all un 17rationſnes the gulſe, jn whch , all unrege= 

neratca 
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werated are drowned: ſo contrarywyſe, true and Chriſtzan 
fayth (by which we bane 4 ſure truit ro Gods mercy , and free 
remiſſion of 0 ur ſinnes , promiſed to vs through the mernes of 
Chriſt the ſonne of God) us the linely fountamne in Chriſt , by 
| the helpe of the holy ghoſt , of lone both of God and our neygh- 
| bony , andit u (at one woorde ) the cawſe of all ſpiritual good, 
| which followeth her as neceſſarily as heate doth fire , Becauſe 
it 15 macete (if beleeners lame after the ſpirite) that the holy 
| ghoſt ſtirre vp in the like motios go bym ſelfe But yet alas great 
| 1nfirmitic and weakneſſe us in the fauhfull, altbowgh regene- 
rate, ſa that not ſeldome they [tarde in doubt of Gods pro- 
| ' eviſes , and therefore hane great neede of proppes , to keepe 
them from falling : for we are more delighted with apparant 
ard preſent things, than with future and inuiſible . For natu- 
rally thaſe things which are obie(t unto vs, doo more mone our 
| ſenſes , than thoſe which are of fauh, which is the ſubſtance of **% 
| things ta be hoped for , an argument of things not appearing, 
whaſe litle ſparke ſometyme appeareth in vs, and 1s much to } 
raiſed by the woord of G14, that it may the more mcreaſe , and 
quicken our dead members with the heate of the boly Gho#t. , 
Alſo in our greateft temptations, and moit cruell perſecution, | 
| the Dinell, togeather with owr vile fleſh, bring great doubts = 
: to our myndes , of the promiſes of God , efpecially when we be 
| bold the wngodly to [ine in this world in all pleaſure , to their 
| hartes defie, toy fully : which thing that kingly Prophet Dauid Pate, 73, 
| in his P ſalmes dooth at large and plainly teach 1s , And ther- 
| fore the miſeries of this lyfe ave rhe more eaſily borne, when we 
do9 at it were behold the ends of them before our exer. Of 
which it commeth , that 16 the godly ( truely thinking thens 
felues to wander im this world , not to line m their owne conn 
irey ( the remembraxence of theſe ewyls « pleaſant , andis 4 
| great comfort im all niſeries , to thinks by death , i that laſt 
| commyn of Clift , as the length that they ſbal bane a mo#t 
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G free emraace imo that celeſtial Hieruſalem, ſmeet andeternal 
Comntrey , of whreeh) in a mo/t aſſured hope ny ſarth, they brow e # 
| them ſc/ges citizens, a | 
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| " Wherfore I have thonght # very expedeent , by certaine xr. 


. . grments,to ſer againſt all intidelitie, the dotirine of the Pro- 

: ; Y etes and Apoitles , concermng the (alt commyng of Chriſt 

- 

| ro the wrancy [all trdApement , bets re which, m the rm ze of this 


wretched world ſhall in a moment appeare the reſurrettion of 
the fleſh, and a ho Late chun e of all men lum 7 . So that all 
nitruſt and unbelie fs, the One ermyre of 0/l maner of wite 
hecbneſſe (in which many men ve i great ſlumber , andflecpe 
ſeravely) may earneity be cat ary ay , trus fayth in dining pro 
mſgs may bee raiſed,onr hope of att aynyng an h. py ife, and 
tr[iteer.mmcee from all t) ombler, m1 be AY 4 ; and we the 
- more vigilant:leatt vow a (ddaine , that great da of the Lord 
(horrible to the wngodly , but to the godly comfortable ) wn. 
awares oppreſſe vs , and the ſponſe find vs ſoberwrſe , and pres 
pred to the feat, vat without onle in our Lampes. For his com 
my mm this 13") '”e of rhe wo? {4, withour bowb 15 not [4 arre 7 
makerh great h, ot,nd wyll wor( 45 mary. ſuppoſe Winger. 
Th 1:gument Wherfore , m this Fitle woorke , [ have determimed by ſome 
of the bouke, ertident places of the Srripture, firft roo prone, that there ſhalbs 
one dry a generall deftruition of this world, and an unmerſall { 


an1laſ inte erent of onr Lord lefics Chrift the Sorne of Ged, a 
in which all the prom:ſer of Gol ſhall to the vitermoſt be frel4 - 
filed , andh's great threates ſhall tae effctt , Then by the a 
te! fanies of by Sermpture we will ſew , wh TI age of this h 
world hall not be more then five thouſand yeres :& tht the w 
fret rhon; 1 in which wee now liye , whoſe time 1s more thu | = 
hulfepaſt) beeauſe of irtoll-rabls wichedneſſe, and trame!e(/ uy 
ſccuritis of mers, ſhall mor bee fully fined. Ando this fhalbs re 
added certeine ſmnguler frgnes , by conrſe of tyme and yeares d 
wonderfully agreeing with the mclinatrons of the Starres (if ny 
credit maybe genen to MathematiciarYwhich thongs notwithse & 
Rantng I referre ro the indyrmont of rhe Chr ch, und dottorg ty 
of more diſcretion . La# of. al,gevrain profes out of Eopany of 
fhalbe brought of rhe maner of Chriftes commyng ,\ otro | |, 
: efFeft of the laſt mdgement : with an exhort ation to watchful- Jl 
neſſe for that moſt toy ful commyng of onr Pridegrome. | of 
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That there ſh1loe a deftruttion of 


this worlde.a rcfurretion of the fleſhe, 
and a generallindgement of all 


mankinac, 
F_—=c—r-—=—q5pccally (ctryng apart all 0- 
MM, Pt III { ther darke figpificatios of the 


- 


worlde , whiche in holy Scr1- 
pture are to be ftounde cucry 
where) in this place talkyng 
of his de{truction, we take the 
{ame{(as Ariſtotle dooth in his 
booke of theworld)tor a knit- 
ryng togeather of celcitiall 
and inferiour bodyes dilpo- 
ſed by Arte , whiche doorh contayne huyng creatures, 
and all other thyngs which are ingendred , and remayne 
m cuery part. And becauſe in the ſame is to be fecne 
a woondertul (kew, thertore do the Latines very wel take 
his denomunation from fayreneſle , ſo that they call the 
world as the Grecians doo , x27 uy, a goodly ſhew or or- 
nament, from the perfe&excellencic thereof , as Plinie 
writeth : which woondertull pecce of woorke (as appea- 
reth by the manner of his creation , and holy Scripture 
dooth plaincly and futticiently auouche the ſame) was 
onely tothat ende builded , that it houlde be 2 houſe or 
dw.ll;ngplace for mankvnd. For when our moſt migh- 
ty and eternall God by his woord of power had created 
ot nothing all thyngs.,as wel ſenlelſe, as hauyng lyfe, ar 
length he made Adm, whom he appoynted Lord of all 
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crextures,and poſleſſor of Paradiſe, firuated inthe mudit 
Of this goodly and glo: tons world: & tathioned hym alfo 


\ pright 


Of the ſecond comming of ( hriſt, 
vpright and innocent; (according to his owne likeneſſe) 
chacthz Lord God of him might worthely bee worſhip. 
d , Here the vnſpeakable loue of God rowards man. 
ind,is moſt dligently to be conſidered, For it thc Lord 
God for our ſakes hath crefted this famous and exccl- 
lene piece of worke, to bee an abiding place for mankind, 
ot which he would gatherto himſclt a perpetual church, 
how fayre and glorious ſhall wee thinke that euerlaſting 
Temple to be, which he hath prepared for his cle&in 
Chriſt, and for his heauenly and celeſtial warriours ? In 
which place we ſhall-enioy the ſight of our cuerlaſting 
God,and (hall knowe hymn maicttic and glory cuen as 
he is. Truely no compariſon of excellency berwene theſe, 
canſo much as in imagination be conceyued , although 
the beautic of this world and vniuerſity be ſuch, as mans 
wit cannot ſufhciently thinke of the ſame , Becauſe as 
between the creature and rhe creator there isno equali- 
ty, ſo greatistheoddes between viſible things creared, ' _ 
and ſupercele(tial , ro vs altogcather inuiſible, where the : 
ſonneof God with all Sain&ts, inthe circuite of all An- 
gels with God the father hath his etcrnall cate and cotie , 
null abiding . But all men through rhe tall of ' Adams, 
are become vnworthy of that place which was appoyn- 
ted for Adam being pure from finne and vnſpotred, 
Neither had the world any more borne him according 
to this immurable ſentence of God ( Ar whar.ryme thow 
Gan.3.2- ſhalt eate of the tree of knowledge of good and emill. thou ſhalt | 
dhe the death) had not that ouer mercifull God through | 
his deepe & ſecret counſaile , receyned him & al the eleR 
into fauor by the promiſed ſced ot the woman , by Chriſt 
the Sonne of God, which was to come inthe fleſh. And 
therfore if the world haue hitherto, and as yet ſhall con- 
tinue, itis only done for their ſakes which are choſen 1n 
Chriſt : whoſe number being ful, the world of neceſſ.tic R 
, muſt fayle,and fall downeflar, For which cauſe the Lord A 
ads I 
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by the ſinne and wickedneſle of vngod!y men being mar- 
ucilou [ly polluted and accurſed, it dooth t rogeather Wit . 
all other creatures ( as ſaint P aule ſaith ) ſubi ect to. the 

ſame corruption, dcfire a dcliucraunce from cuyll . And 
theretore that this vniuerſall worlde may be brought to 
tis tormer int. gririe , it mult of necet $1ne be conſumed 
and burne with tire in the commyng of the Lordc , 45S E- 
fay I 149 1ng : Beholdube Lord wyl come tn fire 
his Chariot ſhalbe like a whirlewynde , th at he i” Ye! ho TT 
F479, iteninhaate, 4/7 ths corre tion m fermes of jire "e= 
canſe the Lor 4 wyll madge mn fre AndS. Pcter faitn: 7 be 
dave of the Lord wyll come libe a theefe , at whiche tyme the 
Heanens with great ſheede ſhall vaniſhe, \ ofls Elementes with 
beate ſhalbe diſſlned : and the exrcth with all Fant opened 
inthe ſame , habe conſumed with fire , — abort le then 
though Ethnikes , and moſt famous Philoſop hers fol- 
lowyng the deuiſes of their owne brayne, fron ngers al- 

togcather,and ignorauntin Scripture, haue had very ma- 


I 


Prince of Philo! ophers, dreameth that the worlde neucr 
h ad begj ginnyng : becau ſe ( as heſath) the gods in tins 1n- 
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ny prophane COgitations of the worlde , Ariſtotle the arift- tle, 


t.m tl. | j 
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firac recterni: ie hauenot been idle, But Plato beyng of Pt inMN 


another my: nd,wyl thatthe world was made; yet hethin- ' | 


keth the ſa. necrt » bo Armmial rrenort al”, Al creat Ye ! : hack 


ſhal not aye , but remane for ener, Plinie belceueth the ! 
worlde to be an cternall and vnmeafurable Godhead, 


x4, 


«© 
wr, 


neyther begotten at any tyme,nor ſhall be deſtroyed , O- * 


thers (as Epicures ) imaz1n that there 1s not one worlde | 


. . . , . - x 
onely,but infinite, whereof ſome rake place, a* othicrs a- 


uoyde. Platoalfoicitingly faith, that beforc mienc tiou- , 


ſand yeares paſt, there was another maner of Athens,and 
farre berter citizens, 

Herodorns faith,thatthe Acgyptians hane made men- 
tion of tenne thouſan | veares and abouc, of the wortacs 
continu ance, an lyctt hey hane obſeracd, that th e places 
ot the ri! ing and goyng downe of the Sunne hauc bec 
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tw:{cchaun =_ fo that where now it talleth,there it hath 
nicntwilc,and hath ewilc there gon down,w here itriſer 
novwe, Bur more woondertuli and execrable is it, that a- 
mong 1 he peoplc of God :tould bz ſuch Saduces , and a- 
mong Chriſtans thould be tuch men , which ot ſet pur 
pole,againitthe maniteit woord of God, darc boldly lay 
ain. | perl wade them (ctues,that the world neither had be= 
ginnyng,nor thall haue cnd, that there thall be no Reſur- 
rection ofthe fleihyno lyte atter this lyte, no1cwardes for 
wee 9Og, no pumthment tor (1nne: and that the world, 
as it now, ſohath it been, and thal continue tor cuer. 
Which kynd of men are playne a&cr,men which neyther 
beleueghere 1s any God,or diuine promdence art all. And 


» 


I teare me, the molt part of mankynd ( ſuch as are called 


m the Foly Scripture, worldly minded, & carnal,al:!:ough 
they (egme neuer {o {piritual, catholique, and woulde be 
counted Goſpellers ) by the like fictions , and dayly fug- 
geſtions of the Diuell (although not ſo w yltully ) flatter 
them ſelues,and gladly would be brought into that ori- 
nion,that o inadeſperate ſecuritic they may {pend thcir 
dayes,and augment their impictic. 

Againſt which apparant dotage,& wicked cogitations 
of naughty men, through want of true knowledge, by 
the inſtm& of Satan,and corruption of the mynd of man, 
it ſtandes vs vpon toarme our (clues with the woorde of 
God , and confirmeour conſciences by the teltimonies 
of Chriſt,of the Prophetes,and Apoſtles . The holy Scri- 
pture in many places dooth playnly tell vs, that one day 
the ſonne of God Chriſtſhall come to 1udge the quicke 
and the dead, all fleth ryſe, and the world thalbe con- 
ſumed with fyrc, as the aboue recited reltunonics beare 
witnes. To proue thercſurrection of the fleſh, very ma 
ny proofes may be allege, both out of the olde and new 
Teſtament. But amongſtall,the difputation of Paul may 
ſufficevs, where by many argumentes he confirmes the 


relurreHion of the ficthe , and copioully and ſufficiently 
dooth 
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dooth a!ſoproue , that we muſt all ſtand before the tri- 
bunal ſcate of Chriit,to receyue cternall rewardes tor our 
decdes , be they good or bad .- And Chriltfaith : Mar- 
ucilec not atthis, tor the day wyl come,in which all w Inch 
arc in the graues, ſhall heare the voyce of the ſon ut God, 

and thoſe which haue done well, ſhall come toorth to the 


relurrection of lyte , but thoſe which haue doone euyll, 


tothe reſurrection of idgement. Tothis purpole may 
be recite] other infinite places of holy Scripture, : and al- 
ſo the Creede of the Apoſtles, Nicene and Athara/ivm:Bur 
I pray you,what auayled Religion, tayth, hope, and that 
great pacience of Chriſtians in all their troubles, and cru- 


A. © - CE. : 
ell perſecutions, it this doctrine of the confumtnation of 


the worlde,and of the commyng of the Lord , with that 
which belongeth therunto, (which of all others maye 

molt abſurdly be thought) were but a yaine 1magination 
of the Propheres, of Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, and of all 
the Martyrs inthe Church , when as no cauſe can be {up- 
poſed , which might driue them torhe looſing of theyr 
famec,their poods,and their lyte? So that truth 1s ſo playn 


and apparant,that a godly and wel dif poled myn(d makes 
that a ſure argument ofthe worlds decay. For theſe god- * 


ly men,of al others in the world moſt miſerable , ſaftered 


thoſc greeuous and dyrefull things, not for the hope of 


vayne glory,or defire of riches: but tor the louc of Chrilt, 
through the ſecret motions of the holy Ghoſt , pert: V2 
dyng them ſtlues, tharin Chriſt was hyd the rreaſure ©! 
true riches , andetcrnall glory . Wh ereforc it behoucth 
vs endoubredly to thinke their doGrine to be truc and 
celeſtiall , and not to proceede from their owne bravne, 
but to be deliucred vnto chem by Chriſt , and his hol 
ſpirit:and therather,bicanſe Chriſt of hym {1k dork fav, 
thathe1isthe truth. and the lyfe , and that he rellerh vs 
trom th: boſome of his father: 2rd rhe far': er ſaith _ 
preſence of three apoſtlesfro n hequen: 7 5:7 1; ny be 
ſoone jn Whom [am pleaſed heave hym: w hich voy ce of ( py 
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was alſo heard in lordan when Tohn was baptiſing hym. 
This coeternal fonne of God , word of the currlating ta« 
ther, creatour of all things, our Redeemer Chrijt,ot fer 
purpo! etaught his Apoſtles certain tokens of the worlds 

deſtruftion,and hi iS COIN! nyng to tudgement. And alſo in 
his 12 Scrmons( betore he yeeldec { him(cltin our behalfe 
tothe Croſle) hep lainly dooth asit were depaynt and ſer 
the ſame betore their eyes, and countayles them , and a- 
mong them ſpecially thoſe whiche were to lyue after- 
wards to be watchtul,ſober,prepared, andteady, lealt in 
his terrible v {tation ( whoſe difterring brings too much 
ſecuritic to the reprobate,, and condemned perſons) vp- 
pon th2 ſodaine they beintrapped , and asitweretaken 


” intheſnare. All whiche, Matthewe , Marke, and Luke 


doo abundantly fer foorth . Sothat the truth rcaching 
the ſame, no thing ought to be more credible and ccr- 
rainctoa C hriſtian! man,then that the world (his tul time 
beyng expvred,the prouidence of God the eternal father 
ſo diſpoſing the ſame) ſhall paſſe away : and that Chrilt 
our Lord (hal come in the cloudes of hcauen, tothe laſt 
and yniuerſal jiudgement, 

The holy Prophers likewiſe haue by diuine inſpira- 
tion forctold many things , ot the commyrg of Chriſt in 
the fleſh,of his doctrine, dc ath, and reſurrection , alſo of 
the changeof Empyres, and of the ruine of many townes, 
al which arefully come to paſſe : ſothat nowe they may 
ſceme not by cuent to haue forctold, but to hiue drawen 
a true and certayne hiſtoric of theſe thyngs . How hutly 
Eſay dooth expreſic the natiunic , perſon , doftrine , mi- 
racles,death,and reſurrection of Chriſt, it 1s well knowen 
vntoall, though but mcanely reade in the Scriptures, 
Likewiſe Daniel in many phces ſeemeth nor to haue 
propheſicd , but orderly to haue written things already 
done of the continual alterations of Empyres , and of 
the commyngot Chriſt , that well he may be called the 
great hiſtortographer, Now whatjhal we fay,fiti in the : 

an 
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andall other things their propheſies haue taken effect, 
and fith they by one and the fame ſpirit haue ſignified 
of the ſecond comming ot Chriſtin which he thal declare 
himſclte to be an eternal king of al kings & principalities, 
that theſe ought not to be hmiſhed? Yes yndoubtedly; fo 
that hethal pur al kingdoms of the world ynder histcet.& 
ſhal hew them like a {ſtone,which is cut frothe mountaun, 
He appeared vnto king N.zbuchodoneſor without handes, 
to bruſe that grcat image which offered it ſelfe vatorhe 
king in his {cep: vnder which,according tothe interpre- 
ratio of 1), onel,were hgured al the Empyres of the world. 
And the ſame heautly Prophet by the ſame ſpirit did fore 
tel,that God would raiſe vp an euerlaſting and perpetual 
kingdom, which al the {aints of God after iudgment (hal 
poſlteſlc world without end, Now whatlet is there, why 
by like certaintie thoſe things ſhal not be fulfilled, which 
hauc been ſpoken afore, of the deſtruction of 'this w orld, 
andeternal gonernment of Chriſt 2 {ith that kingdome is 
perpetual- and notto be ouerthrowen, prepared for the 
ſainrs of God from euerlaſting, as faith and chriſtian reli- 
gion doo confirme. And trom the ſame ſpirit of truth are 
theſe things vtrered: Gods prout. lence allo 15 certain, His 
eternal pleaſure not chaungeable, and his power, w hich 
of nothing created the world.nothir: g is wanting. Where 
ot tho'e things. none excepteither amad man,or pofle(- 
ſedwith ſome {pirit,canravſc any doubr, 

Beſides, the eternal tuſtice of God therighteous indge 
doorh greatly exa&, that euery man might be rewarded 
according to his deſerts: ot which mult ncccles be gathe- 
rea,that the ſtares of good men muſt be glorious: of wic- 
ked, mol! milcrable. \Whach com« th to pallc Cleanc con- 
trary mm this wretched wort le MW b: re moſt commonly 
good and well difpoſed perſons are with troubles tor- 
mented, with baniſhment moleſted, with loſe of goodes 
prnithed, and with all miſcries overwhelmed : burthe 
wickcd are with delitious fare noriſhed, with goods enri- 
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ched,with offices prefecrred,and for aucthoritic honored: 
as Dauid in thele woords dooth bytterly complayne: Ay 
feet mwgre almoit gon, and my treading s had weln' igh ſipr. And 
why? [was greened at the wicked, when I [as vechews m ſuch 
prot heritre - For they are 111 10 perylo of death , but are luſty and 
(Prong : They labour not lthe other men, neyther are they pla- 
ewed like other folke : and therefore pride compaſſeth them as 
doth a chayne : and they hane par on the garment of crueltie; 
Their eyes are ſwollen with fatreſſe ,and they do what they hiſt: 
They mar others, and ſheake m. anorbathy . yea they blaipheme 
the molt bi 17heſt, Anda litle after : Behold, theſe vngodly proſe 
per mm the wanld and enrich them ſelues greatly. and [ [aid ghen 
hae l clenſed myne hart in wayne , and waſhe1 my bandes in 
iMmocencie : All the day long hane [ been puniſhed, and chaſte« 
ned enery mornyng : yea , and I had almo#t ſayd enen as they: 
bur lo,then ſhould I haue condemned the generation of thy chul= 
dren, And therfore there mult of neceſsitic be another 
lyte after this,in which, accordyng to the 1ult iudgement 
of god, euery man muſt receiueerernal & worthy recom- 
pence for their woorkes, be they good or bad : eternal 
glory,or eternal infamie : Euen as Dauid alſo in the ſame 
Pſ:lme, tothe comforty ng of hym ſclte and the Church, 
tclleth vs in theſe woordes : Then thoawght [tow nderibend 
thi but it was too hard for me votyl I went into the ſanitnarie 
of God,then wnderſtond I the ende of theſe men. N 1mely howe 
thou haſt fer them in flirpers places , and wylt make them 
fall downe into deſolation. O how ſodaynely doo they conſume, 
wvanih and come to a feartiil end: vea,ene 45 a arcame are they 
when one awabeth - Loyd when thou ravyſe? the dead thou wylt 
deſþiſe their im1go. And beſides,cſpeciallvit agreeth to the 
diuine 1aſtice, (after al 200d woorkes or bad commytrcd 
m this body) that all bodves knvt with their ſoules, doo 
ryſe,and receyue that which they haue deſerued. Which 
thing Eay moſt pliinly dooth ſignific in this manner: 
Al fleſhe ſhal comme to worſhip before my face, ſ« oth the L m_ 
A 


eyes ſhal ſee,and none other, The(a5 Efay writeth)ſhal dearh ,.| 
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And they ſhal come foorth, and ſee the dead bodyes of men, 
which haune done wickedly a0.411/t me : thew woorme ſhall not 

dye. and their fire hal not be extmguiſhed , (Fc. And lobin leb.cs, 
plaine wordes doth wirneſle, that thoſe bodyes which we 

now haue,we ſhal receiuc againe For thus he faith: / brow 

that my Redeemer lynerth , and that I ſhall ryſe mm the laſt dey 
from the earth and ſhalbe clad ag.ame with my thin , and in my 

fleſh I hal ſee God , whom I mee ſcl/e ſhall beholde , and myne 

be veterly denoured, and the Lord God (hal wa away afl ita 
reares from cuery tace,& wyl take the reproch ot his peo- 
ple from the earta,becau! »the Lord hath (poken it, Ney- 
ther ( as Tohn ſaith in his Reuclation ) ſhal there be death Apoc.7 mm 
any more,nor weepyng,nor cry, neither any more gricte, 

becauſe the tormer things are pait. 

Moreoucr, the Lord God is notonely 1uft, but alſo Procfe om 
truth it ſelfe , And rhertore al thoſe things which by the = Sing 
Prophetes and Apolile;, through the inſtin& ofthe holy 
Ghoſt,he hath reuealed touching the ende of the world, 
the reſurre&tion of the fleſh, the laſt iudgement of Chriſt, ' 
and the eternall lyfe of the godly , and theeternall death 
of the wicked, which is ro come , ſhall ſo certaynly come, 
as nothing ought to be more certaine vnto vs , notwith. 
ſtanding that mans rzaſon, and the doctrine of the Philo- 
ſophers cannot ſufticiently conceiue the ſame.For it he be 
truth, how can he lye ? or ſith all which hath been ſpoken 
afore of Chriſtes commyng in the fleth, of his death , and 
reſurrettion,of alteration of Empyres, be ſatticiently ful- 
filled: How can we otherwiſe thinke, but that theſe things 
which ofthe ruine of the world , and of Chriltes eternal! 
kyngdome reuealed vato vs of our molt mighty and bleſ- 
ſed God, muſt likewiſe come ro paſſe ? Elpecrally fith all 
which hath been (poken,was ro no other end ſpoken, bur 
to proue this: and the ſurnme of Chriſtian Religion con- 
filtes in theſe things. 

Which dcmon{tratio:ygoyng betore, and true teſti- 
monies 
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monies of holy Scripture, in my iudgement may ſuftige 
- both to the it rengtheny ng oft our fayth , and cuttyng of 
al doubting of that noble commyng 'of Chrill our Lord 
toiudgement, of theend pun world, of the glo- 
rious exaltation of his Churcty, and ofthe vtter damna- 
tion of the reprobate. Whertore now I wyll endeuour by 
teſtimonies of diuine Oracles,probable reaſons and con- 
ic&ures , toſhew that the world cannot palle the tyme of 


ſixe thouland yeares. 


« That the worlde ſhal not endure 


aboue ſixe thouſand yearcs. 


Ain& Auguſtine, and many moe of anti- 
WI quitic , togeather with molt learned men 
ot our tyme, and my Mailters, excellently 
{cencinall things, Philip Mclancthon,and 
Regner Predin, aman ot ripe learnyng & 
| *:;indgement , Moderator of Groninganc, 
haue beene of this opinion, that that Propheſie of Elias, 
concernyng the worldes continuaunce ftxe thouſande 

yeares , is without all doubt true , and to be credited. 
Notwithſtandyng that Propheſte 1s not to be read tn the 

holy Scripture, but in the books of the gov a251n the 

feſt chaprer, and firſt booke +4bo4:2.4742, Allo in the 

fourth part of the Thalmudictan worke, 11 athe Sunhbedri 

booke, and lat Chapter of the ſame, and other places, 

where that iz alleg dof the Rabines for.the true laying 

Pli ns nro- of Elias. The woorges arc theic * [wo thou(cn [ & Wire, lt 0 
phelic,, thouſande the Laire , two thouſ.imde Ciriite , And tor our 
ſinnes whiche are many and marucylous , foine yeates 

which are wantyng,ſhal rot be expyred, 

By w hich Caving , the worlde1s notabl” dinided into 
three ages, or elpcciall courſes, and dooth thewe both 
when Chriſt ſhould come, and how long the ſtate of this 

world 
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world ſhould continue, Two thouſand yeares was the 
world without any Lawes , ordeyned expreſicly by the 
woord of God, which being finiſhed, Circumcition, and 
aftcrward the Lawe was gyuen , and a certayne gouerne« 
ment , and true manner of woor\hyppyng God , was 
inſtituted by the woord of God , But about the myddle 
age of theworld, when as three thouſand yeares were 
palt,to wyt,in the tyme of Ioſaphat kyng of luda , and 
Achab king of [{racl, dyd this diuine Prophet vrter this 
Propheſie, by which he dyd ſignifie the true and certayne 
tyme of Moſes goucrnment, and of the commyng oft he 
Meſsias or ſonne of God, which (hould manitelt himlelt, 
preach, and be crucified of the lewes, And he ſhewed, 
that almoſt a thouſand yeares dyd remaine,before Chrilt 
ſhould come, and the Goſpell begynto be preached,and 
abouttwo thouſand yeres after his commyng,the world 
ſhould periſh and come to nought, Now {ith accordyng 
to this Propheſie of Elias, the cuent hath prooued two 
thouſand yeres to haue been palt before Circumciſion, & 
manifeſting the Law,& two thouſand alſoto hauc paſſed 
when Chrilt came ( tor vntyll the thirty yeare of Chriltes 
age, at which time Iohn id prepare the way to the Lord, 
and Chriſt began to accompliſh the wyl of his father,dyd 
the tourth thouſand continue) it is to be thought vn- 
doubtedly , that now in the olde age of the world , the e- 
ueit wyll anſweare to his Prophefic : and that as in the 
myddle and flouriſbing ſtate of the world, God caryed 
Elias by a firy chariot into heauen , ſo in the ende ard va- 
niſhingtymetherof, he wyll exalt vs with hym ſelfe into 
the celeſtial habitation , 'of which no doub? Elias was a 
figure conltituted of God, But (as Elias ſaith)ſome veres 
ſhalbe wantyng, For the Lord God, becauſe of wick:0= 
neſlc, (hall haſten his commyng, fo that ſixe thouſande 
yeares may not fully be expyred , Which Propheſic was 
vttered by Elias, through the holy ghoſt,and is no hQti- 


on of the Rabines,as are many things in thoſe Thalmu- 
Ch Aician 
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dician books, & may in my indgmet be confirmed by the 
an{were ot ”71:/the Angel, vato the demaunds of Eſdr.e, 

al:hough 77ierorze, ant dh ole which tolow hym , doubt 
hereof But The {der in the explication of El- 
_ his dreame, pram (a ke Hicrome dyd rather w1- 
atethe rail:nes ot the lewes,then probablereaſon. And 
won ar e's any molt playne argumer:tes , this fourth 
booketo be Eſdras owne booke Propherical and diuine; 
and ſaith;That maruc1l itis not though this diuine booke 
(becauſe it molt plainly telleth of the ratgne,and chictelt, 
lawful,and cuerlatting kingdom of ſeſus Chriſt, & alſo of 
tie refuſal of the Iewes,& coucrſion of the Iſraclites vuto 
Chrilt the Lord ) be defpiſcd,of the blinded frnagogue of 
the Iewes , which do wiltully (-r them ſelues againitthar 
Saujour:and alſo adderh, tha: this booke is yetextant in 
the Hebrue tongue , and was tranſlated our of the ſame, 
Tothis Efflras (demaunding of ie/the Angel, whether 
the tyme palt, be greater then the tyme that is to c6e or 
whether that which is to come , exceede the ryme pait; ) 
The Angel doth anſweare by ewo ſimilitudes: and dooth . 
ſhew vnto hym firſt a burnyng fornace , and atterward, a 
watry cloud,and faith; Mrrke wheth-r the fire doo ouer- 
come thc ſnoke, and the ſhowr2the drops,or otherwiſe. 
To whom EClras ſaith:1 ſecLord,that a very great ſmoke 
dooth paſſe away , I ſee 2Ifo 4 great ſhowre to come pow- 
ry"g down: burafterwar d 1 percey ue th2fliwme rooucr- 
coe the nok?,and the drops the thowre, Then ſaith che 
Angel:N rv indge of tie continurnce of the world. Enen 
as hir't rhe f-noke vanquitheth the fire, an the drags the 
ſhowre:{othe yeres of the time paſt,!}; al exccede the time 
which is to come,But now, according to the copuarion 
ofyeares, itis eident that Eſdras ly ued about the thyrd 
thouſind and auc hundred yeare after the worlds crenti- 
on,& a whyle after Cyr death, From w hich ryme,aboue 
two thouſand yeares are conſumed. Wherfore we doſe 


thus Propheſic mrucilou?y to agree with that of E' = 
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and the end of the world to be nigh at hand, _ 
Moreouer , bicauſe the holy Scripture dooth witnctle, 


thatathouſand yeares with God,is but as one day,&allo pg, ,, 
that the Lord God ſixe dayes was occupyed in tramyng 2 Pae:,s, 


the world,burt the ſcuenth day reſted,thertore /Melanctho, 
Ofiuuder,& others, haue put a greatmyſterie inthe ſame, 
and haue perfwaded them ſelues, that trom this number 
of daycs, that ſaying of Elias was borrowed : which me 
thinkes to be truc. For cuen as Godin fixe dayes made all 


things,and reſted the ſeuenth : fo by the minilterie of his .., 
wordin this lite, within the copaſle of ſix thouſand yeres 5 


he wyll gather his Church, with which in the ſeucrich he + of cw. 
of Ucn, 


wyl celebrate and keepe holy his cuerlaſting Sabboth. 
Caſper Pexcerns thinkes Orphenito have been of this opt- 
nion,whoſe wordes Plate dyd thus recite: 
BATH Ev AVE KAT ECTAP TE T IU KOTHOY al d WS. 
Thar is, In the ſixt age,or ſixte thouſad veare,ſhal God 
deſtroy the worlde. Althoughin all the ſacred Scripture 
there be no place as touching the determination ot any 


© certayne tyme, more agrecing with Elias Prophetic, then 


that anſweare of Yr7:e/vnto Eſdras : yer wyll we prouc the 
ſame to be moſt true, by things alredy pait, by the {tate of 
things preſent, & other tokens,as hereatterin their place 
orderly thalbe ſhowen . Neitheris it to be doubted , bur 
that by the certaine prouidence,predeltination,and wilc- 
dome of God,al things for his glory,and the ſafety of his 
Church, be maruciloully mainteyned , and to farre other 


_ purpoſe then any man can imagine . And thertore vider 


the chicfe hiſtories of the old Teſtament, we ſee our moſt 
blefled and mighty God to haue hydden great myſteries, 
to be types, figures, 1nd ſhadowes of the lyfe,deathyrefur- 
rection, and raigne of Chriſt , as the ſtory of Abrahams 
oftring of !ſaac,of Ioſeph the Patriarch,of the braſen Ser- 
pent, of Sampſon, Dauid , Ionas the Prophet, which was 
three dayes in the belly of a Whal-. And folikewifſe or:c 
other learned ;n&very probably hauercaſoncd , thit H- 
Ci noch 
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noch being from Adam the ſcuenth, was a figure of the 
la'tiudgement, and ot ouraſcending into heauen, Fcr 
eucn as the corporall death becauſe of finne forcibly 
dyd raigne and beare {waye ouer the ſixe Fathers of the 
Church,to wyt,oucr Ada,Scth, Enos, Kenan, Mahalaltel, 
and Ilared,bur ypon the ſeucnth,which was Enoch,could 
exerciſe no force or power at all; ſolikewiſc by the (pace 
of ſixe thouſand yeres,which time the world [hal endure, 
death ſhal bzare no ſwaye , butin the ſeuenth thouſande, 
which ſhal be the beginny: ng of the celeſtial & euerlaſting 


lite ;his force and ſting ihalbelolt, he ſhal 'vtterly be aboli- | 


ſhed . To whiche thing Iudas in his Epiltle had reſpecte, 
which ſaith, that this Henoch the ſcucth after Adam , did 
foretel of the laſt indgmer, Which tudgmer is giuen of E- 
lias,that he thould be a type & figure of his own prophe- 
fic. Andi it1s faid,that as Henoch in generation, ſo Ehas in 
coputation of yeres, was the ſeuenth after Adam. Foritis 
re >orted, that next vnto Adam, was M cthuſalah: next to 
Methuſalah,Sem-to Sem, Iacob:to lacob,Amri:to Amra 
Ahia:& to Ahia, Elias the prophet, Now if this acc6pt of 
Elias be altogither true ( as many do coniecture ) there is 
no doubt but the lord gg941 would in his wodertul workes 
declared ro his Saints & choſen, haue many ſecret milſte- 
ri:s, that in the con{ideratio of the, we might be inflamed 
with defire of the cele{tial & molt bliſſed lite, Here let vs 
conſi4er,that betore the ſcnenth thouſand yeare,we (hal. 
be taken vp,to meete th: Lord iathe clouds Jeuen as E- 
lias by a hr chariot and horſes,was lifred ypto heauen, 
Finally alſo the Euang-lilts and Apo! nes, calche me 
fro Chrilt-s incarnatio v neil the tl | of the w orld the lait 
houre,or laſt times. $S. Peter ſaich: Chri? was mantf/ted 
in the lat timer,” And to the Hebrewes Paule writeth:; 
Chriſt once was of-c1 m the ende of the world , Net« 
ther is this time of the Avoltles therefore called the laſt, 
bycauſe that certatnly theende of the: werld is at hande: 
bur bicauſe,according 2 £0 Elias diltribuio,itis the lealt oy 
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the three ages ofthe worlde: (which without all doubte 
they reſpected. )Neither isit to be deemed, thatthis pro- 

hefie was vnknown to them, but rather that by reuelati- 
on of the holy Ghoſt, it was ſingularly renued: and ther- 
fore they cal 1n deede this laſt age of two thouſand yeres, 
(in the beginnyng of which, all Propheſies and viſtons by 
Chriſt were to be fulfilled) the laſt tymes,& houre, Thele 
now be teſtimonies, and coniecures, by which I haue (tu- 
dyed to proue, (and haue fatiſhed my (elt)that this world 
ſhal not continue aboue the ſpace of ſixe thouſand yeres. 
Now folow thoſe things by which I meaneto thew , that 


the {ixt thouſand yeare thal not be expired. 


«That the worlde ſhall not 


endure ſixe thouſand yeares. 
—T=7] Owe that the ſixt thouſande 
. | py x W yere ſhalbe ſhortened, it 1s ap- 
LAS SEAT] parant, and maye be prooued 
| tor orders ſake, firit;, by thoſe 
woordes of Elias the prophet, 
aboue recited,in this manner: 
And for owr ſmres which are ma- 
P, ny, and marnueylous , ſome yeares 
| Thich ave w, mtng ſonal not be ex- 
prred. Whiche woordes do0 
not much diſagree from thoſe of Chriſt, where he ſayrh: 
And except th fe daves were ſhortened..all flee howld peri h, 
but for the eletles ſabe they ſhal be cut of, And altkough 
thereperaduenturethe Lord doth properly ſpeake of the 
nune and ouerthrowe of Hieruſalem , ( as may eaſily be 
gathered by the circumſtances of that place ) yet may it 
teeme , thathe woulde ſpeake the ſame of the vrter de- 
ſtruction of this world , bycauſe in that place he gyueth 
certayne and moſteuident ſignes thereof , ( of whiche 
C.w; < hereafter 
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hereafter more at large ) and alſo dooth foretcll both-of 

rhe ouerthrow of Hicruſalem , and by a certayne contu- 

fion of woordes, of the worldes de{truction : {o that tor 

the perfect vnderitanding therot , great indgemerſt 1s 

to be required, And bycauſe the former 1s a tigure of 

that which is ro follow, 1 perſ[wade my ſclte , that as well 

by the woordes of Chrilt, as by the Propheſicot Elias it 

may be gathered, that tqr the cleftes cauſe, thoſe nute- 

rable dayes of the vtter ouerthrowe,, and cndyng ot this 

wicked world ſhalbe ſhortencd , and cut of, Others by 

Eniecrre probablereaſon endeuour to proue the ſame , through x 
6 meco conſideration of the Sabboth day, which is a true figure 
by i 5.bb., Of the eternall Sabboth , For in the Lawe it was preſcri- 
bed,that about the cuenyng of the {ixt day , the Sabboth 

ſhould rake his beginnyng . And therefore their con- 
iecture1snot vnlyketo be truce, which thinke that the e- 

ternall and ſuperexcellent Sabboth ot the Lord (hall be- 

eyn, notatthe end of the laſt thouſand yeare , but alitle 

before. Here be ſome other contectures brought toorth, 

which willingly I paſſe ouer, & the rather, bicauſe I know 

them to be of no great force, 

The pre 'ch'ng But thoſe tokens argdiligently to be marked, which 
_ Chriſt dyd foretcll ſhoulde goe before the conſumma- 
fanof vis TLON Of the world : that by them we may the more cer- 
<-mming to tainly thinke and perſwade our (clues, (ryme preſcnt,and 
mdgment. tokens forctolde being compared rogeather ) that the 
end of the world hangs ouer our neckes , Among other 

ſignes (in my indgement) the preaching of the Goſpell 

15 not the leaſt, but moſt chietcly to be noted , as that 

by which all other tokens both goyng betore , and fol- 

lowing,in thoſe woordes of Chnilt are knowen to be rrue 

tokens of his commyng. The woords of Chriltte!lyng vs v1 

how to know when the Goſrell 1s preached, arc rhele; n 

Math, 4 Andihis Gofpel of the krngdome albe preached throvgh the h 
wniuner ſal worlde for a witnes to 11! nations , an thin hall the t! 

end come, By which words thc ſonne cf God Chrilt: dooth b 

playnly 
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playnly teach, that about the tyme cf the worldes deſtru. 
ion the true & cofortable doctrine of Chrilt ſhould be 
preached. By which is gathered, that the ſame was obicu- 
red,defaced, and almottnot ſpoken of, by reaſon ot talſe 
Prophets,betore that ryme, And Chrift faid, [ hat mn thoſe 
dayes ſhwel d ariſe many falſe Prophets , and by |, eying theſelnes 
to be Chriit, oi t[e lece miry.Now what is more euident 
in theſe our d ayes ? Hath notth: true & ſincere doctrine 
of th: free pardonyng our finnes by Chriſt lyen hyd theſe 
many yeres, & vndcr the tyrannie of "Antichrilt, maruey- 
louſly been obſcured? & the Pope arrogantly vaiited him 
ſelfe to be Chrilt,or at leait his vicar 2 What promiſing of 
pardoning ſinnes,& redeeming ſoules out of their tained 
Purgatory , by their wicked Buls & blaſphemous Maſſc? 
What idolatrie in worſhipping,and impietie in recciuyng 
Chriſtin the ſacramenr? Finally,w hat diuers and diuclith 
' ſuperſtitions haue becn praCtiſed, ſo wel it is known vnto 
al men that I need not torecken them And now agayne 
by the vnſpeakable 9 orace and mcrcy of God we playnely 
perceiue ſuch a cleare light of the g goſpel ro (ine ouer the 
whole world , thatin ſpite of the Niuell and all his adhe- 
rents, it caſtes his beames over al nations, And therfore 
what other-rhings ſhall we looke tor, but as Chriſt dyd 
foretel,a ſodaine downfal of this wretched world? For if 
wereadec cither the holy Bible of God, or hiſtorical books 
of prophane inen,we thal hind that God hath alwaves t@- 
lowed the enfample of arightcous ludge, which before 
he condenine a man for his offences , wyll firſt accuſe by Jeon 
wytneſſe : ſo God, before he ſend plagues and puniſlimer te cnndeaue 
for our tranſgreſ+ion,doth firſt put y in mind of our wic.. Gea.6.7, * 
kedneſle, by preaching of the Goſpel, &declarvng his di- 
vine pleaſure: thar by co{ideratio of our diſob:dience,we 
may turne to the Lord by repentance, and lyue. Firſt,we 
h mea notable examnle here in Voes preaching. by which 
th: 1 ord God dyd firſt accuſe the world of diſobedience, 
before he drowned the ſame for lacke of repentarce. So 
likes 1c 
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hkewiſc he dyd not bring the ten Tribes of Iſrael into ca- 
pnuinic, betore he had ſent Eſay,Oſee,and other prophets 
to call them trom iniquitic. The like a hundred tourc and 
thirty yeares after , happened fo the lewes , when by the 
preaching of /eremyg , Ez+c12l , and other Prophetes of 
God, they would not beware of diſobeying Gods maic- 
ſte. Artthelengrh many yeares bcing {pent , our mercy- 
ful father God almighry,ſent hrit /obn Bapri/f, atter hym, 
Chrilt his onely begotten ſonne, then the Apoſtles, to 
cal them to repentance,and to open the way to ſaluation 
in Chriſt, pronuſed betore by the prophers,then perfour- 
med.,and wyllyng to be receyned, it they would imbrace 
hym. But they were fo farre trom beleuyng them, that 
their preaching they loathed, lohn they beheaded, Chriſt 
was crucified , and the Apoſtles eyther by ſhameful death 
cruelly murdred, or at lcaſt, by yllintreatyng miſcrably 
rormented, And theretore not vndelcrucdly was that 
famous citie of {o infamous a people , by the Ro- 
manes vtterly ſubuerred, and the ewes made a praye to 
their enumaes , and od:ous to all the world : which ſhame 
of theirs , and ſubuecrſion of their citic ( as Daniel betore, 
and our Sauiour afrerward dyd propheſie ) dooth, and 
ſhal continue tyll the world hauec an cnde. After this, 
Paule preached to the Coloſ5$1ans, Laodicians,and Hicra- 
polians, but they contemned & cared not tor his words: 
and therfore ( as Orofius witneſleth ) the carth opened, 
and ſwallowed them vp . And hytherto alſo doori that 
do&rine of Paule tend , teaching that the wicked ſonne 
of perdition ſhould be diſcouered, aud by the ſpirite of 
the mouth of God defaced, & afterward by the glorious 
coming of the ſon of God vreerly deſtroyed. Now who is 
tharſame deſperate ſonne fitting in the Temple, as God 
himſelf,it isexſy to be knowen: & how by the preaching 
of the Goſpel,he hath been diſcoucred, experience doth 
ſhewe: and we hereafter at large wyll prooue, that ke is, 


and hath of long tyme continued the Bill:op of Rome, 
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Now {ith we behold his doctrine and 2nakoritic by the 


force of G ds vw oord to be.lo oucrthrowen, ( as they are 
nid £4 [LOTT mac MCT i i 1 CONIC IVY WAY TOT1c 
uour hygay, what other thing can tollow, but that God is 
re _=_ tO Come vpon vs,& ſtands at our doores? And that 
nor onely h1is hat ty Courare thaibe abate Lg al! 4 his CYOCe 
pee {ores * altoccather abolilicd , bur allo that the 
w hole and vmucrial wor! wo l {tinnes comn _—_ ce 
the beginnyng, beaccu'ed, and ſocondenined toeternall 
tormenres: becaulc icketh tcy hauc Conte _- ene 
grace of ( 20d oftred ynto them conn watly X and wvitul- 


ly retuſed to taſte the ſweetnefle of the Golpell, ard tur- 
ſake their finnes and wickedne le by repentance. 

Beſides , Chritt hath gyuen many other ſignes and to 
kens of his coming-as rumors of wars,tamine,peltilence, 
carthqu: tkes,and th at countrcy {hal riie againit countrey, 


' and that cruel perſecution ſhalbe excrci! od : allo that in 


thoſe dayes ſhalbe fignes in the Sun, Moone, & Stars. &c, 
Al which cannot be tokens, vnlefle the preaching of the 
C20 pel goc betore , For ſ; nes Coco thcy be know cn, 
cannot bc (12ncs by cauſe im all tymes,thoſe atorel. \ d C- 
uyls hauc appeared cyther more or lefie, and thertore of 
the n {clues cannot be f1ones. But when al thoſe cuvis im 
medirely att-rrhe preaching of the Go'pell, have come 
on hcares abundantly vpon vs, and mor? then eucr t 
dyd1n any at 
noſticate an! for. _ vs, of the colummarion of this ma? 
wicked world Beſides. that thele tokens which © hrilt 414 
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recite, doo foreth Sd leFdeftry tion and not the 
ſubucrſion ot the temple,it is apparant,bec2ule !ic ſavth: 
1 h.:t people 19-11 cops and kmgdom 1 me | 
ariſe, Which t| nb wasnot done before the deftrutiio 


of Hieruſalem, that ener I conld reade . For then . who: 
kinodome againſt kinodome ? what pcople 2oainit pen. 
ple? wh at,and how orext warres were then? Al wh ch v 
do notonly ſee tohauc been done, but allo to 0 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


fee!e them, beſides more grecuous thyngs not yet heard 
ot , but more to be teared, and circumſtances bring vs to 
thatmynd , to thynke that more intollerable thyngs are 
Pre Pai cd to vexe vs, both of Turke and Papiſt, And that 
alſoin the ſame p lace ( a appeareth )rhe Lorde vnder- 
ſtoode the laſt preachyng, not th: beginnyng of his Gol- 
pell, thereot its cuident , becauſc by and by he adioy- 
ncth , tht the Goſpcll beginnyng to thyne euverywhere,a 
viſitation fall come,and cnde of all thyngs. Otherwiſe, 
it this p! acc weretobe vnderſtood of the firſt openyng 
of the Golpell by the Apoltles , no doubr this ende had 
been come :nany hundred yearesagoe, Belides, the E- 
wang! ſtret ak tothe former Ot eſtion of the Tem- 
ples & Hieruſa!ems deſtruction, from whence he digreſ- 
ſed, Peraducnrure alſo, the Euangcliſtes have confoun- 
ded theſe rws, thatnot by the ſamc woordecs they might 
finiſh now that ,now this particularly: becaiſc peraduen- 
ture they were of this opinion, that they thought, that af- 
ter the ſubucrſion of Hieruſalem, ſhould immediately fc - 
low the deſtruction of the world : whoſe ende( as Chriſt 
ſaid)ſhould be ſo ſodayn,as nothing could be more. But 
Chriſtour Lord coul.l ot his owne accord diſioyne thoſe 
things,to make rhem dark tor atyme, which he wold not 
haue to be known, & could make them maniteſt, when it 
were for his glory,and our profite,at a tyme conuenient, 
Bur tomake of thoſe tokens foretold of Chriſt ,any 
long diſcourſcyit were a great labour, and peraduenture 
tedious tothe Reader, becauſe the thing ir (elt, and cxpe- 
rience doo ſutticiently prone, the Signes atter the mani- 
feltyng of the Goſpell, to haue been tulilled, except oyly 
thoſk inthe Sun & Moone, and other ſtarres, as yet have 
not appeared, which Chri(t dooth foretell , ſhould eyther 
ſhew thern ſelucs a litle before, or in his very commyng, 
The Mathemaricians and Aſtronomers indgement not- 
withſtanding is, that in many hundred yeares paſt , were 
neucr ſcene lo many Eclipſes 1n the Sunne and Moone, 
nor 
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nor yet ſo ſtrange copulations of Planets,as wyll appeare 
within tew yeares : which nodoubt arc to threaten vn- 
to vs daungers, and miſcrable dayes, as hereatter thaibe 
thewed, Here 1 wyll not ſpcake of the prodigious Co- 
mets, and Meteors, which many tymcs haue bcen niar- 
ked in this our age, Neyther w vll | call ro mynde the 
judgement of Aſtronomers, and chicfelt Diuines, vppon 
tha: Srarre » Which within theſe three yeares the VE | her 
ſclte certaync monethes rogcather, as the very mcſienger 
and warner of Go4s comming t:  indgement:and the ra- 
ther, becauſe it ſeemed to be of the ſame narure and qua- 
litic with that which forerold the byrth of Chrilt the k mg 
of the Iewes,vnto the Wiſe men. Alſo I wil in ſilence pale 
ouer the - ſtraungc earthquakes , which in our dyes haue 
happened in many places ( as of late at Ferrar4 11 /Jra/te) 
and in Friſe/ar1: the nature of which ſoyle 15 leatt (ubiect 
totheſame. Fut I beſcech you)ler vs cal toour rememe 
braunce,all thoſe cuyls , which as yet we do as ir were be- 
hold, and haue taſted, noche ard of , dooſce with our 
eyes,&to our great grie! e ſuffer them continually. What 
a greeuous pelulence and plague theſe many yeares, both 
with v * and in other pl aces h eh rai med, and FrYTran - 
cally 7 4 pam ouer all perſons , and bryvg 2 &ry ma- 
ny to they r groues , andaccordyng to the indechent of 
t] he learned which arcinopinion, thatit wyll and maſt 
continue yer moe veares) wyldiſparch many moe? What 
along dearth of Corne,, and great ſcarſitic of all thyngs: 
What a mu'titude 1» the caſe of Religion, haue ſuffered 
the loſle of lvtc an« d1; yg? What thetr and robberies on 
all des, both on (et and land 2 What an infinite compa- 
ny hauc 1n cruel! / ht been mi{crably iſlayne and murde- 
red 11 Fraunce, Flaunders,and Frifclant [> 
Bur I am troubl d.andthat oreatly to thinke onead 
recitzthe calamities which Friſclande by ſtr1n&ge and 
vnaccuſtomed ouerflowyng of waters hath felr- efe- 
cially bythetwo latter, whereof one happened in the 
D TH I Care 
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vere of our | 1474. the, 4. of Noucmbcryn which 
nicen and b Jer 11t11.tey, were arowned, an 
was of tuch a orc 1.25 alino't it mi2ht be called the 
| nttood. The: other chanced 1n a more dangerous & 
woorte twyme,three d betore the tcaltot S. Bartholo- 
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brane apparc!l, And therfore doothoſe Empyres nowe 
flew them {clues to be a5 cankred and ruſty yron , which 
palt,werc as brvght Syluer , Lies ur” ry cone 
But l doo not freake theie thing t truce Noble mcng 
and good Princes , which dooexatthin '$ neceſlary to 
the detence of the common weale, and tor the conſcrua- 
tion of their miateltie, which things withonrt all contro- 
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of Iiracl, (which for a tyme he had with grecuous yoke 
of ſlavery onvreticd ) was with all his hoalt drowned mm 
the red fea, The recalon 15 not vnlike : hers a hgure : and 
the ſame God 15 now, which then was, readvto deli 

Ms people trom calamitic , and to take reuen veont! 
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Of the ſecond comming of 


o: the Scripture , by and by he ſer on fire the beacon of 
trac doctrine,whicn of al other gytts and graces of God, 
is and ought to be umbraced as chicte!t. 

Bur by experience we ice theſe gytres ot long tyme to 
haue been at the tull , and now decreaſe , For not adui- 
{e1wdgement, not hat ſharpenetle of wyt,not that great 
induitric, andexerciſcinſtudyes arcnow , which hauc 
been, To this dooth appertayne the marueylous con« 
tempt of all kynd ot knowledge, elpecally ot Duwuniric: 
treJods Ter T aA ja thatis, bicaulc it ycldes or gaines 
vs no victualles. Allothe ſnallregude ot godly and 
faythtull Miniſters : by which they arc brought to ſuch 
pouertie,or al-nolt beggery, that their wyues and chyl- 
dren muſt be intarced to lyue vppon almes. But what 
15 the cauſe of this miſcr:e ? Is not that imtollerable 
tearyng and ſpoylyng of Churche goodes the chictelt; 
Is 1tnot to be imputed vnto tho'c Magiltrates , Whoſe 
care1s {uch oucr Miniſters,that they wyll not allow them 
abundaunce of wordly wealth , leaſt happily by poſlel- 
ſing much,they talt ot couctouſneſle, the roote of al mi(- 
chicte, and ſodefire more ? or els tall into riotouſneſle, 
andſobecone E picures: > Orit that be not in their mind, 
they doo imagine them (clues to be ſuch Lordes of bo dy 
and ſoule,as was of late . at Romuh Tyrant, This may 
very well without oftence be come Fured , although it 
maye be , that theyr inſaciable deſire of work il, pr0- 
motion, which by riches, without vertue may be gotten, 
15 the roote from which ſo diuclith fruit dooth proceede, 
How much better were it , ifin rheſe rhyngs a meane 
were obſcrued , and that Church m-n had wherwithall 
tolync honeſtly with keeping ho'pitalitic , and 4t that 
which were thought too much for then , were Chritti- 
anly beſtowed eyther on thoſe whiche lyue in pouerriey 
or carefully reſerued to ſome other good vic . For as 
plentie bryngs pride and hautineſſe of mvnd : ſo pouer- 


tic ingendreth contempt, not oncly of Miniſters , bur of 
the 
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the Miniſterie alſo: which being diidayned for lacke of 
preferment,mens cOg:tations are ts) turned, that rather 
they had to bynde theyr ſonnes to ſome ſeruile OCCUPpa- 
t1>n,then bryng them vp in hberall inſtruction: by which 
nurſt ncedes fe low, not onely the great ſcarſiric of lear- 
ned men , bur alſo preeuous want of godly Miniſters, 
and ſo conſequently the miſcrable eſtate , and ouer- 
throwe ofthe Church . Now what remayneth, burthat 
we certainely perſwade our {elues, that the(c are playne 
and cuident fignes and teſtimonies of Gods great di(- 
pleaſure agaynit vs, for deſpifing his Minitters , whoſe 
contempthe ney ther can for his holynes, nor wyl for his 
juſtice, ſuffer any tyme, as the manyfolde miſcries and 
plagues that be cueryw here .dooſhew vnto vs, And as the 
ſonne of God Chrilt ſaid betore, thar after the preaching 
ofthe Goſpell, deltruftion ſhoulde folowe + Lhope the 
tyme is ſo farre from being ditterred, that it wyll ſpeedily 
come vppon vs . For it cannot be bur that the Prophcſic 
of Chriſt ſhould be true : which could notbe , if thoſe 

dayes of barbarouſnes and ignoraunce of true Religion 

(which weare like to fall into) were not by his ſpeedy 

commyng preuented.' 

Moreouer, we ſhould thinke the worldes foundation 
to be worne our, and the ſame to be tallyng vppon our 
ſhoulders, when we ſcnſibly perceyue our ſelues to liue in 


Contempt or 


he Munyteric 


thoſe daves, wherot Chriſt foretold, ſaying : Thecom-,,., 


myng of the ſonne of mann bp/be, Th weokbak wes of Noe. For 
then were men eatin 8, drinking , marrying , and were marryed, 
wrtyll Noe entred the Ark: 0p «Ani they neroeyricd nothyr eg 
wir) the 10! {ct HON (0, rewm J Ol ”e {them and rect Dralbe 
the commyre of the ( . By which no doubt the lord 


woul1 ſ1g4 uſe. ah ic latter daves there thould be a 


*marucilons ſecuritie, whcrby there thould ariſe not only 


vnſpeakable wicke: hed aozint G od, but alſo 4lamenta- 
ble diforder & confuſion in common weales for lacke of 


diciphne,Now it we wyl comparc um epreſcnr wn th thar 
w tuch is 
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15 paſt, and ſetthemanne rs of all men before our eyes, 

welhall | perceyue wickednefle to hauc Cc Mnc to hts ri IPC- 
ncſle , and to ragne almolt without controlment, For 
(not withltandyn: God through his vnſpcakeable mer- 
Cy 11 theſclattcr dayes hath geuen vs bis Goſpeil, wher- 
by we ſhould trame our attcctions accordyn; oroh 1s wyll, 

and lyue in vnitic and peace with all men, accordyng to 
his woord) what dcfire ot rightcouilncs, or zcale in reli- 
gionis thereto be tound ? Yea, whois notin Chriſtiani- 
ticeyther cold,or carelefle > Many dclire to be 1ehgious, 

& think they are (o, it only tor a failuon they ITCQUCENt ICT 
mons, and come to ordinary Seruice and Ceremonics; 
ſuppoſing them ſ{clues in dooyng {o , to be ſuthciently 


» 


rch1gious, althoug h their harrtes doo burne with dctire of 
tranſitory things , and they {well throug h the PO) lon ot 


all vn: godly ncſle . Many alſo thinke the y doo Marucy- 
lous well Jin m; king the doctrine ot louc » Peace, and v- 
nitic, the occaſion of ſtrife , contention , and hereſic: 

and ſuppoſe they doo ſeruc God very well, it knowing 
fome of contrary opinion , though not in the chictelt 
pov ntot Relivion, they doo with woordes condemne 
them, and with c: ri commytthem to the Diuels Pu - 
niſhment : them {clues in the nicanc v I le ,1n a cert wne 
ſpirituall pride, gotten through a vayne opinion of Jets 
nv ng puft vp,doo reſt: nz vpon the a1 icchoritic of oth ere, 
not with arguments anſwering to Gods word ) take hart 
of grafle their aducrſaries ottetimes detending the better 
part & more agreable to the plcalure of thc hughelt, And 

vet forſooth muſt this ſo great iniu ry & thamcles reproch 
becalled not the ſpirit of finne, but a god! 1cale O dare 
gerous dayes,and divelith behaviour. Soir'e there beallo 
which thinke wel of them (clues, and wou! | be num:bred 
among the number of good Cofpellers, bycauſe rey 
have learned without knowleds b! ly among choir pors 
ro inueigh ag1inſt the papiſticall ſuperſtition , then 
ſclues being vniult , thecucs, oppre!!0wurs, ard molt w,cC- 


ked 
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ked rouers : ſuch as at this day men call the Guifans, 
woorſe(ſpeakyng after the maner of men) then c1uill Pa- 
piſtes. What thould many wordes doo? We plainly now ”. 
perceyue greateſt vice, for chicfeſt vertue to be counted: 
and thoſe men, through a faigned ſhew of ſumplicinie , to 
bemoſt commended , which of all other for impietic, 
oughtmoſt to be diſprayſed . For crafty and deceitfull, 
are wiſe : couctous, good husbandes: prodigal, liberal: 
and rich men are deemed the beſtmen, Theſe haue pro- 
motions, and though by wicked meanes they attayne 
them,yet dives clarus erit, fortis guitus ſapiens Atam 5 Rex: "0" 
Et quicquid volet , as Horace ſaide : The rich man ſhalbe | vg ”_ 
noble,valiant,vpright, wiſe, yea and a kyng , and what he 
wyl. Andin another place: : 
eAurea nune vere front f war , Plurimus anre Horace, lib, 
Venit honos, aro conciliarwr amor: tpito , 
eAmnroprlſa fides, aro venalia inr4, 
Anurum I&'r ſequitur mox Ve lege pudar. 
Scilicet vxorem cum dote, fidemque, CF amicor, 
Er genus et form. um Regina Pecunia donat. 
Nowe are the braue and golden dayes, 
Now fame with gold we gayne: 
And golde can ſhewe vs many wayes, 
Mens fanour to attayne, 
By golde we heare the Muſicke ſweete, 
Andlawes we buye with golde: 
Lawe ſeekes for gold, and ſtraight (vnmeete) 
Our name by it is ſolde. 
Yea wife with wealth, and fayth,and friendes, 
and kynne with comely hue. 
Dooth money M2dame, Prince, and Queene 
Moſt morral men endue, 
And Boenus, 
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But riches hane they mult, | 
By hooke,or crooke,we dayly (ce, 
That weake to wal are thirult, | 
Thoſe and the like vices haue Portes and Thilolo- | 
phers1n mer dayes, when wicked: elle <; 4 but (pryng, 
(as them {clues haue teltined) reprohended , And there- | 
7 tore is our Lord God carncſtly to be defired, that all 
theſe euyls by his ſpeedy commyng , may haue an cnde, 
For although all manner ot wickedneſlc in this age, haue | 
aſcended marucilous high , yet are they not ſo come to | 
the top, but chat more {traunge vngratiouſneſle, and ( 
woodlefl deceites, ang more horrible contuſions in 
commuon weales,through cul goucrnment of themgmay ( 
to the griete and vexation ©: good men be ſcene, then 


ks & 
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euer were , For we (ce continually , that many chrough 
their cozging , prating, Pride, and Autteric , without all 


honeſtic, learnyng, or Chnilaamtic, in hope of profitand 

: reterment, prickt therunto , bcate their braynes , and 6 

Coal all their {tudyes, to be gratious in their eyes which 

ſyr in chiefelt place aboue > Getammy By whichitcom- * «&« 

meth to paſſe, that for a tyme they arc wel accepted, eucn { 

of the belt, But good Princes can finell them out, and [ 

wyll banith then thuir co.npany , perſw ading them fel- + C 
CS , thatrhat friend! 1p15not ot coatir, uaunce , whoſe r 

ende and ground isnotthe ſetithg foorth and increaſe r 

__ of yertue. Whs rforcitisrobewilhed, that all Chriſtian l 

+08 hat *- Princes would carefully commyt thele woordes of Chrilt {. 

to continual re nembrance , f1ying: You hall baowe them n 

: Marth,” by therr fruite, Do men geather of thornes, grapes, or figs r 
y of thiles ; And agnine, Anavghty tree £amuat bring [021 th 0 
£004 fraite , For tho'e woordes of Chrilt are to by vnders a 

ſtoode not onely of talic Prop':etes , butallo ot all men, Ii 

and eſpecially of ſuch as beare autoritie, And thertore e1 

ought a good Prince thi15 to reaſon with hym ſ{elte-\Whar ſ; 

goodnes may be looked for at their hands,w hoſe delight e 

hath alwayes bcen trom their youth in w icked.ics? Haw u 


__—_ 


acomfortable diſcowſe. 15 


can it be : Sith vnto a vyle nature not regenerate with 
Gods holy (pirit, a wicked cuſtome & dclight , as it were 
another nature, 15 ad! OY ned? Isthis muxture commen- 
dable + Nay truely: if to this dinelith behauiour, dignitic 
and honour ( which (icldome make vs better ) be linked, 
what can be looked torels , burcuen prodigious mon- 
{ters, hurttuiltoall men, and execrable betore God ? ac- 
cording to that: Aspermes miſero wil eſt dum [ur 0 1t i alt, 
For their great pretermct, is the greatelt puni.hmentthar 
may be. And whether thar, thcas.$.4 
(Vullz ſides, pretarque viris ,qui c tra ſequmr:tinr, #44 
Venaleſque mans : ibs far, vor maxima merces.) 
(No tayth nor teare of God haue they, 
which doo the warrcs purſue: 
Their handes are geuen to ſel and ſpoyle, 

Their gayne they cal their due.) . 
of Lc4a , {peakyng of Warriours brought vpin ſpoyles 
and wickednetlc be alrogeather falſe: : which vndoubred- 
ly we belcue, hanyng learned the ſame by readyng and 
experience, to be true : and yetinthis place we con- 
fellerhe ſame to be ſpoken fomwhat Hyperbolically. Be- 
lides, how can they be profitable to rherr princes, rotheir 
comtrey faythtull , and carefull of keepyng tice and 
the La WES v hichin all their1yfe hauc beene fayrhletle to 
the ky ng Of ky 135, At 1d fo tarre from a care of keepy ng ot 
iuſtice , that they neuer had any ſure knowledge of the 
ſame ? Whar: .2rcement or good mixture can fyre haue 
with water ? Horncfle wit he: ldnefle ? Equinc with vn- 
nohtcouſnes? How can it be that men ihould haue a carc 
of Ftharcoun! revs profreritie,in which they are ſtrangers, 


and isno: their nating fovies A: tine,canrmen drow: 1ed Ow. lib.e, 
in voluptuouucfic { whoſe ſtudy is , querere vr abſr mart, 
et abſt require certart + To Like thar they nitye 


ſpende: , and ſtryus to Fynde that nan2hiily is ſpent: 
GAxryed,!) rar, unbitions, and loucrs of them icle 
ucs ,) wich | honcilc pretcrre the Pruicces pro'pe ritic . bz= 
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fore their priuate profite, and the conunon weales good, 
bctore ther owie gayne ? So thatto place theſe menin 
aucthoritie, isitnv: to yeeld che {imple ſheepe to the cru- 
eltic of raucnmng wo'ucz? Thee men O vertuous princes, 
(it itories of all times were noted ) thould appeare ot all 
troubles thz authors in cucry common weale , the ouer- 
throwers of eucry kingdome, alwayes betrayers of theyr 
Princes : as might be proued by many examples , and 
thoſenot farre tetchr, were it my minde to fraught my 
booke with hyſtorics, Wherefore O ye Princes and ru- 
lers of the earth, which deſire ( as in deede you ought) to 
be the parents of your people, vic greater heede. & more 
wdgment in chooſing them which ether ſhalbe of your 
counſayle, or beare aucthoritic in your names - for the 
common telicitie dooth moite redounde to your glorye. 
And alſo be you alwayes ready & prepared, then to gyue 
an account of your ſteward(hyp , when the king of kyngs 
(whoſe vaſlall is euery Monarche ) ſhall come : of whoſe 
ſodaine commyng,out of the woord of God, herel geue 
true and certaine tokens, For it then he ſhal eſpie his be- 
loued ſheepe (of which, if but one be founde which was 


| loſt, the whole troupe of Angelles retoyce ) by your neg- 


ligence and fault, to be commyrred as a pray to woolues 
and wicked bealtes, cuyll thall it be with you : and then 
without all doubt in his rage, he wyll caſt you headlong 
into hell and extreme darkneſle, The almighty God by 


* his holy ſpirit and grace, graunt vnto all g »odPrinces, 


and their Counſaylours,wiledone and prudence from a- 
boue, that in deedethey may be the good lightes, both 
incſtabliſhing that which is profitable tor their people, 
and executing of luſtice : and preſerue,defend,and keepe 
thenm,and al his clect from vrter deſtruction , tothe glory 
of his name,and tclicitie of his Church. Amen. 

Finally alſo, out of the ſeuenth Chapter of Daniel, 2 
notable coniecure of the ſodaine comming of the ſonne 
of God, may be taken, For in that Chapter be _ 

be 
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bed foure Monarchies of the world, and where, andin 
what Nation they ſhall be trom tyme ro tyme , vntyll the 
reſurre&ion of the dead. By which, the endcs of the ages 
of this world nay atter a fort be noted . But theſe Mo- 
narchies being deſtroyed, there (hall ſpring ( fayth Da- 
niel) a mighty ; kingdome , mighticr then thoſe imme- 
diatly before hym,and thal change the religion of Chrilt, 
and (hal haue woonderfull ſucceile , and ihall wage bat- 
tayle with holy men, Nowe what kingdome he vnder- 
ſtandeth, itis apparant by the euent , which is the Tur- 


Kt' hEmpyre, But (as the Prophet ſayth) Putabit quod poſe 97 he frccels 
fit mutare tempora. Cc, He ſhal think e that he 1s of power to ofthe Turke, 


alter tymes and lawes : but indgemert ſhal come , and he ſhall 
be t aben away hs power ſhalbe weakened, and come to nought. 


Theſe woordes doo plainly yenough declare, that an al- Daiiell,z, 


teration ſodainely (halbe in thoſe dayes , v hen the Tur- 
kiſh Empyre dooth come to the higheft2and promyſeth 
hymſeclte an cuerlaſting dominion ouer al the world. And 
ſtrayghrwaye (hall that moſt comfortable daye (hewe it 
ſelfe, in which the ſonne of God (hal rayſe the dead, and 
render to his Church ly te, and cternall glorye : butthe 

wicked he ſhal caithe along i into eucilaltyng tormentes, 
With this Propheſic let vs compare the tymes of our pre- 
deceſſors,and our owne togeather, and we thal euidently 
perceyuethe Turke to hauc preuayled mightily agay nit 
the Chriſtians, and ro poſlefle rot onely al Aſia, bur alſo 
a great peeve of Europe. And (that I may vſc the woords 


of La/tantirr ') Verve wor att omen terram , leges nonas [fa Fpito dure, 
tut. Remowblicam (am fect. nomon Imperts, ſedemg, muta inflic. Cha,, 


wit. That is . the exrth he hath denonred , newe Lawes he 
hath eſtablithed , the common wenle 1s rohym {elte im- 
propriated , the nameand ſeare of the Empy re he hath 
chaunged. Alfo what ſuccefle within theſe few yeares he 
hath had, itis wel knowen. A great part of Huvgarie h- 
enioycth: From the Venerrars, he hath taken Cyprus: now 
from the kyng of Spayne , Twnerwm: and({as I heare) what 

E.1u, (ocucr 
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toeuer he hath intoyed hythertoin Af1-4, is taken from 

others : and as yet he 15 in armour, with all warlike prout- 

fion,with Shyp and ſouldiovr preparcd agayn(t the Spa- 

niſh king, & threatneth vtrer deſtrucuon to al the world, 

And thertore we doo playnly perceyue, the (tare of theſe 
tymes marucilouſly ro aun{weare vato the Prophetic of 
Damel. Andit appearcth (it by probable realons any 
thyng may of likelyhoodc be geathered ) that the Turke 
through the ciuil diſlenſions ot people , and continuall 

warres of Princes,to the oucrthrow ot the Golpel, by the 
Popes (ctting on, wyl ſubdue al kingdomes , ButI trult 
the Lord God by his ſpeedy commyng , wyll bryng to 
nought, theſcendcnours of Turke and m_ againlt his 

Churche , and wyll calt that bealt with the litle horne, 
whiche hath mightily increaſed, and all thoſe vngodly 

and Dragomth kingdomes arifing from the (ca, and that 

falſe Prophet , into that fornace which burneth with tyre 
and Brymiltone. 


« Many reaſons,and probable con- 


tectures from the courſe of tyme, 


cited thole foretokens of the endu- 
ryng of tymes , whiche Chriſte hath 
taught vs. And alſo I haue ſhowen 
/-\ other ſignes and conieures out of 
WE 42 Gods woorde, and condition of the 
"== — tymethatnowcis, by which we may 
Kknowe the oldenelſc, and ſodaync finiſhyng of tymes, 
to which, when they come to paſle,the Lorde commaaun-« 
deth vs to looke backe, and lyft vp our heades . For 
inthat the Lord God declareth his moſt ardent good 
wy 
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yll rowardes vs, in that hc would not ſigmfic theday 
and houre, but torethewed the tokens going unmediate- 
ly before the ſane. And thertore ith by theſe it is ma- 
nifeſt , that it is the exprefle wyll of our Sautour, that our 
ot the written woord of Chriite , we thould with all dilt- 
gence ſearche our the lalt ryme of our redemption : I 
doubtnot but I ſhall doo a good deede , and gratctull 
both to God and his Church, if Lvtter foorth ſome co- 
gitations of mync ferchrfrom the courſe of tyme , yet 
agreeing tothe holy Scripture , forthe proofe of this 0- 
pinion abour the ſpeedy concluſion ot ryme. Not that 
Iaminthatmynde, thatI thinke theſe to be Demon- 
ſtrations, which through a neceſitic of that whicheis 
to come , mult nzedes be, but as probable things ſolong 
to be imbraced , ryll welcarne more certayne, And 
therefore in theſe and the lyke thynges,l (ubmyr my ſelte 
to the better judgement of the Church and of'the lear- 
ned:and I perſw ade my ſclte, that theſe and other ſin- 
gular Prognoltications which folowe , whereby ſome- 
what nygher 1 approche, thenas yet 1 have donne , to 
ſhew the [o. layne commyng of the Lord, ſhalbeſo farre 
from terrifying of the godly , that the conſideration 
of theſe thyngs wyll be molt pleafaunt and comfor ta- 
ble. But yet I take not vppon mee ( as before alſo I 
haue proteſted ) ro knowe the daye, which Chriſte ſayth 
hym ſ{clte, he dooth not know , ) as helyke a man bea- 
reth the ofttice of an Apoltie. ) For the hgnes foretolde 
we may knowe, bur not the day and houre: notthe ve- 
ry moment ot his commyng , but the tokens of that 
moment doo we (carch out,as tarre toorth as it is lawtull 
for man foto doo, 

The holy Scripture enerywhere maketh ſome collatio 
berwcerrthe tirſt 4-leamthe finner, and the fonne of God **© 
Chriſt our Sauitour, the ſecond Alam: allo berween: the 
flood,& the vtter ouerthrow of the world;cucn 25 Chriſt 
dooth fignitic in thele woordes ; Et erit ficwt ta avebus 

Noe 
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Math, 24, Noe, &c. And it ſhalbe as the dayes of Noe. 5c, Whetfore 
I fel firſt into this conſideration , and afterwardes from 
oneto another , into thoſe which enſue : whether the 
tymes paltin equalitic of the ſame number aunſweared 
alike, Forthe Lord God hath ordeyned all thinges by a 
ſingular and euerlaſting wiſedome: and experience doth 
ecach,by a certaine concurring of the {tarres,that in ſuch 
things , a greatlikeneflc of tymes 15 woont oftentymes 
to happen , as in the byrth ot Iaac, and of his ofteryng, 
which 1s a figure of Chrilt, there is a great conſent of the 
tyme. For from Iſaac, vntyll Chriſt, were two thouſande 
ycares fully expyred , But when from Adam orderly vn- 
tyllthe flood , we doo conſider the yeares of the genera- 
tions of all the Fathers , and-gather them all into one 
ſumme, ( laying afide the falſe computation of Exſebnes, 
and others tolowing the Greeke tranſlation of rhe ſc- 
ventie Interpreters ) from the firſt yeare of the warldes 
foundationgto the Flood, arciudged to be a thouſande, 
ſixe hundred,fftic and ſixe yeares , From this number, 
the yeares of Chriſtes byrth , vntothis preſent yeare,a *f 
thouſande, fine hundred, feuentic , and hue , doohffer 
eightic and one yeare, if truely that number were tylled, 
ButIdoonot thinke the worlde ſhall continue ſo long, 
thatthe latter ryme ſhould iy number excede the former, 
for many coniecures which tolow : but what may come 
ro paſſe, the Lord knoweth. 

Likewiſe Moſes is a figure of Chriſt : That maruey- 

Jous deliuering of Iſrael by Moſes, out of the handes of 
Pharas , is a figure of the vitorie of Chriſt , which in qur 
behalfe he hath by his death on the Croſle, and refute: 
Gion from the dead, obteyned againit the dinel & death: 
and the whole gouernement of Moſes, is a ſhadowedf 
Chriſtes kingdome : his deſtraction, and the Tewes, 1s 
no doubratoken of the worldes ouerthrowe, And here 
weſhal ſee a woonderful conſent, and agreeing of tymes, 
that ſo by things paſt , wemay looke forthe _—_ of 
things 
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thynoes to come , vncloubtedly by the ſingular prot = 
dence, counfaile, and ordcnauncec ot Od, t r no oth.r 
reaſon can I reader, ſith I cannot perfwace my lelte,that 
thele things , can by chaunce ſo woncertully agree toge- 
tier, Firit, by the truc account of VEares, ITS | play vne, 
that from the commyng out of Aezypt, and pub) thing 
of the Lawe, vnto the Natiuttic of < w = numbred a 
thouſand, ftuc huncred, and nyenc years Now 1t the 
yeares fromrh: Natiuitie of Chriſte, vntyſl this eyme, in 
which Chriſt began againe to be b Orne tothe world, and 
to be brought intothe light as 1t were throu? PM the prea- 
chyng of the Goſpell,by DE CEOS nous men, 
werenumbred,they arc in ſumme, athouſand, true hun- 
ou and ſcucnteene. Againe,trom the departure out of 

egypt, vntyl the death of ( hriſt, the yearcs arc accoun- 
_ to be a thouſand, fine headed tourtic and rwo. And 
*this number alſo dooth maruciloully agree with thar ge- 
neral perſecution in Germanic , made by < harles the hilt, 
and the Pope, which happened in the yeare , a thouſand, 
hue hundred, fourty and {cucn, So that theſe numbers of 
yeares beyng compared togeather , wyll be tounde nor 
much to difter in quantitic of number; 

But from the(c poore mentions, I wy!l goe |; norte 0 
thoſe things, which eſpecially doo agree to our purp0! 
It15 manifeſt, that Mo! es$onernme! nt, vntyll the la' Le & 
ſtruction of Hieruſalem by Tims , dydſtandi in all, one 
thouſand, fiue hundred,cighty and three yeares. Neither 
isitto bedoubted of any, but that that deſtruSion and 
waſting(of Hieruſalem) isa manifeſt tigure of the lat ru- 
me of the world. And therfore dooth our Lord fpeake of 
theſe things togeather , and faith : Thuſe daves were the 
dayesof Noe, inreſpet of marners. and the lecoritic of 
mans lyf-. Now at lengt') , what(hil we gather of chete 
things? That the terme ofthe worlds deftrution How! % 
agree with the former nimmber of yeares of Moſcs 1 
uernment? Which notthe fonne of an Enperovr . or 
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chicte{t Monarch , as was Hieruſalem : but the ſonne of 


God, much mightyert! en all E mpero!1rs,an from. 
king,c:n bring to naught, Which thing Mel1n*thon fec- 
nicth playnely to poynt at in the lyte of Veifa%or, in his 
Chronicles . And the like reaſon 15 here, which is in the 
former comp ariſon ot nſibers , if things to come may be 
gathered by things palt alr. ady. The foure doth altogea- 
ther Ty this p! Acc a: griccs and thc Cuc fell ligne oft Chriſtcs 
commung, to wit the preaching of the Goſpel hath gone 
before, and we do {ticke in the midit of all the other tore- 
rold calamities and cuery yeare expect more miſcrie, 
Finally alſo the Aſtronomers write (if every Skyltull 
man in his owne facultic is to be credited)thart the farres 
inthe beginnyng of the thouſand , hue hundred, eightye 
and foure yeares, (which almoſt rogeather dooth agree 
with the number aboue mentioned ) doo threaten very 
fearetull and horrible things, eythera greenous altera- 
tion of Empyres , and other w oonderfull thyngs- or cls 
an vtterdeltructionofthis worl. The woords of Oyprian 
Leomnitivns, a Bohemian,a molt excellent Mathemaritian, in 
a certaine booke of Prognoſtications, for twenty yeares, 
from the yeare ſixtic foure ,to  thecighty foure, be theſes 
e A110 Domini.t 5 8 2. AM ſenſe Maio, nich rH the 
yeare 0) Forr Lord. 1 5 7 ein the moneth of ay there Lal har i= 
ena great coninnttion o fthe ſmperiover Pr :etiin the [itt end 
of Piſces : after which ſtra! ghtway: TT", 'me ye wee; mhiy f: re, 
ſhall enſue 4 woo, derfuul mixture of ll the Plets Umoft i 
Tanrus, about the ende of March, ant bez rinnyg of eAprill, 
An1 which is more , a lithe alter that, ſha be ſcene Ectit fe 
of the Sumne,in the twenty degree of Tawrns , abaut the head 
of Algo!, a mott rrucl wnnd 7 arrh [fixed [[arre, man's 
Wen , which 0.nlbe lis he { to fine Plu wots tm» Avies. er ng 
toward the twelfe, Here((aith ho)muft we watch:and Ithinks 
it mecte tht all exrth'y coottations be call of , leaſt webe de 
ſtroyed bei oe? ready : for this x eat coninn tions of all. the 
laft which ſhal bappen in the end of W.urie Trigoi, and 1W/atrie 
Ti igon 
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Trigen foal per iſh, and be turned into fire. Nezther any move in 
the ſpace of eioht hundred yeaves, the end of PAiry Tris » (b.1/, 

be mygh ona about 1 _ d of watry Tr:00n, this , ” 
narchie ſhal begin , it us biyoly , th.tt the {.rme alſo 1 rhe end of 


the ſame Ti gon { haveance wr wore” x3 (od by13 


ſelfe leſms C! 1) t our L1 {. cc! is the ents : 4 "atr 47 T 10 ” 
toobe epon lym ES MIIHIEG [204 i TH 1 Y 4 ve! 'Ci be "3h. Ol 
Fe Very COMIMATICEION in the A of 


moſt glorions Natinatie, th. , 
tremitie of Piſces, an mth, 7 rpg of e A ona 4 
bare that tyme, but when Charles 
ch was in the yeare of our Lord 
414 now the [ccond tyms, 


Neither came the Ve from 
the Great hel{h:s E mpyre, wh; 

ſenen hundred, eiohty and nicne , | 
ſnch a great and frdtoge content? ion hal come , whiche 
dowbred'y dooth fore bewe the other commy*«g of the forme of 
God and man, in mae/tie of hi: glory: at which trme we muik 
render an account of our lyfe avi id con wverſation. And a litle 
* after he ſfayth : Bur wander Charles the great, the ende of the 
world tonld not be, becauſe at that tyme . fine thou! and yeares 
were not expyred . But now the operation of this great coniun= 
tlion continuing, the numb »+ hal terd to free tho: fs wid yeares: 

which agreeth with the holy Prophet, affirmyng that this world 
' ſhould band Fee thouſand yeares of which ſumme of yeaves the 


Ve 


fſonne of God ſha! take ſomewhat, ſaying: The lit tyme for the 


elefted of God halbe hortned. But if there remayned vit an. 
ther coimntion of the former Planers like to the firlt the honld 
there be required a/moſt eight hundred yearer moe: which a4. 
ded to the rymes of this great coninunttion do mike the number 
of ſixe thouſand,and almo't foure hund-e: 1 reres.which ts ary 
h againſt that propheſie. Theſe conieftures howſoener they ave 
thought gardtorecite, which doo agree with the learned Pro- 
phe fer of maſt antcient All trolopers. Hitherto Cyprio:which 
alſo by his Larine verſes dooth ſhewe that olde. and com- 
mon Propheſic,turned into Germanical Rithine,by /9-» 
Sroffier , which alſo aboue nicnteene yeares agoe,, I haue 
heard recited by © Me/anitthon, The woordes inthe Ger- 
mane tongue are theſe: 


F.u. Tawſcne 
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Tawſcnt funf{cundert acht3ich ache. 
Oas idas Jar,das ich betrache, 
Geth imden de <Clc!t mire viider, 
Geſchicht doch gro'5 merckiich winder, 
The Latine verſes arc _y & 
Pot mille expletos aparia vt "gmnis 41 
Er po! 'F, qu nay th 23 
Oftoge/imns ot auns mirabilis annus 
Ineraet,us ſecum triitia fata feret. 
Si non hoc anno totus malus orcidet orbit 
$ non in mbulum, terra , fretum que ruet: 
Cunitatamen mwnd ſurſum thunt, atqre retro! ſuns 
Imperia, et lu:tus »ndique grandss erit, 
In Engliſhthus; 
When after Chrilts byreh there be expyrde 
Of hundreds fiftecne ycares,cig hry and cyght, 
Then comes the tyme of daungers to be fearde, 
And al mankynd with dolours it (ha! treight, 
For it the world inthat ycare doonortall, 
If Seaand Land then perith ne decay: 
Yet Empyres all,and kingdomes alter ſhall, 
And man tocaſe hym (elfe ſhal haue no way. 
Now by this it oppemech how the number of yeares 
of Moſes gouern: net, which endured a thouſand , fiuc 
hundred , eighty = hree yeares, and ofthis yeare, a 
thouſnd, five huudred, cighty and foure, in whoſe be- 
ginnyng that prodigious coninnction of the Planets in 
theende of wa tric Trigon dooth happen, ) agree rogea- 
ther: (othatthe quant:tic and number of th: times fore- 
told , the ignes and ſtarres ſeeme t9 agree tog2ther, and 
wikhoutsidoubctoveenad the ſme thyng. Inlike na- 
ner may we bring foorth other compariſons of zwme, 
which by y reaſon © f lIixc cue mes, agree :OgC x:h cr woOone 
derfully . Of which this one lad ot of leait wei: he: To 
wyt , the ſame tyme from the natinitic of Chrit t,vnt othe 
aerthrow of Hicruſalen),is a:noſt cqual with that, wh! 
L mther 
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Lnuther firlt of all fer hym (clte agaynlt the Popes Indul- 
pences, and b-ganneto preach the Goſpel, tothis yeare 
cighty and eight : in which, or about the ſame » bythis 
m.urucilous 1oynyng toge: ather of Planets, which tha!be 
foure) veares be fore , by the ſingular promidence of God, 
{0 dircfu MU deftincs of the world ſhal meete rogeather, 
For from the byrth of Chriſt , vntyll the deſtruction of 
Hicruſalem,arc numbr<d ſcuentie and three yeares : and 
from the tyme Luther and others firlt began to preache 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, vntyltthe cighty and eight yeare, 
are accounted ſeuentie and one . The number is iult 
with that before , and ( {peaking Allegorically) then may 
Chriſt be ſaid ro be borne agayne, when as his doctrine, 
fo long by papiſtical dreames darkened, and fond illuſi- 
ons ſodcepely buryed, 15 as it were borne ancw,and doth 
clearcly (ſhyne among vs. But it thoſe yearcs from the 
byrth of Chriſt , vntyll his preachyng and ſufteryng of 
death,with that gencrall perſecution done by Charles the 
fiſt, 2ndthePopc : andagayne, thoſe yeares from the 
death of Chri!t,vnt/1 the deſtruction of Hieruſalem, with 
theſe yeares v hich came ſince that generall perſecution, 
vntyl the cight y and cight yeare , were compared : we 
ſhall ee alſo, that in number of yeares, they do not much 
dyffer. For bc tweene C hrit-sbyrth,and his preachy "Ss 
there was thirty yeares : and ſro his death, 33. yerres 
and fo:newhat more, But from that fenenteene ve: by 
when the Eaimngclc al doctrine beganne to (hyne agayne, 
vntyll the fourty and ſie yeare in all when Char'es the 
Emperour began to arme hym ſelfe agaynlt the ſtares of 
the Empyreyſo to aboliſh the doGrine of Chrilt, are num- 
bred twenty and nicne yeares. Acayne,trom the death of 
Chriſt, rothe ourrthrow of Hicrufalem, there was forr- 
tie yearcs.. And from that genera perſeeution , which 
kyppenedin the fourtic and fixe veare, votyll the eightie 
an 1fixe yeare, are accounted fourtic yeares: which 15 the 
mydile yeare betweene the eightie foure , when that cx- 
E.1u. cccding 
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ccedyng ſtraunge vniting together of the Planets ſhal ap- 
peare, andthe cighty cight , about which tyme that con- 
1wn{ftion ſhal take his tul force. 

Morcoucr,l hnd,thattheſe tymes,in which thoſe two 
wonderfull coniunttions dyd appear, fixc z cares before 
the birth of Chrilt ; and in the dayes of Char/: 5 the great, 
and the third and laſt, which all happen bcfore the full 
expyring of fixe thouſand yeares, the thouſand, hue hun- 
dred, cighty and toure beingat hand , doo fyll the ſane 
number. For Cyprian Leonitizes dooth writc,that that 0- 
ther vaiting of Planets in the tyme of Cbh.w/es the Great, 
chaunced in the yeare ſcuen hundred, cighty and nyene, 

frer the Natiuitic of Chriſt , If tothis number ſo many 
moe were added, the yeares would be, one thouſand, fue 
hundred,(cuentic and eight, Now,if to theſe were ad- 
ded thole ſixe yeares before Chrilt was borne, when the 
firſt of theſe three contun&tions happencd , there ſhall a- 
riſe (countyng from the Natiuitic of Chriſt, as it were fro 
an eftc& of the former coniunRion ) the ſame number 
of yearesin full quantitic agreeing with that dreadfull 
yeare,cighty foure,aboue a Fouland fue hundred : onl 


that firſt, from this laſt, which is to come , differing thoie * 


ſixe yeares before Chriſtes byrth. 

I confeſſe my ſelfe riot to be skylfull in ANronomie, al- 
though I doogreatly cſteeme that Arte , (it it be ſoberly 
vcd, and not vainely abuſed) which ſome , becauſe they 
are not acquainted therwith(as commoly it happeneth) 
doonot only deſpiſe, but alſo with cuyl woords, becauſe 
itis abuſed of ſome , deface. But if the writyng of Leoxc- 
tins, and which was a great while betore his tyme , [obn 
Sroffler, and other Aſtronomers iudgements,of thoſe rare 
coniunCtions of all the Planets in theende of watric Tri- 
gon be true : ( as certeſle I belecue,, and verily perſwade 


my ſclte ) I fay plainly, itisa thing greatly to be maruey- ' 
led at , that thoſe collations of tymes (in which the Lord | 


Godeither hath beſtowed ſingolar benefites yppon his 


Church, 
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Church,and alſo wy! beſtow, altered Kyngdomes,and 

ap- wyll alter) byſuch acertgine woonderiul-cqualicie , and 

N- quantitic of numbers ſhotld an{wcare betrweene them 

{clues , euen as thoſe cauſes of Aſtronomers in cucry re- 

Wo ſpect haue done. Of which it is moſt eaidently gathered, 
ore 


rat the Lord God by a ſingular prouidence, and cternal 

At, | *counfaile,dooth guide and gouerne all things. And allo 

full ' jris plamly tobe (cen, that he hath1nade the Starres, and 

in- thecourſcofthem tobeas it were Clockes of his cter- 

ne  nallcounfaile, and gouernements of ſuch things in his 

C O- Church, and common wewles, eucn as the Lord God ab proſe cf a 
-at, ſo dooth witneſle hym (elte , that thoſe lighres in the Fur fron mis. 
ne, marment of heauen, ſhoulde be tor ſignes of rymes, and 
any  diyes,andyeares. 


ue And therfore from theſe things do cunnyng Aſtrono- 
ad- mers fetchtheir conictures, becauſe through a certayne 
the rder which the ſtarres doo keepe, they haue by long vic 
la- = obſcrued very many things , that ſo froma truc obſerua- 
fro t "rionof principles , they may bryng foorth general can- 
ber ie&ures, whole cucnts doo marucylouſly agree togea- 
full + ;ther, Andthatthereis a ccrtayne order, or a true courſe 
mnly ' *ofthe ſtarres , that woondertull agreeing togeather of 
WIE ** yeares,continually in great altcrationgf kyngdomes,and 

Religion, which hath been marked, is a great proote : as 
,al-  bythatwhichis already ſpoken, ſhall more playnely ap- 
crly peare,Trucly,as oft as I cofider thele things, Lam not 00- d 
hey ky exceedingly troubled in mynd, but as it were compel- 
th) lcd ro belene, that that eſpecial tyme of the cnde of this 
aule world, is nigh athand : becauſe the Lord among othce 
wer thynoz alſo hath geuen vs certaync tokens, theſe rowyt: 
lohn that before his commyng , there ſhalbe a darkenyrgot 
rare the Sunne and Moone, and thatthe qualities of the hea- 
Tri- nens ſhalbe troubled. By which woordes no doubr he 
ade | would fignike , that the whole Firmament of Starres 
Uey- | 


ſhoullle be altered , and as it were threaten a dcliru- 
ord | ion, 
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' Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
An application of hiſtories,and 0- 


ther teſtimonies, with a ſhortrepeutuon, 
of that which is ſpoken. 


— 


Herefore , in my iudgement, _ 
herein 15 conteynced a woon- 
dertull myſteric, yea greater 
then may be vtrercd by any 
man , in that our mercytull ta- 
ther (it any credite may be gt- 
ucen to Mathemarituans ) to 
theſe three tymes , berweene 
thoſetwo thouſande yearcs of 
" thelaſt age, which (accordyng 
to Ea Propheſie) were appoynred to Chrilt , -hath an- 
nexed the ſame coniunction ot all the Planets , vnder the 
ſame ſignes, Becauſe, ittheſe Mathematical obſcruati- 
ons, togeather withthat agreement of times already (po- 
ken of , were compared with the Propheſies of the Pro- 1 
hetes, of Chriſt, and of Paule ,- we ſhall finde a maruey 
ous conſent of all theſerhyngs. Which thyng by the Pro- * 
hetes, by Chriſt, and by the Apoſtles ( the ſtarres ſigni- 

Fring theſame , through the vnſpeakeable loue of God 
towardes his Church ) 15 therefore done, that theſe three 
tymes,as it were by a molt neceſſary obſcruation , ſhould 
be marked: to wyt,about what tyme Chriſt tooke yppon 
hym our nature, alſo about what tyme, by the commyng 
of Antichriſt, the true dodrine of Chriſt was obſcured, 
and that ſonne of perdition obteyned the chicfe place in 
the Church, and Empyre ot the world: and finally,about 
what tyme that glorious comming of the ſonne of God g 
ro iudgement , 15to be looked tor , Butthat we may the 1 
better open theſe thyngs , let vs conſider after what ma- 

ner theenentsof thoſe two former tymes haue happe- | e& 
ned, in which the ſame conſtclation of the ſtarres , ac- | x 
| cording 
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cording tothe Op! nion of Cypri om Leoititins 5 dyd come, 
that of thoſe two paſt , we may the better iudge of that 
moſt ioyfull commyng of the ſonne of God, toal his e- 
le&, and may cerraynly perſwade our (clues, thaphe wyll 
make haſt, and come ſhortly , and with {peede fand alto 
let vs con!yder that tyme,in which the ſame conttellation 
ſhal appeare againe,which was twilc before, and in mul- 
titude of yeares(as is abourſayd) 15 like thele palt, 

When the godly about Chriſtes tyme dyd (ce that the 

gouernment ihould be taken , not onely trom the ſtocke Of the com. 
of David , butallo fromthe ewes , and tranſlatedto , "=. Sn 
ſtrange rulers,to wit, the houſe of Anyparer the ldumite, ; 
no doubt they ſuppoſed tnat Chriſtes commyng into the 
fleſh,was then at hand, and the rather they did {othinke, 
becauſe /acob the Patriarch had long before prophefied, Gne 49. 
that the Scepter ſhould net be taken from /4, nor the 
captaine from betweene his feete, vntyll S:/o came, or he 
which was to be ſent, And alſo theſe (cuentic weekes of 
Daniel, drew wel toanend , which being expyred the ban g, 
Ruler of the people (ſhould ſhew hym ſelfe . Neither dyd 
that vndoubted hope deceyue the godly : for the ſonne 
of God Chriſte at that tyme tooke our flethe vppon 
hym truely and in deed , he was a facrifice for our ſinnes, 
and roſe from death for our deliuerance , fo that thoſe 
Propheſies were fully expyred , and tooke theyr cffe@, 
And that then all the lewes thought their Aeſſcas 
ſhould be borne, which they tr ſhould be amigh- 
tye Monarch , 'andrule ouerthe world , Suetorims 7 ra 
g=illus dooth cuidently ſhew in the lyte of Veer , the 
fourth Chapter. 

Likewiſc ſaint Paxle dyd foretell a moſt certayne 2t- ofthe cons 
gument ofthe commyng of the ſonne of perdition. For =p of An 
inthe tymeof Paw/ , there were ſome in fo wicked an 
opinion , thatrthey thought the commyng ot the Lorde 
euen then to be nigh at hand ; whom Paxle endevou- 
reth to bring from thaterrour , teaching that ue ogy 
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ſhould not come, before that wicked man an encmie to 
God, werefiritreucaled , and that he ſhould notbere- 
uealed , except fir{t that auncient and preſent Empyre of 
Rome were vtrerly aboliſhed. Which thing he dooth {:g- 
nite in theſe woords, ſaying : He onely which keepeth , let 
him hold preſently wntill he be taken away , and then that wic 
hed man ſhalbe diſcloſed, Hierome followed the ſame icnle, 
wryting vnto Alga/ia, in this manner : Que canſaſir, &c. 
That is : Ton knowe very well, what the cauſe tr , that eAntti- 
chriſt nowe preſently commeth not . He wyll not play efy ſay, 
that the Romane Empire muſt be deitroyed , which the goner- 
nours thereof ſuppoſe ſhall continue for emer , Whereof it is, 
that according to lohns Renelation , in the forehead of that 
preypled Harlot , there is wrytten a name of blaſphemie , of 
enerlaityng Rome . For if he had playnely ſayde , eAnti- 
chryſte ſhallnot come, except firſt the Romane Empire be abo. 
liſhed, a inite cauſe there myght ariſe of perſecutyng the* 
Eait Church which thenwas. And alittle after, he ſayth: 


The Romane Empire , which now heepeth all Nations im ſub. * 
reftion, mu} be onerthrowen , and then ſhall Antichrift come, + 


the fountaime of rnguite, The ſame ſenſe dooth Terral- 
lianin his Treatiſe of the reſurre&tion ofthe flelh, and La- 
ttentins treate of , in his ſcuenth booke, and. 25. chapter 
of Inſtitutions. 

Burt ifwe woulde compare the Propheſic of Paxle, 
with the deedes of Charles the Great , we ſhall fynde 
that Propheſie in thoſe dayes marueylouſly ro haue 
taken effe& , and then the anncient Empyre of the Ro- 
manes, altogeather to haue come to naught , and the 
tytle of the Empyre , which was the image of the beaſt, 
to be tranſlated to the Frenchmen , and Germanes , and 
afterwardes by litle and litle efpccially tro haue come 
tothe Pope of Rome, which at that tyme began playnly 
toſhew hym ſelfro be very Antichriſt,and that damnable 
chyld. Becauſe he was not only cotent to be oiouuirmog, 
or the head of the vniuerſal Church (as Phocas _— 
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abouc two hundred yeares , had appoynted him ) but al- 
ſothe Lord of Lords. For Charles now being annoynted 


and crowned Empcrour by the Pope: ( becauſe he had Gun, wins 
luckely ouercome De/iderms kyng of the Longebaratans, b'>.4. 


which ambitiouſly ſought the Emperourſhyp of al /ralie) 
and afterwardes his ſonne Lodexicns Pins, from whence 
allo he receyued that name, to be called Lodowike the 
Godly, graunted vnto hym the gouernement both of 
Rome,& of many other prouinces: and this gift of Loas- 
wke,hath Raphael Volateran in the as of Pepme , & of the 
Emperours, faythfully commyrred to poſterities by wri- 
tyng, Sothe power and malice of the Biſhops increaſing 
by litle and litle, the whole world came vnder their ſub- 
iection,and al Emperours, Kyngs,and Princes became as 
it were their Clients , or ( as 1 may ſay ) their Vaſlals : and 
they yetin name;the ſcruaunts of laues: but in deede as 
it were chicfe Monarches of all Kyngs , feruyng at their 
beckes . Oftheſewe hauec a notable teſtimonic of that 


moſtnoble and woorthy Sa/iſbargan Arcibyihop Eber- tib.-. anna, 
bardas, which aboutthe yeare of our Lord, 1240. in the 1941, 4ven.in 


open counſayles of the King , is reported to haue ſpoken 
thele words cnſuing ; Flammes ul Babylonie regnare cups 


trodaen al things wnder their feere, wad /it in the temple of God, 

and be exalted abone al that which is worſhipped. The geſrre of 
riches , and thirſt for preferment, is unſatiable . The more you 
gue to 4 cometous manthe more he gapes . Shew your finger + 
wall deſire the hand : Through hberty we are all the woorſe, 
He which is the ſernaunt of ſernauntes , coneteth to be Lord of 
Lordes , as if he would be God him ſelfe. The holy aſſemblies 
and meetings of his brethren , yea of his Lords, he condenmeth. 
Het im feare , [eat hebe compelled to girte an: accompt of 
thoſe things which dayly he doth more and more agaynit the 
leves, He ſpeaherh wonderfidl things , as if he were God. 
Newe demiſe; are in bi mynde , whereby he may mipropri.ute 
CG. u. | the 
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wat,c. That is, Thoſe Babilonian Prieftes deſire toraigne, e+ '554 
bs tul.6 *4. 


guals they cannot abyde : they wyl not leane of until they hawe &,685. 


The blaphe- 
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gancie of 
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the Frpive to him ſelſe , Ie channoeth Laves, his owne he 
eſt bl; beth , he abvſcth, he ( wleth.deceynerh ſlxyerh . Thys 
man of perdition which is called Antichritt, in whoſe forehead 
it is written, lam God, and cannot erre: Fe ſneth in the 
remeple of God, and bearcth ſway far and wyde . Bat aritis in 
holy Scripture : He which readeth , let him underſtand. The 
learned ſhall underitand , all the wngodly ſhall doo wickealy, 
and ſhal not percetne, And alittle atter , Romani maieftas po- 
puli cc. The AMaieſtie of th* Romane people, which ſometime 
ruled the whole world , is taken from the earth , and the Em- 
pire is returned into Aſia, Agayne, The Eait ſhall beare ſway, 
the Weſt ſhatbe 1 ſubieftion. The kimrodome ſhalbe angmen- 
red,the chiefe power of things , by many ſhalbe ſcattered , dewy+ 
ded diminiſhed, I will not ſay, torne , cmill diſſention for ener 
is ſowen, neither ſhall we perceyne the ende of bloody batayles. 


The Emperonr is a vaine appellation , or name , and is onely 4 


ſhadowe. Ten Kings are togeather , which hane dinided the 
world, ſometime the Empire of Rome , not for the defence, but 
deſtruttion of the ſame.c>. 

Finally alſo,cuen as the Popein power and authority 
hath increaſed , ſo likewiſe in blaſphemies and impietie 
hath he abounded:infomuchzthat at length he hath vſur- 
ped the power of God , inuerted the face of all true Reli 
gion,and defiled the ſame with his fyth: which hyng no 
wife man can deny,*Therfore dooth he ſytinthe Temple 
of God, chalengyng to hym ſelfe the aucthoritie of the 
higheſt: and, as Paut fpeaketh, boaſtyng hym ſelte to be 


God,as may be proued by the Decrees and Decretals of 


the Popes, it any man thinke we ſay not the truth, Heare 
what his moſt impudent fauourers on his behalt haue 
reported : The Pope ( ſay they) is called as it were woon- 
derfull, from Pape the Interiettion of wondering , becaveſe 
he ts Chriſter Vicar and Gods , whoſe the fulneſſe of the earth 
i, And lohn Andy. Vpon this word Pope, in the Proeme 
of Clement (peaketh thus : Papa diftns eff quaſi pater pa- 
arm. The Pope is called as it were the father of al —_ 


acomportabie arnconuryſe. 2+ 


þ a1yrg one!y the frlneſſe of power, Allo Thomas of eAqrine Dit, 44. 


faith , That i [biritree) matters , and temporal , he hath the 
chiefeit degree , equally to Peter the eApoitHs, Atawoord, 
they make hym a Mungrell, as partly God , and partly 
mn. They call hym the Spouſe of the Church, The 
mother ot the faythtul , which cannoterre , whoſe voyce 
is heguenly, euen as Peters was , and therfore that he ts 
the chieteſt Iudge : whoſe wickednes , as the murders 
of S+mp/-, the (poyles of the Hebrner, and adulteric of 
lacob , are to be tudged of none : for there is one and the 
fame ſcare (ſay they ) both of God and the Pope, The 
Popes wyll is ſayd roW a heauenly wyll , and therfore is 
of power tochaunge tife nature of things, to apply thar 
vnto one, which belongeth to an other, and ot nothing 
to make ſomewhat. Are not theſe and ſuch like Rules 
of the Canoniltes, formally recited, marueylous thyngs? 
which with blaſphemous and wicked 'YPPes ynder the 
Popes perſon, accordyng to Daniel; Prophefie , fpeake a- 
gaynſt the Godof Gods. Andas the Occidentall Em- 
pyre of the great Pope, in thetyme of Charles the Grear, 
was diuided fromthe Orientall : ſo lik&iſe the Empyre 
at Conſtantinople , which ſometyme was called alſo the 
Orientall Empyre of Rome , afterwardes was greatly 
diminithed by the great Turke and Sarafins , whoſe pow- 
er atterward increaſed more and more, and thatmygh- 
tily. Afterward, a litle before the ratgne of Carolur Cal- 
wer, Coofin to Charles the Great, the Tartarian Turkes, 
by occaſion they were requeſted to aſsiſt the Perſians 2- 
gaynlſt the Sram, obteyned all eAfa: md theſe em- 
bracyng the Mathemarical ſe , at the length came to 
be of great power , Sothattheſc two wicked 'and Antr- 
chriſttan kyngdomes rooke their begynnyng, when the 
Romane Empyre in Phocas tyme and Herac/ins , was irm- 
payred , and inthe raygne of Charles the Great, the Em- 
pyre almolte ſubuerrcd , they dayly more and more 
Gui, mightely 


the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


mightily increaſed in this weake and divided kingdome 
whole fcete were become partly of yron , and partly of 
carth. Afterward, by lyes, backtlydings, and ſlaughter, 
Chich are the properties of Antichriſtans ) thar rulyng 
and Religion was confirmed,and the Saintes of God , by 
mingling carthly with heauenly things, were vexed : as 
Hiltoriographers, and the Chronicles of /ohn Amentine 
cuerywhere doo witneſle : and therefore both of them 
by the glorious commyng of the Lorde, (hall be abo- 
lythed , and (hall receyue one and the ſame deſlru- 
cuon. 

If therefore to the conſolatien of all the godly,and 
ore come, confirmation of our fayth , rhe holy Ghoſt hath had a 
rowdgement, EICAT Care to deliuer vnto vs by the Prophetes , certayne 

toreſignes , by which might be conieftured , when the 
commyng of Chrilt in the fleſh was nygh at hand : whoſe 
commyng ſhould yet betore the world , be bale and very 
ſimple , and yer of ſufhcient power ro ſauc our ſoules 
from the heauy curſe and diſpleaſure of God . And it 
the holye Ghoſte hath *beenc ſo carefull in geayng * ( 
tothe Church, and the choſen of God, certayne ſignes \ 
and rokens of the commyng of Antichriſt , no doubt he ? 
dyd the ſame , that the better they might ſhunne and for- 
 Aakeallhis vntrue teachinges and blaſphemics , by the 
helpe of Gods woord. And therefore hath the holy Spi- 
ritof God been the more diligentto ſhew to the Church 
many and manifeſt ſignes of the Lordes commyng to 
I ent, that ſo he might driue vs fromall ſecuricie 
of thislyfe, and wake vs out of the deepe (leepe of our 
deadly linnes, ——_—— ſpeedy commyng of the Lord 
toiudgement, we ſodainly periſh : and that inall afflii- 
ons, with whiche the Churche is continually yexed , we 
myght haue a ſure truſt and confidence in the mercye of 
God. And therfore the ſonne of God hym ſclfe in the 
laſt preaching before his death, through a great good 
wyll, gaue vs many ſignes , and carncſtly charged vs 7A 
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king his parable from the Fyg tree, that bcholding thoſe 
tokens unminent , we ſhould caretully and readily attend 
the commyng of our Brydegrome. Forthat commyng, 
to all the godly and choſen of the Lord, ſhalbe joytull 
and comfortable. In which the Sonne of God thal ap- 
_ in power mighty, in glory woondertull, and ſhew 

ym ſelfe to his foes terrible, to vs comfortable: tothem 
ſeuere, gentle to vs : to thema Iudge and Condemner, 
to vs an Aduocate and. Redeemer : to them an enimye 
and deſtroyer, to vs an aflured triend and detender : fo 
that he (hall recompence them with tire continuall a- 
mong the Diuels , but vs he ſhal reward with his fauour 
perpetual, in the ſocietic of Angels, and celeſtiall habita- 
tion , And therfore dooth /e/ cal that day of the Lord, 
a greatday,and terrible'rothe wicked) when al from the 
worldes creation, thal be made toitand betore the tribu- 
nal ſcate of God. 

Aboue 1 haue ſhewed , thatthe chiefelt ſigne of the 
commyng of the ſonne of man, was the preaching of the 
Goſpel , which Paul rermera the ſpirit of the Lordes 
rgouth . Alſo I haue declared how that figne is enident 
intheſe dayes, and that Antichriſt by the breath of the 
mouth of the Lord, is ouerthrowenand ſtrangled with 
Lynnen, as Sybs/ Erithrea (peaketh (that is, with interpre- 
rations of holy Scripture , imprinted in Paper made of ,,, 
Lynnen)it is manifeſt roal godly men , and inſtructed in 
true Religion . Now whatother thing remayneth, but 
the conſummation of the world, and that glorious com- 
ming ot the Lord,by which that wicked & daned fon ſhal 
be aboliſhed, according to Chriſtes words; Hitherto that 
coniuncton of all Planets which was:a ltle before rhe 
byrth of Chriſt. & in the ryme of Charles the great, mthe 
beginnyng borh of the Turkes tyrannical dominion,and 
the Popes Antichriſtian Religion, which ſhall enſuc very 
ſhortly, doth belong. Asit the Lord would (ay: behold rhe 
chicteltſigae of my comming:according to my promile, 
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the preaching of the Goſpel is come already , you ſce the 
powerot Antichriſt my {worne cniniec1s greatly weake- 
ned,now (hal you (ce the (1gnes in heauen,which torctold 
my tormer commyngin the fleſh, and the commyng of 
my aduerſary, by which you may gather my commyng, 
wherby I wyll vtterly aboliſh his viurped gouernment, 
and abandon hym from the godly, to that bottomleſle 
pyt ot hel. And therforc take you hcede,and be circum- 
ſpect, forthe tyme of your deliucrance 1s at hand . Net- 
ther can we dauby ( fith the {tarres arc of the Lord God 
created for itgnes vnto vs) but that that marueilous con- 
zntion of the Planers dooth forethcw a wondertul and 
incredible alteratio of al things. And what other change 
may we looke for, I pray you , but eucn the vtter deſtru- 
&onof the world , and the trumphant appearing of the 
Lord. For the fixe thouſand yeare, which 1s the laſt day, 
draweth to the euenyng courſe of tymes, and their tore 

told agreement, declare the end to beat hand : the prea 

ching of the Goſpel thineth , the Pope of Rome byrlic 


+ breath of the Lord periſheth, and we are in religion col, 


careleſle, and contemne his preachers , which the Lor-!: 
God cannot ſuffer long to go vnpunithed. Alſo this feai- 
ful inclination of the Starres, « 6 dayly talke of warres, 
the direful ciuil contentions, the cruel difſention in Reli- 
gion, the great plagues,the miſerable hunger, the ſtrange 
tempeltes, the woonderfull riſings of the Sea , and other 
ſignes,which many tymes haue come after the preaching 
of the Goſpel , and dayly doo more increaſe , are out of 
doubt the euident ſignes of the worldes ſpeedy ouer- 
throw , and haſty commyng of our Lord Ieſus Chriſt the 
{onneof God,to iudge the quicke and the dead. 
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CE Of the fifteenc hundred yeares 
after the A -oſtles rymes, vntyll the 
lait juCgement, 


Here are beſides theſe , many 
other very (wect and proba. 
ble conicctures of the fud- 
daine commyng ot the Lo:de 
to judgement , Which con- 
taine many ard profitable in- 
{tructions, and wyll be woon- 
derful and ſtraunge perchance 
to many, tor the tmal confide- 
ratio th:y hauc of them,which 
if they were wel wayghed.night bring vs into a great ad- 
miration of Gods prouidence, Iris wel knowentoall 
the learned,and not doubted, but that all goucrnments, 


according tothe Princes of Philoſophie, Platees and Ari- Plato. #.Pot. 
ffetles dottrine , haue their certaine concluſions : and it *<Aritor, 
may be for truth , that euery fiue hundred yeares , there ***** 


happen wonderful alterations both in Religion , & com- 
mon weales: as there appeared three in AMoſcs Kyng- 
dome. For from the commyng out of egypt vnto Sa/o- 
mon. there was about hue hundred yeares , from thence 
ynto the captiuitic of Babylon , other fue hundred : and 
from the returnyng,vnto the laſt ſubuerſion, five hadred 
moe : which laſt periode dooth greatly agree with thoſe 
ſcuen weekes of Daniel, becauſe they are in number foure 
hundred, foure ſcore and tenne. And therfore by a briete 
marking of the tymes and things brought to paſle, we 
wyl make it euident, that the laſt five hundred yeres from 
the Apoltles tyme, fully ſhalbe expyrcd in this Monarchie 
of the Pope, which now threatreth a great ruine,and per- 
chaunce an vtter dowrefal about the cighty eyghr, and 
nucnty three ycare , the former inclinations of the _— 
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and ocher enſuing, forehewing dyrefil things cuen vn- 
tl the fixe rhoutand and a hundred veare . Which Mo- 
narchie is called of /-5: 10 his Revelation, theunage of 
the beait, bY realon vt a certaine hikencs it hath with the 
old Monarchie,which by the like tyriny againſt the Chri- 
(tias, & mancr of gouernmer by their eccleſtattical Senar, 
& by their ſecular power /as they ſay) tothe ſatisfying of 
their minds 1n oppreſsing the chriſtian veritic, through al 
the world , they dooexerciſe. Sothat by a great and in- 
fallible ſuppoſition, it may be gathgred , that the noble 
commyng of the ſonne of God 1s nigh at hande : fith the 
preaching of the Goſpell now goeth before , by which 
this Monarchic hauing his aucthornic from the Dragon, 
at length ruinous begynnerh to ſtoupe , but cannot vt- 


terly be abolithed , according to Parles doftrine , vntv!? -, 


the Lord come for altogether. For by hiſtories we kno 
Tohnthe Euangeliſt to haue lyued longer tyme then ar 
of the Apoſtles, and to have written his Goſpel at Fp4: 
ſ#s, andatterward, when as none of the Apoltles wer-, 
no,not many dayes before liuyng,it g well knowen, thi: 
he was ſent of Domrtian into the Iland Parhmor, where | 
connrred his Reuclation to writing, and that was about 
the dayes of Traian the Emperour, which the hundred 
yeare trom Chriſtes Natiuitie , beyng adopted by Nerwa, 
cameto the Emperial throne : from whom , for cauſes 
enſuing,l wit begyn torecite three notable chaunges and 
alterations, both in Religion, and in the Empyre , which 
dyfter one from another, accordyng to the truc account 
of yeares,but fue hundred yeares a peece. 

Now theſe hundred yeares from the byrth of Chriſt, 
ynto the tyme of Traian, being expyred , fo ſ{traunge 
things and myraculous both in the Churche and com- 
mon wea'es happened , as from the beginnyng ot the 
world , ſuch and fo great neyther hane , neyther (hall 


cometo paſle , except onely in the laſt commyng of the 
Lord, 
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Lord, at what tyme he (hal call the cad before his tribu- 
nal ſeate , thatſuthe whole vngritions world may be 
brought vynto pcrperual ſhame , <nitirevermuous to c- 
uerlaiting glory , For hritour Lord arc. Sauiour Chriſt 
was borne of a virgin, perfe&t man, the Melstas pronuſed 
tothe Parriarches,the fonne of one ſnbi{tance with his e- 
rernai Father, by whom God hatl: made of notayng , all 
things both in hcauen above, and in earth belowe , and 
redeemed mankynd which was tallen, from finne and 
wickedneſle: for in the behalte of vs all he hath ſuftered a 
molt reprochtul death vpon the Crofle, to the end thar 
Death,and the Diucil beyng vanquiſhed ,he myght ryd 
all beleuers from eternall death , and the intollcrable 
yoke of Satan, He hath alſo ryſen like a conquerour in 
glory from the dead ,.and aſcended into heauen , that he 
myght prepare a way for vs to his almighty father, whoſe 
anger by his righteouſneſle he had appeaſed , and recon- 
ciled hym vnto vs. 

Finally alſo,at the feaſt of Pentecoſt,God myraculouſ- 
ly, and without meane (accordyng as it was long before 

romiſed by the Prophetes) dyd poure out his holy ſpirit 
Fal of al grace and goodnes , vppon his Apoſtles, that in 
all Nations they might be 2ble to gloriftie God , and in 
eucry language declare their meſage of gl:d tydings : as 
alſo maugre rhe Diuel and his adherents, the ſame ( not- 
withſtanding the outragious crueltie of Nero and Do- 
mitian,) was by the Apoſtles preached , and publiſhed 
throughour al the world. 

Laſtly, what wonderful things haue happened in com- 
mon weales from the byrth of Chriſt, vntothe hundred 
yeare after the ſame, at which ryme Tr.11 ene firſt receiued 
the Emperiall Diademe, I mynd not to proſecute ene- 
ry thyng particnlarly, leaſt by that meanes, ( contrary 
to my purpoſe) I enter into the diſcourſe of too long 
and t:dions a hiſtory . Amongſt other things , theſe 
woordes fore{poken of Chriſt and the Prophetes , rea- 
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ching the ouerthrow and vtter deſtruction of the Iewes 
and Hicruſalemare tulfilled : and al'o vader / r44a%e the 
Emperour there happen<da great altcrationin religion, 
For although the Empyre was of Roine, yet was not the 
Emperoyr a Roman borne, but a Spaniard, and adopred 
ro that digniric , by Nerwa, which was a Romane, And 
therfore by theſe it plainly dooth appcare, that the Apo« 
ſtles being dead , there was nowe a newe face of the 
Church,and that nothing fo beauritull as the formner,and 
allo a new tate of Empyre pretignitied of /obn in his 
Reuclation, becauſe that 7ra#as was the cight fromthe 
ſcuenth , who was Nerwa , which was the {cucnth from 
Nero .the lait ot the ſtocke of Ceſ.rs,trom whom [ohn bes 
gynneth tro number the ſcucn Kings , which werethe (c- 
Ap3c,uy uen heades of the Bealt , And therfore he ſayth : Beitia 
qu. videſts, fuit,et non eff: thatis, The Beait which thor 
ſeeweſt,vas,and i5 not : thatis, The Romane Empyre is,! 
not ſuch an Empyre, as that was which came ot the ito: 
of Ceſurs, & decayed when Nerna dyed, And now inthe 
ryme of Domitian, of thoſe (euen,frue were dead : butt] 
ſeucnth,which was Vere, was not yet come. And Cumwv 
merit , oportet enum brewe FOmpuas mAnNEYE , nec as: 7mperar 


\When he commeth,he mult tary a ſhort ryme,& gouern« ” 


buta while : which alſo came to paſle, becauſe he r2igned 
but one ycare and three monethes . But Tram was the 
cight, a Spaniard, no Roman borne, and adopted by the 
7 ſcuenth, Wherfore to the purpoſe faith the Ange! to /obw 
in this manner : Beſt gue erat, The Bealt which was, to 
wyr, the Roman Empyre, er noneſt, anc 13 notthe Ro- 
man, buta Romanſpaniſh Empyre , #4 9:/aw%z7 crit, that 
ſi:al be the cight from Vero , et e ſeptemeit, andis of the 
ſeucnth TOW), t,adopted of Nerua. 
Wherfore becauſe of this alteration in the Empyre, 
anc! mburnefull countenance of the Church , by reaſon 
TY efuſt > : þ - 
Pi, Mather chiete Rulers and Apoſtles weredead , we wyll 
here begyn to account the fult tiue hundred yeares, euen 
yinto 


a comfortable diſcourſe, 28 


yntothe dayes of Herachus and Phocas, which chaunced 
inthe. 604. and. 602, yeare from Chriſtes Natiuitie, A- 
bout which tyme Boniface the third was confirmed V- 
niuerſal Byſhop of al the world , and manitefted the fore- 
runner of Antichrilt,as likewiſe Gregorre the Great , not 
many yeares betore had pronounced of the Patriarch of 
Conttantinople , which ambitiouily ſought to be Primate, 
or chicte Biſhop of the reſt. About this tyme the Ro- 
mane Empyre was much weakened , and the Turke be- 
gan to be of power . This firſt periode may well be re- 
terred tothe Church of Chriſt, in whoſe beginrung as it 
were,ſhe ſuttred a molt greeuous perſecution of the Ro- 
mane Empyre , that cruecll and bloody beaſt, and had 
many godly and learned men, which entred moſt daun- 
ous and continuall conflictes for the ouerthrowe of 
Ferefies and yetnotwithitanding by litle and litle many 
Ceremonies were brought into the Church , by which at 
2ngth ſhe was marucilouſly polluted : the chieteſt bryn- 
ver ot tholc Ceremonies into the Church , was Gregorie 
the Great, yntil Ponrf ice by the helpe of Phocas did plain- 
ly declare hym ſclfe to be Antichrittin deede. 

From this ryme, vntyl the raigne of Hey the fourth, 
werecken the (econd periode of tive hundred yeares : in 
which all papilticall ſuperſtition, Idolatrie, blaſphemie, 
orders of Monkes, powerotthe Pope, with the chicſe 
Senate of Cardinals,dyd aboue meaſure increaſe, andin 
the rome ot Hewy, that impictic came to ripenes, cuen as 
alſo atterward dyd the Turkes tyrannie and blaſphemie. 
Petoregabouta two hundred and titty yeares , numbryng 
from Phocar the Emperour , which alfo haue thevr end, 
to wit, inthe daics of themperors,the Pope of Rome was 
licenced to be a ctuil marniltrat,recctucd his chicke aurho- 
nitie from Pepe, and afterwards from Charles the great, 
and Lo4owte the go'ily, and was indued with many pro- 
winces, 2nd adorned with double power , or with both 
Swords both of ruling the Spiritualric ( as they fay ) and 
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Of the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 
Laitie : which he obteyned ynder the pretence of Reli- 
gion ; and thertore /o-» in his Reuclation gyueth to this 
Beait , two hornes like vnto the Lambe . About which 
tyme, both the Turkiſh Empyre (as in his place it1s (aid) 
dayly increaſed , and the old Romane Empyre continu- 
ally decayed, and was diuided into the Oriental and Oc- 
cidental Empyre . Yet notwithſtanding the Occidentall 
Emperours1n reſpect of the others , had full power to 
create , and coutirme what Biſhops they would . Butin 
the tyme of Hemry the fourth, that order was altogeather 
chauged : becauſe the Biſhops at the length had brought 
vnto them ſclues al power and authoritie , both of or- 
daynyng and chooting Biſhops and Empcrours too, and 
made a new Eccleſiaſtical or Cardinalles Senate, to the 
which was giuen ful power ,to chooſe whom they would 
tothe Pepacie , the Pope being dead, and reſeruc 
them clues al aucthoritic of chooſing and crown 
Emperours, Againſt this vnſpeakable ambition & m1, 

C ' the Pope, dyd tor the mainteynyng of 

.2!! udthorine, according to the Decree of 
tarher Henry the blacke, though1n other thinges he c 
ouermuch ſubmyr him ſelte to the Popes autthorir", 
Henry the fourth , ſtoutly (as became a good Emperos 7, 
reſiſt. Forwhich cauſc , attcrward Pope Hi/debrande, 0- 
therwiſe called Gregorie the ſeuenth, a wicked and infa- 


> 5. mous Magitian , dyd excommunicatehym, andrayſcd 


great and greeuous warres againſt hym by others, in ſo 
much that he diſplacing hym , choſe a.new Emperour 
named Rafe, to whom he ſent a Crownevot Gold, with 
this inſcription : Perra dedir Petro, Petrus Diadema Rudol- 
pho. But atlength vanquiſhed by Hemry , hauyng loſt his 
right hand, he dyed miſerably. 

But Hemry beyng dead, when as now the ſccond Pe- 
riod of hue hundred yeares , from the tyme of Phocas 
was perfectly finiſhed , the vngodly Pope by his craft 
and ſ{ubtiltic, at the beginnyng of his raigne , obteyned 
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caſily of Hezry the fitt, (too wicked a fonne for ſo godly a 
fathcr\al his delire,So that that diuine Reuelation of /cbn 
dyd tully take cttect ; bycauſc that image of the bealt with 
two hornes , dooth exerciſe all the power of the former 
beatt, and ealleth al kings his ſonnes and Manes, and ear- 
7 itly doth keepe the mancr of the Gentiles in al kynd of 
idolatrie,only hauyng altered the names of things. Laſtly 
alſo,to this Image of the beaſt by the Dragon bicauſc he 
ſpeakerh li like a Dragon) that power is geuen,that he may 
quicken the other image of the beaſt, thatis, this Germa- 
nical Empyre,which rather ought to be ecrmed a ſhodow 
of the olde Empyre, then an image of the fame. For the 
Pope dyd geue lyte to the image of the beaſt,by his cleGti- 
on. For vnleſſe the Pope dyd confirmethe Ele&tion,none 
was worthy of the name of an Emperour. Therfore vnder 
the pretence of the keyes of the kingdome of heauen, this 
vngratious felow hath marueilouſly abuſed this power 
cfthe Dragon: which power , now by the preachyng of 
the Goſpel, through the grace of God, Ape, threatoa an 
vcter & laſt deſtruction - whoſe longeſt rermec of W.y | 
dred yeares,about the yeare,a thouſand ſixe hun (or 
therabour)is fully finiſhed, Whertore (fith this damnable 
chyld,and the image of the beaſt, with the Drago in thar 
xp wickednes,muſt be cut of, and caſt headlonginto 

el: )a great and infallible argurentis it, and agreeyng 
toGods woord, and t> the courſe of tyme, that this cer- 
taine computation of yeres, doth ſignitic the Lords com- 
myng to be very nygh at hand. 


CE Of things paſt already, things to 
come are marueylouſly gathered. 


Br that which hath been ſpoken , as well as a bric fe 
annotation of tymes , and things that haue been 
doone, could ſhew , it after a ſort appeareth , howe 
after the death of Herry the fourth , the Pope be- 
cane 
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came the chicte Monarch of al the world, ruled all kyngs, 
and obteyned all aucthoritic of chooſing Bythops. Allo 
how tharthird Periode of tiue hundred yeares , abo..t 
the yeare ot our Lord , one thouſand and fixe hur:dred, 
ſhould be tully pertect, that ſo without al doubt we may 
looke tor a new AMeramorphoſic of theſe things , if things 
tocome may well be gathered of things palt alreadye. 
And whatother, I beleech you, can we looke tor , but e- 


uen that which was ſcene and heard of ob» in his Reuce- + 


lation, from hym which fate on the Thrane among the 
4p%21.5+ fourcand twenty Elders, ſaying ; Beholde,l make al thwges 
new , anewheauen , anew earth , beholde the Tabernacle of 
God with men , and he ſhall dwel with them, and they ſhalbe 
bis people , ard he ſhalbe a God with them . even ther» God. 
But when thoſe vngodly Decrees & blaſphemies which 
the Romanes, trom the titty ſcuen, vnto the thoulande 
one hundred yeare (in al the tyme that Herr) the fourth 
a, pr ) by alirle and litle —_— in, are conſidered, 
2nd withal compared with our dayes , we ſhal finde all 
choic things continually to haue had ( as it were pecu- 
liarly) their fiuc hundred yeares a peece. Whertore in 
my 1udgement, by the rymes paſt, and ſtate of things pre- 
ſent,I am the moreconftirmed, to thinke the full and per- 
fe& end of al vngodlyneſle, to be very nygh at hand, afrer 
which ſhall enſue that perperuall and cuerlaſtyng world, 
in which the Lord God (hal raigne aad rule in truth, and 


mercy, for cuer. : 

Decrers Pon- Inthetyme of Hemy( as out of hiſtories we' gather) 
eificum- theſe Dezcrees of the Biſhoppes were publiſhed : rſt, 
e144. = thattheEmperours ſhould haue noaucthoritie to chuſe 
Krancz,li.g, Byſhoppes, nor Pope : for whiche cauſe the Senate of 
Cap. 6, Cardinals,to whom was giucn that power, was inſtituted 
oor ghd and preferred to great honour : then alſo they tooke vp- 
. ops, po them tochuſe and retuſe Emperours at their plea- 

ure,as plainly appeared by Hildebrande; clectyng of Ko- 


Adolph , and dilplacyng of Hewy, Morcouer , vnder this 
Empcroug, 
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Emperour,thart horrible idolatrie of the woorſhipping & 
carying abour of the bread,came into the Church : 
Laltly,in the yeare one thouſand mentie and three, al 
the Lawes of Popes were gathered and fer toorth by one 
Tun B, of Carnor, And thertore no doubt, but the Lorde 
God alſo at his certayne tyme,wyll bryng to nought, cut 
of,and by his commyng to tudgement, to the perpetual 
ſhamovt all Papiltes , vtterly aboliſh all that impierie and 
wickednes , which the Diucl by his miniſters, tothe re- 
proche of God, hath cauſed , increaſed , and confirmed, 
For we haue examples both in the people of the Jewes, 
and Gentiles. For when as their ſuperitition, and obſti- 
nate vngodlynes was come tothe top,then ſprang vp the 
true doctrine and preaching of the Golpell , by whiche 
thcir falſe doctrine was reproued: yet in the meane while 
through the iuſt and horrible diſpleaſure of God againſt 


* them, moſt greeuouſly were they plagued : cuen as alſo 


happened tothe Ieves, by Hicruſalems deſtruttion, and 
alſo to other nations, and laftly ro Rome , ta the miſcra- 
ble ſpoylyng of the Gorhes and Vandolicy, 

Bur if the tyme ſince the preaching of the Goſpel were 
wel marked, we (hal ſee molt euident beginnyngs of the 
rune and ouerthrowe of the Pope , and Papacie , whiche 
perchance eyther (hal goe betore the lalt ende of rymeor 
elsin that third ſpace of hue hundred yeares, or ſome- 
whart after, by the Lords comming ſhal come to nouchr. 
So dool perlwade my ſelfe - thinke you what yon wyll at 
your pleaſure,and yet take heed ye thinke not falſely. Put 
if io other places Terre, the matter is not great. For itis 
certayne out of the woord of God, that this crrour ſhalt 
not long continue. For Chriltis the very truth and can- 
noterre. But let vs note what hath happened and davly 
dooth happen among Chriſtians in this ovr age, and 
plainly and cuidently we ſhal fce all things ( foreipoken) 
to haue,and davly to come to paſſe,about this very tywe 
of tc hundred yeares, For we hauca notable —_ 
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hereof in the EleRors,and States of the E npy re,which in 
tic yeare one thoul and , fhuc hundred , titcic and eyght, 

(which was about the five hundred yeare atter the Po; PCS 
began their tyranaie our kyngs and Princes) dy dchuſe 
FordinandurthcE apcrour, naugre the Pope , and for c- 
The a (anulled char Decree of the Cardinals, for the con- 
firnation of his Election. How (I beſecech you) hath Lo- 
thringea Gian Cardinal in Framce , and Granuelins an- 
other Cardinal in Ze{grr, tor al their Cardinal(hyps, pre- 
uailed , in their lbouring to confirme the Popes auttho« 
ritic , andto bring in the Spaniſh Inquiſition? Hane 
notthe Frenchmen , and Belgians, by that meanc rather 
reb:led azainit chem , and cait from their ſhoulders that 
intollcrable yoke of the Popes bondage ? By which no 


doubt it is cuiclent, that the ſpace of tyuc hundred yeares 


1a which the Cardinals bare the (way, is nowe paſsing, 
and wyl ſhortly bz expyred,cuen as the other pecuith and 
idolatrousdofrine of the Pa; piltes, 15 well, and to their 
perpetual prayſe , baniſhed out ofthe Dominions of ma- 
ny good kings and princes. 

And now yee prunces deale wiſcly,and with indgment 
conſider, how that Antichriſt of Rome hath moſt | 
fully abuſed your auRhoririe , to the ſuppreſsing of the 
truth and perſecuting of innocents : Beare in mynd how 
long you haue been Miniſters and flaues to that bloody 
beaſt,in crucifying Chri't againe in his members.Belcar- 
ne{d ye ludg? s of the earth be (ory tor thefe things: Serne 
the Loardein feure , and reionee with tremb! yg. Forthe 
horrible day of the Lord hangs vp»on your ſhoulders. 
T herefore hiſſe the Synne, ler? be be angry , and (5 yee periſhe: 
when his furis halbe but alule lindled © bleſſed are all they 
which trat in the Loy le. : 

Now if inthat ſpoken alrcady, and other particu- 
lar Lawes, the number of fyue hundred yeares be (© 
rightly fylled , whartfhal we indge of the whole bodye 
ot al the Popes Dccrees? which afterward by —_— 
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ſhop of Carner, ( after whom Gratiin folowed ) in the 
yeare of the Lord,one thouſand nyntie three,at the com- 
maundement of the Pope, was trucly collc&ed in one 
booke, asit were by imitatyng /#/#:xia» the Emperour, 
which by the ayde of Tribomazus , and other Noble men, 
gathered the Ciuil Law into an order, and made therot 
anew booke. But how with abſurdities in number inft- 
nite,and blaſphemics not to be vrrered, thoſe Decrees ot 
the Pope,doo filthily deface the woord of God,none ol a 
right iudgement is ignoraunt, And yer alas theſe haue 
had more authority now many yeares,then the very im- 
mutable woord, and wyll of God . Which things, al- 
though they doo agree very wel togeather, vet for the 1g- 
noraunts ſake, we wyll proue the ſame both by a Canon 
of holy Scripture,and the Popes Decrees,maniteſtly con- 


, trary betwene them (clues, Pax! faith to Timothic : Spi x 4.10 


reutus diſerte dicit, fore, (5c. That is, The ſtirite ſth plamety, 

that in the latter tymes ſome ſhal depart from the fayth , by te- 

ang ro falſe ſhirites, and to the dottrine of Dinelles , by the hy- 

pocriſie of vaine ſpeakers , whaſe conſcrences ave ſeared with 

an hot yron : they forbydde to marrie , they commanerde to 
abitayne from mrates whichs ave created of God, to be e4- 

ter of the faythfall , and of thoſe whichs bnowe the wrath, 

with tharkefuineſſe. Anda litle before heraught : «A By- * Tim, p- 
ſhop muit be the huſhande of one wife. To theſe woordes 

of the Apoſtle, the Decrees of Popes are cleane oppoſite, **=* ; x 3h 
which doo forbyd Byſhops , Pricites, and all the C lergie» 

to marry, with this Intcrdiddion, that if they doo fog” 

they rault be remoued from the Eccleſiaſticall callyng, 

and , which ismore, if they haue alreadye contracted 
Matrimonie, without any reſp<& of irregularſhyp, they 

muſt be ſeparated, and ſhalbe compelled by the Ordi- 

nary, and remedies of Excommunication , to rctuic 

their wyurs, &c, By which iris apparant , that the Pa- 

piſtes arethoſe, which in the latter dayes ſhould depart 

trom the fayth,and by the Diuels prouokyng , vnder hy- 


I.u, pocriltc, 
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pocrifie,&(which many of the chiefc!t of them haue not) 
vider the cloke of oucrmuch chat tic, forbyd pure and 
chaite Matrimoaic, which the Holy Ghoſt dooth fingu- 
luly commend : and allo receyuyng ot certain meates, 
which; as Pax! dooth witnes)C 10d hath created for the fanh- 
fault be eaten with thankesgenyrs, And yet notwithitan- 
ding, thele (as | ſaid before) Decrees of Poes, although 
they be cleane contrary to the wyll of God , haue had 
more auhoritic among men , then the etcrnall woorde 
of God, Becauſe thoſe , although in dcede wicked and 
vngodly, yet haue been called Holy and Catholique,and 
they which haue been conucrſant in them, our chicte ma- 
{ters and Doctours were counted, to whom the ſacred 
Scripture was moſt vnſauerye. Sothart to take an honeſt 
woman to wite (which Pa»/commaunded his Biſhops to 
doo) was diſhoncſtie, and more diſhoneſtie, then eyther 
openly to vie a Concubine,or ſecretly to commyr adulte= 
ri2 . Alſo on the Fryday to cate fleſh,was a great finne and 
herelie : and yet on that day to folowe drunkenneſle and 


carnalitie,was no{hame, but highly commended. Like- 


wiſe, to heare the blaſphemous Maſſe , toreverence an 
idolatrous peece of bread , and to carry the (ame about 
with 2 pompous Proceſsion , was noimpietie, but good 
Religion: and yerto celebrate the Supper of the Lord (o- 
betly,accordyng to his Inſtirution, was no godlynes,but 
great abommation. At a woord,, the doctrine of Chriſt, 
a good and godly conuerſation , was of them ſuſpected 
as erronious: and yet forſooth their deuilith Decrees,and 
damnable doctrine was holy, and nothyng pernicious. 
Their impuritie,greart pietic: their hyporriſte, great holy- 
nelſe: their damnable Ceremonies,was the dinine ſernice 
of God. Sothatal Chriſtian Religion was vtrerly bant- 
ſhed, and no token of the true ſeruice of God coulde be 
feene, Butnow in the yeare of the Lord, a thouſand hue 
hundred.nientie an1 three, after Chriſt-s byrth , which is 


the hue chouſand, fiuc hundred, and lifth yeare after the 


; + world 
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world was made , that expiring of fiue hundred yeares 
draweth nygh,in which th:ſe Deerces of Popes gathered 
together by publike authoricic , to the great defacyng of 


Gods woord, and the mcrites of Chriſt, ſhall have theyr 


ende'. Wherfore a woondertul and vndoubred hope of» 


things to come,may be conceyucd of things palt, that a» 
bour that tyme ihalbe that vntuerſal deſtruction of al the 
world, and glorious commyng ot the Lord : by which all 
theſe Popilh Decrees ſhal come to nought,and by the iult 
wdgement of God, as crroneous and blaſphemous , be 
caſt intoeternal fire, becauſe they haue wickedly burned 
al the truc interpretations of the Propheticall and Apo- 
ſtolicall Scriptures,and cruelly martyred the learned Mi- 
niſters, and true profeſſours of Chriſtes Religion , Vn- 
doudredly that number oft fue hundred yeares in lyke 
manner as the others ſpoken of before , doo preſage the 
ſane like thing : the Prognoſtications of the ſtarres (as 
may be gathered by that which is ſpoken ) take their et- 
feR 2boutthe ſame ryme. The preachyng of the Goſpel, 
and other tokens mentioned of Chrilt , is gonne before: 
and the iuſtice of God eſpecially dooth exatt the ſame, 


Sy Of the double apt of numbers 


which is repreſented in the number of the yeares 
ot the world, happenyngin the eighne 
eyght, and nyentic three yeare 
next enlwng, 
| Owe what ſhould I thinke and ſay of that 
courſe of veares, from the beginnyng,vn- 
tyl che nyentie three now at hand? Which 
115 the veare of the world , fue thouſande, 


5 —— hue hundred , fifrie 4nd fue : dooth it 
Hoe; torcſhewe any woonderfull , or ſignifte 
any pertcct thing, or no? Cerrainely I finde the ſame to 

I, ut, be 


J7 the ſecond commrng of Chriſt, 


be altogether of like proportion, as by that which is ſpo- 
ea may appeare , cuen with the eighty cyght now at 
hand , becauic1t 1s 1n his qualitic the hue thouſand, fiue 
handred , and fifry yeare._ The Pyrhagorrans, and Plato- 
»ites, men of great aucthoritic, haue thought many 
things to comiltin theſe,and hauc woondred therar : for 
the loweſtnumberin the higheſt, hath in itſclt a pertect 
Arithmericall proportion , and trom the loweſt ro the 
higheſt,it comprehendeth within it a perte& Geometri- 
call equalitie, And Plato 1n another place greatly dooth 
wonder at the Arithmertical,and faith, that the ſamie doth 
make the mynd apt for al ſpeculation,and practiſe. And 
he doth adde moreouer,that numbryng 15 gyuen of God 
hym (elf to man, as a neceſlary inſtrument of reaſonyng 
and diſcourſing,without which, the mynd thould appere 
without amynd, and all Arts and knowledge would va- 
nith. Here I contefle my ſelte to haue certayne ſingular 
imaginations,and thoſe not vayn, but of wayght, and a- 
pa tothe woord of God,as I thinke. And therfore 
or the protitof all , and that I may gyue an occaſion to 

the learned , more deeply to thinke of this matter, I wy!! 
not bury this my talent what ſocuer it be, but wyl ſer it a- 
| brode for commoditie, and bring it foorth without any 
1 regard of the ouer curious : and the rather , becauſe [ 
know that theſe things (if el{where perchanceT flyde) do 

contayne no daunger or hereſic within them, but rather 

by occaſion many profitable in{trutios , and thoſe ſweet 

and neceſſary. 

And (that we may returne to P/ato, (he ſayth in ano- 

= ther place very well, Thar God is an eternall ſpirit, and 

lb.z, Cauſcofall goodnesin the world . Becauſcin the crearti- 
onof good thyngs , he (hewed hys vnſpeakable power, 
wyſdome, and goodnes : and in the conſcruation of 

things created, his eternal prouidence, and a wonderfull 

conſent and order of al things : that by the contempla- 

tion therof, man which was madeto the unage of _ 
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ſhould alſo continue, according tothe woord renealed, 
in acknowl:dging and callyng on his Maiettie : and nor 
as a brute bcatt , beholding the earth, thould (ccke atrer 
yayne and tranſitory things , but ſhould in mynd aſcend 
into heauen , to behold things celeſtial , and of continu- 
ance , as alſo the Scripture euery where dooth reach vs, 
Alſo, what kynd of men would Plaroin his Phedrus and 
Phedon , have in his common weale* Forſooth euen 


ſuch, as through comtemplaring of heauznly thinges, 


ſhbuld rather ſeeme ro lyue without , then inthe body, 
and rather ro God, then them (clues, and be delighted 
in hym alone. But that we may goe higher, tothe mani. 
feſting of that which am about : Ler vs behold how all 
things inthe world doo ſtand , and we thal finde them 
in a certaine order,meaſure,and number, to be fo linked 
togeather , that they can not be ſeparated , The Heauen, 
the Planets,and the Starres keepe their certayne order & 
tyme,and they appoynt the certqin courſe of euery thing: 
aid cauſe the change and alterations in the bodies both 
of men and bealtes : and in his due tyme cuery hearbe is 
brought foorth. 

Al which things are ſo apparant in our eyes,15 of them 
we can not doubr, And yetal rheſe things, by the in- 
comprehenſible wiiedome and prouidence of almigh- 
rye God, are keptin their certayne meaſure and num- 
ber . For God by a certayne meaſure ( asit were) hath 
placed the earth like a round Globe in the myddle, ( fo 
that no way it can fall) the which the whole Firma- 
ment of heauen doorth compaſte, and in the fpace of 
ewenty and foure houres 15 carryed rounde about the 
ſame. Alſo he hath appoynted a certayne and iuſt 
number of ail thyngs : to wyt, the foure ſeaſons of the 
yeare, and their monethes, dayes , the certayne houres 
of euerv day, the minutes of euery houre, and laftly, the 
certaine endes of tyme , by a certaine incomprehenſible 
conſent of the Sturres and numbers among them ſelues. 

Not 
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Not as though the ſtarres and . numbers without the 
firſt cauſe, can bring any thing to patle , but becauſe in 
their gouernment, and ſeconde operation of the Starres, 
they repreſent before our eyes , the inumeaſurable wyle- 
dome,andcternall prouidence of God , Becaule God is 
not a God ot contulion, that he can doo all things at his 

legſure,by a certayne inordinate atteCtion , as men doo: 
bur he is a God of order, a keeper of order in his things 
created , from which he dooth not ra{hly digreſſe , al- 
though he cyeth not hym ſelfe therto, that he wyll not,or 


'cangot alter it(when his glory by his ſecret counſaile,and 


the ſafcgard of the Church require the ſame. ) Forin the 
ſtaying and going backe of the Sunne, inthe tyme of /0- 
ſ:14and Exzechias kyng of /uda, and by other diuine my- 
racles, he ſheweth the contrary , And yet without al con- 
rroucrſie, the eternal prouidence of God, and Predeſti- 
nation , hath appoynted by a certaine meaſure and num- 
ber from the beginnyng of the world, to the ende of the 
ſame, asit were by Rule, certaine termes in the courſe vt 
the ſtarres, by whiche , greathabilitic is gyuen to a skyl 
ful and learned man,ro iudge of things to come, euen as 
by aDyal made by a woorkman,in proportion and num- 
ber,things to come are foreſcene, becauſe Art, as nigh as 
may be,imitateth God and nature. Yea,and theſe excel- 
lent felowes, Plato arid Ariſtorle, doo place all wiſedome, 
knowledge, and vertue , inthe proportion of number: 
for Vertue and Juſtice they ſet in the myddle, by which, 
to cuery man1s geuen his owne , by a double cqualitie, 
andis meaſured by a proportion Arithructical and Geo- 
metrical. 

Nowe, ſithence this inſtant number of the yeares of 
the world, doth ſocxacily comprehend in it ſclte al thoſe 
things mentioned before , as from the beginnyng of 
things, and in this laſt age, in like quantitie, and ſo per- 
feftly dyd neuer appeare,(as hereafter more plainely we 
wylprouc ) I ſuppoſe the Lords God the niaker and go. 
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nernour of all thinges , by this proportionable agreeing 
of number, wyll ( as itwere by the hande) leade vs to 4 
certaine deepe conlideration of a pertetexpiryng , and 
ende of al thinges : c{pectally in as muche 2s the dyre- 


full Deſtizics , the Stacrres , and damnable Decrees ot 


Popes doo fultyll th: whole number of five hundred 
yeares. Sotharl trult, that the commyng of the ſonne 
of God toiudgement, wyl thortly enſue, 11 which all im- 
pictic, lying, and dooing of wrong , through the tyrannte 
of Anrichrilt , the Diucl and his members, ſhalbe taken 
away:and the eucrialting kingdome of Chritt in truth 
and cquitic,ſhalbe confirmed: that ſo roeuery one thalbe 
geuen his reward either good orbad , according to the 
true Geometrical proportion, which 1s the Ruleof In- 
ſtice in God , to whom all belecuers 1n Chrilte , are 
ke, 

Burtharthe more plainly theſe things may be vnder- 
ſtoode, it muſt be knowen what wee call Arithmericall 
proportion, and Geometrical, accordyng to inſtice : and 
alſo how theſe two proportions are perfetly contayned 
in this yeare of the world. 5 55 5. which in the yers 95. en- 
ſaing,ſhalbe the yeares ſince the worlds foundation . A- 
rithmerical proportion is, whe as taree or moe numbers 
being (ct al without any reſpe& of proportions, doo dit- 
fer by equal oddes , as. 1,2.3.4.5. Here continually one 
number differs from the other but in vnites, as alſo. 2, 
4- 6.8. 10 inwhich one diffcreth from an oth&r , by the 
numb-r of two. And th-rfore we ſee in the fifth number, 
which is the lalt, an Arithmertical proportion to bee 
contayned , becauſe ithath in it ris excellencic , that it 
coprehenderth in it felfe,& ther fiely, al vnites, of which all 
other numbers doo conſiſt , be chey cucn or odde, tothe 
which, no natural, be he nzuer ſo talkariue, can atr2in by 
pumbring , This Arithmetical proportion, Ar:7or/- aſcri- 
beth to the exchaonoceable Tuſtice. For cven as cucry 
numbcr plainly dooth differ fro other in equal ſumme: © 
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a great equalitic there muſt be between= the ware and 
the prize, leaſt while one is inturied, the other by his loſle 
and damage becomeriche. 

The Geometrical proportio!1 15, when as three or mo 
ſummes being (er, we colider not the difference of nun 
bers, bur marke the equalities of proportion... Foreuen 
as. 5. rcterred go. 50. hath the proportion of quannrie, 
ſo hath, 50.to. 500, and as.50.to. 500: (0.500, t0.5000, 
al which arcinthe proportion of, 10, But Plato (aide, 
that this Geometricall proportion can doo muche, both 
betweene God and man: and thatthe ſtate ofa common 
Weale 15 then belt, when it conſiiteth of a Geometrical 
equalitic,which appoynreth perſons, and ordeyneth of- 
fices, according tothe greatnelle and woorthyneſſe of 
gyftes, and beltoweth rewardes to woorthy perſons, 
whcrot it is well called of the Philoſophers,a diltributiue 
Tuſtice, For examples ſake : As in the gouernyng of a 
ſhip,theruling of the ſame 1s not committed toany man, 
bur vnto hym which is $kyltull, and for his cuanyng, arid 
well guydyng therof , he receyucth a berter ſtipend ther, 
other which are vnskyltull : ſo alſoroa vertuous , cun- 
nyng,iuſt,conſtant, and graue perſon , the adminiſtra- 
tion of the common Weale is ro be commyrred , and 
withall a woorthy honour - lealt by a gouernement 
whichisrude, wicked, and tyrannicall. , the common 
Weale bz brought ro deltrufnon . 

Alſointhe affayres of priuate perſons, this Geo- 
metrical equatitic isto be oblerued . For a greater ho- 
nour and reuerence is dae to the M giſtrate , then 
to an other man : to our parentes, then to {traungers:, 
to an ol man,then to a young : to 2 learned, then to an 
ignoraunt. Alſo weought morecntyrely to loue our 
wyues and chil:iren,then other folkes : as likewiſe accor- 
dyng to the dorine of Paw/, we ſhould more make of, 
and cheriſh thoſe of the houlhold of tayth,then ſtrangers 
trom the Church, 
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But alas, wetooto well doo k1ow , that nocquality 
accordyng to the Arnthmencail PrCpPUTT.ON 15 ket T at 
all, no notot thoſe which are accompred the mot: holy 
among the members of Chriit, and in rhe {ame greatly 
delyghting them clues , as though then they were 
the beſt Chrittians, if they lead a ctuill and polinke lyfe 
without any publike reprehenfion . The which as it 1s 
rare, ſo is it much to be commended : becauſe to doo fo, 
is the propertic of a good citizen . Butit foloweth nor 
by and by that they are good Chriſtians , becauſe they 
are good Citizens. For godlines , humanitic, bounte- 
ouſnes,fidelitie,vprightnes and truereligion, {fretch far- 
ther then doth outward behauiour , the rule of the law, 
and hypocrifie. Forthe true diſciple of Chriſt being of 
one minde and meaning with his mayſter Chriſt, will 
be fo farre from inriching him ſelte by impoueriſhing a- 
nother, and by hiding that which may hurt his neygh- 
bour, that by no meanes he wyll preferre his owne pri- 
uate proſpentie , betore- the common profite of others: 
and rather wyll torgoe lyte and lyuing, then doo that 
which 1s not {cemely tor any man , much leſle for him 
which is by calling holy , and by proteſsion a Chriſtian, 
Good God, how farre from this mynde and purpoſe are 
moſt of our buiers and ſellers eſtraunged ? For as yet we 
talke not of thoſe which are well knowen to be deceipt- 
full, faythleſle, abhominable, aud common vſurers, but 
of ſuch as in ſyght of al men ſeme and be accompted ho- 
nelt,and good Citizens . Foreuen theſe doo perſwade 
them ſclues that they deale vpryghtly, if oncly they giue 
true meaſure for their money : not conſidering at all, 
that to take exceſitue gaynes is ro doo wrong, and alto- 
gcather agaynſt juſtice : not conſidering , that it 15 all 
one in re{pe& of equalitic ( from which all wſtice dooth 
ſpring ) to (ct roo great a price.and to ſel by falſe weights 
and meaſures', by which reaſon , the vnequalneſte of 
piiceand ware , maye woorthely bee called vniuſt 21d 
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F2l{e mcaſurc : for it it were demaunded of them,whether 
It were mecte to bring hym intothe right way , which 1s 
outot theway? ortotllewe hynthercady waye which 
15 altogether 12norant of the {anic? orit he wernot much 
to be blaincd,, which ſceing his neighbour goe aftraye, 
wyl witout callyng hym backe,lt hym go on foreward? 
I ama fare they wyil contefle both hym to be a noughtye 
man, and this no honelt man for his labour . And yet 
forſooth 1t is a falie opinion which wearc in , when from 
a generall propoiition,we come to a particular, contrary 
to their minds: indeed it is more agreeable to inſticenot 
to hurt a man by the purſe, or loile of goods, then to thew 
hymthe ready waye which knowcs it not. Burt I pray 
you , What is the cauſe of theſe finitter opinions ? fith 
the reafon is al one, and nothing more agreeing with iu- 
ſt:ice. Trucly (clicloue, coueroutneſfic, and an ouer great 
care of this life , frgm which Chriſt earneftlydooth call 
vs, Butlet vs thinke that ſaying of Cicero to bemoſttrue: 
Onum quid 9-015 fram ſcrat.cye. It ts not the part of plaine, 
ſumple ingenious mnocent, and hone(t mangbut rather of a ſub« 
tile, vile, wily , deceit ful, malicious , crafty ,and donble dealer, 
for his owne profits ſake to hyde that which he knawerh, from 4- 


my man which ſhould vnder/Fand the ſame. And tabreouer he' 


faith, S: vitwperand; ſont qui reticuer wrt , quid de his extitt- 
mAndum e F,qua orationis vanitaten adnburrant? That 18:7 f 
they are to be dt; prayſed , which keepe a thing cloſe , what hal. 
we thinke of thoſe which hane vſed vayne woordes? And ther- 
tore ſayth Syrach very wel: » As aravle in the wall fticketh 
fait berweene two ſtones, ſo doth ſinne ftithe between the buyer 
and the [cller. 

Likewiſemuch leſſe is the Geometrical proportion 
keptin this wicked world. For the wicked and vnlcarned 
beingin face impudent , and in behauiour egreg'ovs 
Paraſites, are exalted to great honour, and glorious oft 
fices, when as men famous, as well for learnyng , a5 Re- 
gion, be either in Court condemned, or of Sycophantes 
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defaced,or vnwoorthely diſeraded , for ſome light of- 
fence ; as happencd to Beliſerices, who by /nitimur loft 


hiseyes : For darkenefſe cannot abyde the lyght , ard 


bolde ignorance through hcr marucilous inpugcnciey 
douth (ct her (cire againit learnyng and knowledge. For 
as Uimtilian dooth witnes, Ono qui que minus valet, hoc ſe 
mas attollere, et dilatare conatur : Thelea(? of power, the 
moſt vaineglorioue, And againe, O0 minus ſ.tiunt, 1:15 
haben pudorts : T he more foole, the more impudent  Nowe 
therefore , (yth among the learned, or (as Plato ſayth) a+ 
mong Philolophers,the contrary dorh happen ,no mar- 
ueyleit the vnlearned haue them in contempt, Yet F/ato 


woulde haue it otherwiſe in his common \Weale , where Plato te Re. 
eytherPhiloſophers ſhoulde beare the ſwaye , or thoſe F-*5+ 


which ruled, ſhould be learned in Philoſophie, or (which 
wedoo adde) ar the leaſthaue ſuch about them, whoſe 


 counfailerhey might vſcand folow, Moreouer, fith the 


Lord God, tor his cle&es{ake (for whoſe cauſe all thyngs 
arc kept) hath created al! thinges, it foloweth out of the 
woorde of God, and his dinine Tuſtice, that all thinges 
m the worlde, are due vntothe ele and godly , not to 
the wicked and reprobate, But it falleth out farre 0- 
therwiſe in the wpride, where the wicked doo flouriſhe in 
riches, and are preferred : burthe godly doperiſhe with 
pouertte,and are leaft as a pray to theirenimies, 

Alſo Chriſte the on«ly begatten ſonne of the cuer- 
laſtyngGbd \, whicheis the maker both of heauen and 
earth , and Lordc of Lordes, hath witneſſed of hym ſclte, 
that #: this worlie bs hat wot where to byyde his hcade , but 
was bctore the worl] 2 very abiect, and made awaye by a 
moſtodious death , enenthe death ofthe Crofle : Yer 
notwithſtznding his adverfary , that ſonne of perdiw- 
on, firtcth ſar (God) inthe Temple, ralyngwith two 
Sworges, flouriſhing in riches, power, 2nd glory, and 1s 
with a] reyerence called 0:17 Holy Father, and woorthyrp- 
ped as the Deputic of Chrilt hym{ife , And therfore by 
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theſe we playnly percciue, thatin this world no Geome- 
ericall equalite according to the diltnbutine juſtice, 
(which 1s the beſt) is any where obſcrued . But yet (ith 
God 1s tvit) 2ll kynde of juſtice neceflarily to al n.uit be 
extended,ſo that to the woorthy,al things mult be grzen, 
buttrom the wicked, al things which talſcly they have ta- 
ken to them ſelues, and abuicd, tothe moleſting of the 
the godly,ſhal vtterly be take away. Wherfore needs mult 
there bz another lyfe after this , & therfore for thoſe rea- 
ſons alleged, we {cr down, that the Lord God doth tore- 
ſhew ro x [tudious,by this double proportion,or equa- 
litic of niber , accrtain finiſhing of things with an veter 
deſtruction of this wicked worlde, and withail he vn» 
doubredly doth giue vs to vnderitand , and ſignihes the 
beginning of the building anewe of the eternall king- 
dome of Chriſt, which with vpright iudgement , and by 
equalitie in cucry reſpe& , he will eſtabluhe perpetually, 
and make it endure world withour end. 


CE Of the number of fine, the fius- 


fold fourme,and of the Grecke letter X, 


Ith by that whiche is vttered 
wee haueſhowen , thateuery 
fyue hundred, and cuery. 50, 
yeare , there doo commonly 
happen ſome ſingular alte- 
rations in the Churche, and 
common Weales , itfollow- 
eth very likcly , that the eigh- 
tye eight yeare nowe at 
hande, whicheisthe yeare of 


the worlde. 5550. ſhalbe fully perfe&: towhich, if but 
hue 
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fiuc were added, it commethto paſle ( as a litle before it 
is (ayd ) that the whole number, in the yeare. 93. wyll 
be proportionable, accordyng to Arithinetical and Ge- 
oinetrical cqualitic . And therfore they doo ſceme to 
prelage vnto vs a golden world iadeede , and euerlaſting 
rocome, im which all the tuſtice of God thalbe tultyl- 
led , andhaucher full ſtrength , and vertue, Yetl 
do not deny, butit is my ſaying ; thatthe lowelt number 
of ftiuc tromthe firlt & laſt, doo ofter vynto vs many things 
agreeing very well ro our purpoſe : clpectally fith which 
hath been fayd ſo meete in one, and many things els 
both inthe Byble, and Sybilian Oracles are to be tound 
like vntothem : all which we plainly fee are grounded 
in the perpetual ordinaunce and prouidence of God, not 
by chaunce. 


- 


Otthe number of, 5. is termed the fiuefold fourme, 


- Which of all other , (as Qian recordeth) in fet- quy, 0 
tyng of trees , maketh the tayreſt Orchyard, and is fuch, cap.z, 


as how fo cuer one behold the ſame , it is dire& and 
Nrayrte . Then is a thyng ſayd to be fuetolde , or 
of fiue manner of waycs , when the diſpoſition ther- 
of is ſuch , as two partes therof , rogeather with the 
thyrd of another ſort , oppoſite to them ſelues by equal 
fpace , doo ſceme ( how ſo cuer you turne your {elte) 
to haue the tourme of hue, or this letter Y., by which the 
Latizves doo note flue . But if fine in number were 
ſer downe by other figures , or by the fame, or in lyke or- 
der vnderneath , they doo repreſent the Greeke letter y. 
and the Latine X. which dooth ſigntfie rene. From 
thence Ithought, ſith in the forementioned proportio - 
nable number of yeares , the number of tne 15 low-= 
eſt, and bc{ides dooth repreſent theſe two letters, from 
which alſoby an cqualitic of Geomerricsl proportion, 
I goeth foreward by the diſtance of tenne, I thought 


I fay, whether this alſo dyd fignifie ary fingular thing ofhe greete 
woorthy to be marked 3 For the Greeke letter y. 1s tener X 


the 
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che firſt letter in the name of Chriſt, yarses.and /ohwin the 
Renel.awn by X$&, contmaundeth ail of vnderſtanding, 
to count the commyng ot the Bcalt riſing from the 
carth, and hauyng the two hornes of the Lambe , whiche 
arc ſixe hundred {txtie fixe yeares : {o (igniticant are theſe 
Grecke lettcrs . But in the explications of this place, B/- 

linger teacheth,that the account of ſixe hundred fixtic ſ1xe 
yeares mult begyn, when /obn ſawe his Reuclation about 
theend of the raigne of Domittan , which was from the 
byrth of Chriſte the. 97. yeare : ſo thar ro the fillyng 

of the hir{t hundred yeare from Chriſtes Natiuitie, three 
yeares be wanting . It therctore theſc yeares were added 

toan hundred, ard they added to the number of the 

Beaſtes name. 666. and three yeares were taken from 

thefirſt hundred , we thal haue the yeare ofthe Lord 

to be, 763, which was the. 13. yeare of Pines raigne: 

about which tyme Pipine graunted vnto the Pope , his 
chiefe power and aucthorttie, contrary to the mynde of 
Leo Iſamricns , whom the Papiſtes extremely dyd hare, for 
caſting their images our of his temples, and therfore they 
called hym,\xoreuayo,or enimic to Images. Therfore by 
theſc letters we know the tyme of the commyng of the 
beaſt,with two hornes like vnto the lambe : even as Her- 
ry Bullinger dooth proſccute the ſame more atlarge , and 
prooucth the (ame by Sybi/s Oracles, Moreoner , when 
we count al markesof the letters in this name yeugods if 
(as it is in Syb1/s verſes) E. be added,we hal plainly finde, 
thatin theſe alſo, the beginnyng of the ryme when the 
kyngdome of Chriſte ſhoulde be preached , and alfo the 
beginnyng of the fall of Antichriſt , cucn as in the former 
his commyng was ſignified. All rhe Greeke I:tters in 
this name,expreſſe this number. 1.485. 

Noweif the yeares whiche come from that yeare ,in 
whiche Ieſus by hisreſurreftion from the dead , and af- 
cention into heauen , had declared hym felfe ro be 
Chriſt the king of the lewes , andthe ſonne of the _ 


A 


a Ras ot ods ac oat od as. ab ds oh. an ob i 6 A nd oo ih ans wm 


+ 0 


|= 


a comfortatle aifcourſe. 2 


nal! God: WEeTC Com! marcd rot | $TYN IC . when F be and 


, | ,' VS, 

£ thc | IC ned I5% "1 4d; 4 D\ Tike MN f% AT” 24 w x © 4 | JOC- 
_ * * , 

trine of the tree renithsion of tings im idchesChritt, drive 

au a\ the orotic darkncott. $ [ D.2.1 call : TGA: ce, and 


made the ſonne of rivineeou:nctle lets Chriſt our Lorde, 
tolhyne agayne , welhall eu:dent!y perceme this tyme 
rightly to be comprenended 11 thefe wimbers, Foritto 
this number. 1455. the YEA ES FLOFTG th: natiuite of ou 
Lord,to his refurrection, which werc 33 were ded. the 
ſhall the Yeare _ our Lordc, athouſan ie, tyuc hundred, 
eighteenc aryfe in which , and atterwarde, many learned 
men beganneto ſerthem (clues 4gaynit the dorknetle of 
Paviſtes, Now becauſe this lowelt number of tyue , 2 
pertect Arithmetcall, to that ( xceoMmetricall proceedyng 
by a huctold .and very good! ly tourme » dooth aSitwerem 
colours, place before our e yes,the Grecke letter y.which 
15 the fel letter in the name and othce of our cternall 
king , andalſobcing alitle turned , repreſcnterh the 
Croſle , thatis, the badge and noble figne of Chrilt, 
whoſe laſt letter of the Nominatine caſe1s X . Þ V thoſe 
thynges 1 fall into this confideration, that abour theſe 
tymes foretold , the commyng of the Lorde to iudge- 
ment 1s preſignified ; by whiche he ſhall ſhewe hym 
ſelte ro all the worlde , to be Chriſte the ſonne of God, 
promilcd to the Fathers,atterward ſeen of the Tewes.who 
they dyd abhorre, and atlength crucite , whoſe token 
(accordyng tothe iudogement of the Fathers, and Sy4-//es 
Propheſics) alfo in the commyng of the Tore ro fl 
the faythfi: 11, ſhall be like a comfortable Trumpet . bur 
in the ſight of the wo:1de. a Tpor noun, or fimblung 
blocke ro the worlte. That this 1s no va me rramma- 
tion, although i be no ce rtavne demonſtration . m4- 
ny {uch like re aons and e xamples cauſe me to thiake. 
For in many places of the Scripture we of*er yn [.1t 
the Lord hath been greatly delighted in gcuyng them, 
eyther by plaine w oordes, or ſecret prouiden cc Wy tand 
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proper names, by whom ir hath pleaſed hym, tor the glo- 
ry ot his name , to beſtowe vppon his Church any great 
benetire , Hereot is Abram called of God , Abraham, 
and the forerunner of the Sonne of God , called /obn, 
aiid the Sonne of God hym felte receyued a name from 
the Angell, and was call:d eſis, that is, a Lord and Sa- 
uiour, redeemyng the world from fiance : which atter- 
ward receyued a name , accordyng to hys oftice, and 
was called Chri/t,thatis, Annoyntcd,annoynting vs with 
hys holy ſpirit, that ſo we myght acknowledge him to 
be our Chriſt . Wherefore let it not {eeme {traunge vn- 
to vs, ifthoſe letters , by the diuine proudence of God, 
doo contayne many and great miylteries within thern, 
For the Lord God by acertayne incomprehenſible pro- 
uidence, not according to mans wyſedome , or fore- 
knowledge of thinges ro come , dooth goucrne the 
thoughtes and tongues of men , thatmany men, and 
Cities, in which the Lorde God wyll ſhewe cyther hys 
ſingular fauour , and marucilous woorkes of mercy, or 
his anger and heaue diſpleaſure , ſhould receyue fatal 
names accordyngly . And therefore by this reaſon u 
cameto paſle no doubt, that King David, which ſigni» 
fycth well beloued , ſhould receyue a proper name : as al- 
ſo the Prophet Daniel his , ſignifying the indgement of 
the Lorde. Becauſc in hym, the Lorde God dyd ſhewe 
foorth his ſingular kindnefſe many wayes , and in thys 
hys ſecrete iudgement concerning the Empyres of the 
world, and theyr endes, and of the two commyngs of 
Chriſt, the firlt vyle in the fleſh, the ſecond viorious , to 
wdgement. Solykewyſe Babylon receyued a fyr name, 
butin a diuers reſpe& , not onely becauſe that in her 
there was made a confuſion of tongues : but eſpecially 
becauſe of the confounding of manners , and wicked- 
nes of Religion, and Idolatry togeather . Wherefore at 
the lengthit vtrerly cameto naught , &thereis become 
a mcere contuſion in deede of all beaſts and ſerpentes. 
By 


, 
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By a contrary ende Hrernſalem tooke her name, becan'e 
ſhe thould ſee the peace of God in Chrilt, which atter- 
ward ihe dyd furiouſly deſpiſe. I haue heard morcouer of 
Melanithn , which alſo in a certaine booke he dyd pub- 
liſh, thatthatname £42, a Towne of the Oricntal Fri 
and my natiue countrey, hath her deriuation from ruth, 
and hrmeneſle , accMWling to the force of the Hebrew 
woord : Et enim illa vrbs amans veritarts . For (laith he) Fmes, verir1e, 
that citic is a louer of the truth . And how this name a- © %buus 
greeth to that citie in cheſe our dayes, the Lord God hath 
abundantly declared in this, that he hath myraculouſly 
kept vs among thelc ſo daunge rous rempeltes , Conſtant 
in the true doctrine of his Goſpel, agaynſt the manyfold 
ſubrilues of the Diuel : God grauntwe may perſcucr to 
theend 1n all truth and! implicitic of hart, and that this 
patural fallyng,may firmely be vpholden and [tayed, leaſt 
otherwilc it pretend any euyl fortune,and ſo we be called 
nolonger Emaar, that is, conſtant in the truth but Ta/- 
drwn, that is, Fabylomans : which thing God of his mercy 
varnc away from vs vs. Swilallo Erielva, : plaviily telleth 
of Rome, that her name dooth comprehend many woful 
deſtinies, and that in theſe verſes,tranſlated out of Greek 


mrto Latine,by Ca/talion. Libre $ 
Porro quaterderies complebis. terque trecentos FuL : 
+, 
Amnnot, atyue otto cum tepertirgere metam 948 


Tri Tis fata. ro completo Por me rovent, 
Thyend thy nagwe fulfy!d and fates 
(hal cauſe then for to come: 
Of yeare nyne hundred fourtyeyght, 
when fecne (thalbe the fume. 


Nowe after what fort that Propheſfie is fulfvlled, 
Caſtaion (hewee jr hy Annotations vron the (a7 Ci ace, 
to which I ſend the Reader . And thot Koame £15 where 
hath a name according to h cr! "ature, it 15 apparant by 2 


certzine anſweare of Pſi: 
& 7 Roma 


Lo. V tre, 
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Rom 7 q'ut deſ?? J'09 | re dacwit prep ofterits or lo, 
On 14 docuit ! p Ins AS Ver) a elementa, (cies, 

Phans 1 amor elt : Amo ef 4 11s ? prepu/le ras. I"nde hoc? 
Rona mAres. N 2/; Tepinra, jcio, 

Hereot ulloinreſpekt « gy her outward whooredome, 
which ts linked oftentymes with the ſpiritual fornicati- 
on,ſkec is worthely called in hol, y awriPture, an Harlot,and 
Babylon, Sodeme, and Gomorrix, ecret malice, anda pCcO- 
plercbelling againſt God, 


C Of. the rounde and [quare figure, 


of the Climacterian yeares,and of he 
Golden number. 
=I] F nowe theſe and that whiche 
5,8] tolowes, beryghtly conhide- 
LT red, and compared rogeather, 
they wyll ſuthciently thewe 
them ſclucs to be ncither cons 
trarye to the Scriptures , nor 
impertinent to my purpoſe, 
but rather (uch, as (1t they be 
compared with that before 
mentioned) may well bryng 
vs into the remembraunce of the latter dayes : efpect- 
ally ith they,doo as it were in liuely, colours ſer before 
Our CyCs, the perfe&end of this world, and commyng 
ofthe Lord towdgement: And alſo the fiuctold figure 
doothnot onely repreſent the Greek< letter y. or beyng 
ſomewhat turned, the Crofle : bat aiſo both the ſquare 
fhgure and the round. Forthe Crofſ: by e: quall Afſtance 
inthe plaine, dor "th fvll thecircle, and repreſentes the 
roand fourme: but the Greekelerter x rather berokeneth 
the quadrangle hgure, 
Bur (this 1f, xake by the w ay ) if vato the fhuctolde 
ti gure 
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houre , noted by fine vnites on either ſide ys Contrary to 
the myddle number of tive , the foure hgures compre- 
hended inthe fifth, eucn to the perfeft number , were ſer 
ynder,then theſe nicne vnites, may ſo by Art be diſpoſed, 
that euery way we may ſee fiftecne, as by the figure here 
ynderncath may appcarc, 
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* $9 thatthisnumber of fue in the threefold , accor- 
ding to Arithmetike, may ſeeme the moſt perfect, and by 
many figures as it were, to repreſent thoſe- three alterati - 
ns of tyme, of which before we made mention, whoſe 
ende inaiult qnanticic of numbers, perfectly ſer of God 
hym ſelte, ought cggrainly to be looked for. Neither can 
any doubt , but that this figure containyng a maructlous 

equalitic and agreement ot numbers JLET very great 1N- 
cqua/inic (as it may ſceme ) dooth ſignihe ſome great mi- 
ſtcries,as well Diune,as Philo! ophicall: the which, (leaſt 
in thee which may perchaunce ſeeme more darke then 
many of P/atoes runibers, 1 bg ouer tedious to the reader) 
I lcaue tothe conſideration of the ftudious , Bur (that 
we may ſomewhar rerurneto that we hane m hande ) al- 
thou aht the circular and round tigure be of all others in 
ſight moſt fayre, vet ( as isthe whole worlde ) is it very 
vnitable , ſabiccre to alteration , and tull ot rroubles, 
Put the quare fourme 15 firme, conſtant, and ſtable : and 
And thcretore dooth <Arr/forle compare the fame to 2 
Lil. good 
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good and honcſt man, whom hecallcth 7s 7payover, foure 
(quare, the which , howſocuer with 4 i/totle we imagine 
hym;we ſhal neucr hind, Chriſt onely the Rocke,and true 
corner ſtone, retuſed of the buylders , and woorkmen of 
this world, excepted : butin the life to come, we(hall be 
ſuch with Chriſt hym ſelte, Andchertore dooth lob» de- 
ſcribe the holy Hiersſalem, deſcending trom-heauen , to 
be toure (quare: in which, her perſecution , conltancie, 
and continuance , is noted , Becauſe by no yll tortune 1t 
ſhalbe weakened, there thalbe no lamentation, no forow, 
no death : bur perte& ioy, great myrth,and a life endued 
with al {piritual riches, & cycrlaſting : of which the faith- 
tul in the comming of the Lord, ſhalbe partakers. Whoſe 
molt ioytul commyng, about thoſe notable rymes aboue 
mentioned,we looke tor, and long exceedingly tor our 
redemption, 

To theſe may be added, that in the yeare, 88. which 
is the yeare of the world. 5550. ſuche a yeare ſhall en- 
ſue, as to it from the creation of the worlde, by ſenens, 
as it were by degrees and {teppes we may aſcend : as alſo 
the yeare before that. 87. whichis the yeare. 5 5 49. to 
which number auncient Writers haue aſcribed much: 
partly becauſe it is a {quare number, of which aboueit is 
ſpoken : partcly alſo , becaul- it arifeth of ſcuen , ſe- 


* uen tymes doubled. Bur experience , and the aflerti- 


on of the learned, proucs, that cuery ſeuenth yeare from 
their byrth, to their death, 15 very daunger ous, contra- 
ry tonoble wyttes, and notable men of the beſt nature, 
by a certayne agreement they haue with their maker, 
— al that 15 made . hath been created by the woon- 
dertul wyſecdome of God , and by a certiyne ſecrete 
power ivgrafted, tendes to his natural conſernation and 
ſeckes that is belt for. his good ſtate , it very likely ap- 
pcares, that famous men have a more aftinitic with their 
ſecond byrth, the moſt artificial nature being made of 
God, thaneyther bealt, or beaſtly men : and theretore 
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that they are of God more tyed with nature herfclf roa 
certayn tyme. But theſe are counted efpecially Climacte- 
rian yeares, which by ſcuens aſcend , as15 the. 21. yeare, 
which dooth conlilt of three tymes ſeuen. Such be. 42. 
and.63.yeres,coiing as wel by nynes, as by ſcuens, and 
therfore be they indged to be very hurttul to notable te- 
lowes. For in that yere of their lite dyed Luther , Mela. 
tthon, Martyr,and other excellent men in all ages: as alſo 
Eraſmns 15 thought to haue lettthis world in the ſcuenty 
yeare of his age . But whether the like yeares be ftarall to 
al the world, as they arc to particuler men, weleaueitto 
the indge:nentot others, Yet it thele thyngs menrtio- 
n-d, for a certaynelike proportion of numbers, doo in- 
clude any ſecretreaſon , bycauſe ( as Pie faith ,) Har- 
10:i4rerum naturam /ib1 ipſam CONpgruere Cor : The con- 
ſent of thyngs, makes Nature to agree to her ſelfe : it is 
credible and likely, that the laſt end of the world, and of 
all mankynd , dooth conſiſt of like proportion of num- 
bers,as doth a part: Becauſe man 1s 1n Tk a part of the 
-yorld,and therfore1s rightly called of the Philoſophers, 
þcyoxog pes ,alitle world. Agayne of thyngs palt, a 
ro come are gathered, ſeeing that the courſe of time , the 
inclinations of the ſtarres, the circuite of fue hundred 
yeares, and that ſingular proportion of numbers , in the 
number of fue ( of whiche hitherto we haue ſpoken,) 
come to paſle about the ſame tyme altogether, and haue 
al oneand the ſclte ſame reaſon. All which (to fpeake 
the truth ) were conieCtures of no weight, and coulde 
proue nothyng , dyd not Chriſt and Paul in plaine words 
ſignifie vnto vs , that the worldes ende , together with 
the glorious commyng of the ſonne of God to iudge- 
ment, areat hand, and as itwereat our doorcs : when 
we (hal fo plainly perceyue the Goſpel of the kingdome 
of Chriſt to be preached throughout all the world , and 
the ſonne of perdition, by the ſpirit of Gods mouth 
to be ſo confounded, that nothing (hal ſcene to be = 
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kynd, but his vrter defamation : and to this purpoſe f- 
nally doo ſerue other cormcctures , as 1s aboue decla- 
red, 

Here by reaſon of numbers , one thing more, well 
woorthy to be marked, becauſe it agrees with that aboue 
mentioned, comes into my mynde , whiche was tolde 
me by an honeſt man, \ kyltull in Altrononue , and Geo- 
metrie,and of good credit. For he ſayde,that in the yeare 
1568, when Ericns king of Sverh/ wide ( whiche then was 
inarmes ) had by force taken trom the Linoni.vre , a cer- 
taine ca{Ute firuated in the land Of called Sorerborch, 
he by good fortune was lodged with a certayne noble 
Altronomer, with whom by reaſon of their ſtudyes, he 
was very tamiliar . Being in talke one day, he brake out 
intotheſe woordes, and layd, O miſcrable and horrible 
dayes,which from the yeare. $970, now at hand, thal en- 
ſuc and continue many yeares. His gueſt aſked him, How 
ſo? He anſvearcd, Becauſe , when the number of rhe 
yeares of Chriſtes Natiuitie dooth contayne within it, 
tor certayne yeares the Golden number of cucry 1 
(which is ſeldome ſcene ) then ithath of long ryme been 
obſerued,and hiſtories doo witnefle the fame , that infi- 
nite calamities , and intollerable rroubles haue chumn- 
ccd, Butnow trom the.70.yeare now at hand, vntyl the 
yeare. 77. there ſhalbe among the yeares of the byrth of 
Chriſt, and betwene the Golden number of cuery yeare 
ſuch an agreement, as. 1.5.7. which being iovned togea- 
ther by addition, domake. 13. Now thisnaber. 13. isthe 
Goldcennumber of the yeare. 1 570: andin the ſixe other 
immediately inſuing. And therfore he dyd a#yrme, that 
in that yeare the watry Element thould gouerne , and 
ſhouldpreſage g orcat ouerflowi inges of watcr . Butinthe 
yeare.73.w hich is the myddlc of theſe ſeuen, the F urthly 
Elzment, for ſome notable cauſe, ſhould looſe of his ver- 
tue, by reaſon w hereof,a woor derfull ſcarſitic of things 
ſkouldenſuc, as afterward it cameto paſſe. —_— 
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he ſaid,that in the 76, yeare the ayre ſhould be corrupt,.x 
the plagde ſhould be incuery place. After whichethoulde 
ſucecede three yeares : the hirit of whiche.. 1577, dooth 
by the forcſaide reaſor: comprehend inirtwenty in num- 
ber, and if from this number. 15. whiche 1s the chictelt 
golden number, & the golden number to the yere going 
betore, were taken away, then one , whiche is the begin: 
ung ; of the number,and the gol« lennun nber ot this ycarc 
doth remain, and (o in the othe rtwotolowing, andno 
further. And therefore in the yeare. 77, the hirie Element 
(hal eric his force, and breede emis mM and warres. And 
againe, inthe yeare. 78. a greeuous pettilence thal dil, 
patche verye many, And in the yeare. 79, againc half 
come greare ſcarſitic of all fruite. Finally hz (aide, Be- 
cauſe. 19. 15 the higheſt Golden number , it thall bee 
founde , that that number trom the, 70, yeare, ( when 
this firſt agreement beganne)counting, 19.thal as it were 
by a tynger, poynt yntothe. 88, ycare. Forfrom the.70. 
yeare tothe, 88. {0 many yeares come betweene : abour 
whiche ryme ( according to the 0] anions almoſtec of - 
Mathemaricians ) very dyrcfull and myſcarble thinge 
thall become to paſſe. Becauſc by good CXPCETIENCE , be 
boldely (aide , that the Lorde God maker and | KCCPCr ot 
all order,dy d orderly by a certainenumber,meaſure,and 


alpeR of t the Starrcs rule and gouernac the whole Firmna- 
mended heauen, 

And therctore becauſc oftheſe thinocs whiche hane 
been ſpoken,we2 do well yenough and tutficiently knowe, 
that the kingdome of God is at hande : let vs lyft vp 
our hcades to heaucn : let vs contemne all wortdclre 
thynges : let cucry man calt awaye ſ:curitic,and dofire of 
picaſure , by who'c intfcementes, th & myn leis far 


led”: let cuery man frame hym (fe ro learne what is 
__ dan Il godlincfi : let hym prepare hym ſelte to the 
Croſle : let hym profite &good working.in truc call-n2 
yppon the name of the Lorde, and put on the armonr of 
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rightcouſnes,that it the aduerſary chalenge vs into com- 
bate,we may by no flattery , by no force, by noterrour, 
by no torments be drawen and pluckt away trom Chriſt. 
Thealmighty God be preſent with vs continually with 
his diuine afsiitance, and detend vs eucrmore againſt all 
the inuaſions of the Diucl , by which he would bring vs 
from our fayth,driue vs out of hope,and (o barre ys trom 
our kingdome whuch is in heauen, 


« Of the manner and effett of the 


Lordes commyag to iudgement , with 
an cxhortation to watchfulneſle, 


=] Ytherto by Diuine teſtimo- 
nies it hath been ſhewed, that 
certainly the worlde mult be 
deltroyed , and allo by O- 
racles , and probable rea 

ſons and coniectures it hath 
beene proucd, that the glo- 
rious commyng of the Lorde 
is at our doores , and can- 
not be farre of , although 
we knowenotthe certayne yeare , daye , and houre of 
hys commyng. Ittolloweth therefore , that bothe 
for the edifying of the Churche , and refourmyng of 
our manners , that we alledge teſtimonies out ot holy 
Scripture , both of the manner of the commyng of 
the Sonne of God to iudgement , and of the effecte 
of the ſame . After that the Sonne of God Chriſte 
our Lorde and Sauiour , by the ſecrete counſayle of 
God the Father , had determined for our faluati- 
01S , and ſausfying the wrathe of God , too ſuffer 
death, 
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death,he rooke vppon him the ſhape of a {cruaunt,was in 
the worlde poore and milcrable , tooke pacientlye all 
tauntes and mockes , and (uftered hunicite ro be con- 
demned though vniuſtly , and (hameftully to be crucity- 
ed : butin his ieconde commyng , he thall not onely ap- 
pearelyke a chyete Monarch of thy s worldc, but (ball 
thewe hymſclte to be a Kyng ſince the begynning of the 
world,and him which calt the mightic{t trom their ſeate 
ot Maicſtic, and exalted che humble , and turned Em- 
pyres at hys pleaſure . Alſo he (hall declare hym ſelte 
to be the Sonne of God , cocquall in deitye wyth 


God w eternall Father : fo that then the courſe of 


thyngs (hall be chaunged, for he in that day (halbe tudge, 
and wſtly condemne thoſe, of whom he was judged, 
and againſt al equitic togeather with hys members con- 
demned , and which haue obſtinately and without 


| reaſon perſiſted i in impictic . For the woordes of Chritt 


inthe, 25. of Matthew , by which accordyng to the ca- 
pacitie of man , the laſt iudgement is depaynted , arc 
theſe : Cum weneris films homunts in mateſtate ſua , or om- 
ves angel cum eo , tune ſedebit ſuper ſedem mate; Pati ſu, 


Darvel 2 
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Nath. $. 


& congregabuntur ante eum omnes gentes, (Nemo enim - 


qui vnquam viat ,cft, & erir, hociudicio eximetur) 5 
ſeparabit e05 ab inuicem, ſicnt p« aftor ſegregat ones ab hedzs, 
C Harxer ones quidem 4 dextris ſins. Twnc dicet Rex his 9's 
a 5 Fav ers erunt : Ventte benedittt Patris met , poſſivlete pa- 
ratum vobis regnum 4 ron(tttutione mund: , &e. Er his 740 
a /miſtris , dicet : Diſcedete a me maleditth , in ignem eter- 
mum qui paratns et Diabols 5 A, ngelis ens. | hati IS, When 
the ſore of man (hall come m his maieſtte , and all his Angels 
with him , then ſhall he fit vppon the throne of his maieste, 
and all Nations ſhalbe gathered togeather before hym , ( For 
none which euer was, is, orſhalbe, from this iudge- 
ment ſhalbe exempted ) and he ſhall ſeparate thems , exen 
a: a ſhepheard doth ſegregate the ſheepe from the roates ,and 
foallplace the ſheepe on hus right hand £ Then ſhall the Kimg 
bM », [4 e 
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ws prepared forthe Uinell, avd tis A nels. 
Becauſe theic have done no deede's of charitie , but haue 
continually rebelled againit God : but rhe other haue 
done much better , becaule by realon of their taith , they 
hane tulhilled al! woorkes ot mercies, and hauc been with 
one mind with God. 

In which Sermon, Chrit doth apply him (clfe to mans 
q_—_ , and borroweth lus ſunlitude from an vp- 

ghr king and indge ot this worlde, whiche dooth pro- 
nounce lawful ſentence , whether it be of abſolution , or 
condemnation ocapcing to our woorkes, be they good 
or bad, and by and by dooth execute the ſame, Like- 
wile Pane dooth (hewe the manner, howe Chriſte in his 
laſt commyng thall appeare to all the clee whiche eucr 
were, or thalbe , in thcic woordes : Hoc enm: wobis dic 
mus im verbo Domin,quia nos qui vinumns, qui reſudui ſum 
in adnentu Dom, non prenenemmus quis dormerunt , Os 
mum le Dominns im tnlſm (> ir voce «Are hangeli , & in 
tba Dei deſcendet de calo, (> morin qu m Chriſto ſunt ,re- 
ſurgent primi. Dew de nos qui vinimngs , ſimul rapiemuy cun 
illtc 1m nubmbus , obnt. im C hriito m aera, & fic ſemper FL. 
Domino erimnus. Thicwe ſay wnto you m the word of the 
Lord .that we which me , and ave the remnant in ” the Lordes 
hall not Foe betore them which /lt CePe , Bec ac the 
Lov: { himſelf , in the commanndement and 1 "once of an Arch. 
aveel, and in the trumpet of God, ſhall deſcend tr om heanen, 
as ls rbich are dead un ( brift, hall frit aviſe. Alters 
warde we which doo line , ſhall to neather with them be ca- 


COmmmy 'C, 


ried in the Clondes to meere Chryit in the ayre , and {o hat 
Allo Pawxle teacheth, that in a 
moment , in the twinckelyng of an cye , in the laſte 
ſounde of the Trumpet, the dead hall ryſe yncorrupt, 
and 
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t of GCd and the booke to be Oponcys 
and the dcad to be tudoed out of that which was written 
, . / $% LL, £ & | % . . # 8 

according to their woorkes. And he whiche was not 
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tounde written inthe booke of hte, was calt into a bur- 
n\ ngl ake , Bur S1brl Erthream her verics called e1- 
eroſtichides, which were read / as1it ſeemerth) but not well 
ynderſtood of Cicero, doth notably depaint the lalt com- 
myng of Chriſt, and deſtruction of the worlde . Which .,, 
verſes were greatly c{tcemed of the Fathers, as appeareth « 
both out of Er/chries and Anontine, Forout of thele au- 
thours which wcre betore the byrth of Chrilt, as alſoin * 
Uarroand in reels, 4. Erlop tt 15 cuident that thele Ora- 


cles were of great antiquitte, inſo much that they were <p... ; 
counted as diuinc Reuclations : and therefore wyll we wiate Dei, 


toyne thoſe Latine verſes ynderneath, and the rather, bi- 
cauſe in them nothing can be tound , which 1s diflonane 
Om rhe w zOrd Ot 4 :04 . Aero Pres war VErices arc thoſe, 
« ..olc hrit letter depends one of the other, The letters in 
Greeke were theſe ; Incvovs yatSes bis ins , awry , Favges. 
In Latine theic: 


IESVS CHRISTVS DEI -FIL- 
LIVS, SERVATOR, CRVX, 


Which verſes of Sybrl, were thus 
turncd into Latinc. 
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Jr the [econ COmmunyg 0 


C ovporeorum animas hominum,quo iudicet lim 
H orrebn torus cum denſis vepribus orbis. 
R encient cf opes homes, ſunulachraq, cunt a, 
E .xwretg, ws terras, Calumg,, Salumg,. 
I ncendet 9, fores anguit; carcerts Orcs. 
S anitorum:. J, Ones cars libor 4 readira,lucen 
T wc repetet : ſemper cruciabut flamma [celestos, 
V rque quis occulte peccanerit ommia dicet: 
S ub lucemg, Deus reſerabit pettora clanſa. 
D emes ſtridebunt,crebreſcent vndique lucins: 
E t lux aeficiet, ſolemg,, nitentiag, attra, 
I nuoluert Clos, > Lune ſplendor obibir, 
F ofſ as attoller, mga deprimet ardnua monte. 
I mpedietg, mibil mortales amplins alt. 
L onga carma fretum non [cindet ; montibus arua 
I pſa equabuntur : Nam fulmine torrida tellin 
V nag, > ficct fontes, (> flumina hiabunt, 
S iderersg, ſono triſti tubs clanget ab oris, 
S tultorum facinus moerens, mundig, dolores, 
E t chaos oftendet, i tartara, terra dehiſcens, 
R egeſq, ad ſolum /iitentur numinis omnes. 
V we de Colo fluet ignea [ulphure mixto, 
A x 1 pad {15-8 | 2692.9 notabit 
T empore eo lignum, gornu peramabile fidis 
O ppoſirnes mundo caſus, ſed vita piorum 
R efþergends larans duodeno forte vocator, 
C ompeſcetg, pedo ferrato cutfude gentes. 
R extibi nunc noftris deſcrmrus m ordine ſunmms 
V erſibur, hic noiter Dems ett, nottreg, ſaluts 
C #ndtor eternms , perpeſſus nome nottro, 
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IESVS CHRIST, THEFSVN 


OF GOD, THE SAVIOE, 
AND CROS, 


Which ter (v5 of Sybil, ave thus turned into Enylife, 


I N ſweating (hal the carth ſhew toorth a ſigne of dreadful doome. 
E ke downe trom skyesſhal come a kvng ,that cuermorc ſhal raigne 
'$ © thatal fleſh th; it k1 tg thal ad; 26,and al the world ſo wyde; 
'vV ntaythtul with ti xefaythful men, thal ice God facetoface, 
S itting with his molt glorious {laintes,when that the world ſhal end, 
C omuimyng toiudge the foules of men,when he (hal ſee his tyme. 
H orribly (hal the w world be with Bryars oucrgrowne, 
— eic& (hal men their riches quite,and Idols throw aw ay, 

n burnyng hal the fyre contume the heauens,the earth,the ſea: 
- o ſhal the wotul gates of lothſome hel beer on tyre, 
T hatal theflehot righteous men, being ſo ſer free, to light 
"'T hen may returne : cternal tyre the wicked thal torment. 
H ow cuer ſecret are their ſinnes, he ſhalreucale them al: 
E keſhal he there declare the faultes of men,and ſecrets al, 
© ore gnalhing there of teeth, and wailings ſhal ech where be heard, 
.* ntotheglittering Sunne and Starres,ſhal light be quite denayd. 
N ow ſhal the skyes be folded in, the Moones light ſhalbeloſt. 
O fralleys ſhal he rayſe the depthes,and Mountayns lay ful low, 
F rot n wandring wide, the ſalt (ca fome, ſhal hy nder men no more. 
G reat hips ne {mal thal paſſe no more the ſea : the mountains ſteepe 
O n pl: yoones :Heuel lye : for why,thecarth with lightning parchr, 
D ryedeecpe (hal gape with khceate floods ſhalbe dried, & fountains ab 
T henſhalthe Tr: mpſound out a noyſe tro skies.w ith earnfull tune 
H eauyly waylyn 2the miſdcedes of fooles, and worldes gricte. 
E arth and Hel gipyng then beneath,thal great confuſion ſhew 
S$ tates and all kin: 2s thal then 2ppeare, before ( ;ods iudgement ſcar, 
A nd dow afro heaven | thal tal a ſtreame, of brymſton mixt with tyre, 
_ V ntoal menatamous ſigne,wherby they may be known, 
I nthoſedayes ſhalbe geuen,cuen by the wood, 1 trum moſt dcere, 
Q f althe faithful much eftcemd, but to thew or! des (care, 
R epoling truſt incarthly things,acaule of great offence, 

At 


U/ the ſecond comming of Chriſt, 


t thatryme likewiſe tal ſuch men as led a godly life, 
= 34 $12" WCIECT 11 CCl | Ith Dutt cal 1 to purer ltate, 
D rencht deepelh al tully clcanied bemn.xi.clearc runnyng ſireames, 
C ontro! hethal the nations torce, with his ſtrong ſtecled. ttatfe? 
R eciting now our king in vcrie,whom here we hauc (ct toorth, 
(>) t Godour Lord thisis ther 12mc,the worker of our wealth, 
S$ tablilacr of althe world,who tuttred tor our hcalth. 


' Nowel hope theſe teſtimonies alleged, may ſufhce to 
prooue vnto vs, the maner of the commyng ot the Sonne 
ot Cod, and of the worldes oucrthrowe. For it is not tor 
man to ſpeake more of the ſame , then he hath lear- 
ned out of holy Scripture, Yet ſomewhat longer wyll we 
ltayec in deſcriby ng the greatneſlc of the happy lite ot the 
godlye , and paynes of the vngodlve: and yet no 
turther wyll wee goe,then the holy Sc ripture dooth leade 
vs to conſider. Certaincit is, and w ithout all contro- 
ucrſie, thatnothing can be imagined of greater happy- 
neſle,and bc ter cla te,then is God the ch icfelt good -2nd 
that that felicitic whichisin God ,is as great and Vi 
chcable,as 1s his ommipotency, by whict he created 
heauen and earth ot nothing , by his woord alone, And 
thereforeit toloweth, that thoſe which are ot one mynde 
in Iclus Chriſte with God. bee alſo partakers of thoſe 
goodes whiche arc in God, and as-beloued chyldren 
1m Chriſt,and heyres of all their tathers riches, which are 
infinite and inconprehenſible. And theretore Pav/e 

1 Cor, 2, fayth Our ot Ela * T hat the eve hath ot (e ene, 10? the eare 
s gn hat God hath 
prep. wed for [uich as lowe him þ. But _ r celelti:; il and n- 
uilible,are not "8 apparant , and ihinc before our eyes, as 
earthly and viſible things,to whiche we are tooto ercatly 
addidicd : and therfore the holy Ghoſt by 1a», in his Re- 

Yo.2. welation, helping the weakeneſſcof our tudgementgdoot [1 
liken the kingdom of God to a certain great & large city, 

which he doth calths holy Hrernſ.ilem,whole gates are of 
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precious ſtones,and whoſe walles and ſtreates are of pure 
golde , then the which-nothing is more excellent in the 
kghrof men . And he dooth allo call that citie , ( of the 
which all the ele&ihalbe perperual citizens ) T abernacss 
hum Det cums bomwnbues , &> habuabit cum es ,  1p/s populs 
em erwont , > iþſe Dexs cum es erit : The Tabernacle of God 
wah men and he hal dwell with them ,and they ſhatbe his peo- 
pleyand he ſhalbe therr God. Finally,that there is the fulneſle 
ot all telicitie, where Gods alin all, in whiche place wee 
hal know hym perfectly , cuen ashe is . And therefore 
rue thatvoyce, which Tohn1n his Reuelation hearde 
from heauen: Gears movin Jer 1 Domuny mor ins 7 Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead which dye in the Lord : ox thoſe are bleſſed, 
which the Lord at his commyng ſhall finde vigilant, wile, 
aud ſober. 

: -  Now,ifnothing be more happy (as in deede no- 


| things) then toimoy the ſightof theeuerluyng God, 


andro be inberitours of eternall lyfe : certaynely by a 
contrarye , nothyng can be imagined more wretched 
and miſcrable, then with Diue!s to be caſt tor eucr out 
of the ſight of God, into eternall tormentes andpaynes 
of Hell, at whoſe very remembraunce , the Dyucll hym 
ſclte in an horrible rage dooth quake and*tremble . For 
ſith God is altogeather infinite, and his juſtice incompre- 
henſible, and ſinnes be cleane contrary ro his vnſpeakea- 
ble iuſtice, it muſt needes folowe,, that they al/owult be 
uniſhed with erernall paynes .. And that this 15 true,otr 
auenly father (heweth moſt plainky.in k1s only beget+ 
ten ſonne, which for our (Cake he ſentivtothe fleth, that 
he myght take vpon hym the fourme of a (crua:imt , and 
ſuffer death for our offences. For the iuſhice of God, 
for our ſipaes if our fleſh, dyd exact ſuihcient (acisfacti- 
on : and his diuimepitie, an infinite rwerey towardes all 
the elet. And therfore the ſonne of God, of one ſub- 
ſtance wirhyhis eternal father , and cleareneſſe of his g'c- 
rye,was almoſt compelled to ſubie& himiclteynicr him, 
N.t, ria: 


Of the ſecond comming of ( briſt, 
that ſo he myght pacifie Gods anger , and publiſhe 
his vnſpeakeable mercye towardesall mankynde : eſpe- 
cially rowardes all them whiche woulde wyth a lyucly 
fayth take holde of , and imbrace hym . Nowe that 
the mynde of man myght conceyue the greatneſſe of 
Gods diſpleaſure agaynite our finnes, -the holye Scri« 
_ nchjng ſimiltades from ſenfible rhyngs , dooth 
yuely ferthe ſame before our cyes : that ſo it —_— 
ly and flexible hartes geue any credite to the mani 


woorde of God , and benot hardened lyke ſtones, we | 


myght conceyue the greatnefle of the ſame . For Chriſte 
Mr. .. (ooth compare thar eternall caſtyng our of his Fa- 
Rakes. ” your , toa very darke pryſon, tocuerlaſtyng fyreand 
Math, 13, ynquencheable,toextreime horrour, with perpetual 
&Apo.c2.20 (hyng of teeth . And Iohn in his Reuelation fayth , 
».*% thatthevngodlyſhalbethrowen intoa fierylake , full of 
Brymſtone , in whiche they ſhalbe continually for cuer 
tormented : then the which , mans mynde can thinke no 
thyng more horrible,more intollerable . Al which Sybil 
m her Oracles comprehended in theſe verſes tranſlate 
ourof Grecke, 


Nec erit modus vile coruns 
Platus, neque vox triſtes diftin{ta quere/as 
Dinerſas referet : verum ſub notte profunda 
Tartarea nigra, laniante dolore , pro " 
Clamorem tollent : atque in regione profant 
Ter tantum ſoluent, quantuns fecere malorim, * 
Tom: confetti multo : trum dentibus omnes 
Seridentes , acr1tabeſcent vique, ſirtque 
Optanduns mort dicent, fugientque Vocanter. 
Non iam mortis enim requien , non nofti; habebung, 
CAlulta quidems fruftra ſupremi numina Parris 
Oraburnt : ſed £05 WiC anerternur aperte, 
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Ne (hal their woful cries haue ende, 

Nor yet their earnful plaints abrode diltin&ted voyces ſende. 

But weltryng ſtyl in darknefſe deepe, in hel which ſtyl doth raigne, 

Shal lift their clamor from the'depth, when they be pincht with pane 
Andin that wicked region(hall ſuffer (marr, and ſuch, 

As equal ſhalbe to their wicked deedes,and twice ſo much, 
Tormented ſtyl in hugie flames of fires,then hal they firſt oo 
With gnaſihyng teeth quite pine away in payne, and parchyng thirlk, 
. Thenſhal they with tor death,and while they calflee talt atright, 

Thus (hal they nener reſt from doleful death, and noyſome night. 
And often to the tather high (hal cal, and ſue tor grace, 
Bur al in vaine : for from their cryes he hal turne backe his face, 


O that blyndenefſe of mans mynd, and that madde 
doubtyng of theſe diuine'promiſes of eternall lyte : O 
that hardened and flyntic hart of ours , whiche 15 not 
mooued , nonot with theſe horrible threates of Gods 
heauie difpleaſitre , but continning ſecurely in all im- 
peetie, never asketh pardon tor ſuch wylſuloffendyngy 
and amenderth : enen as though the Scripture were bur 
lyes, andrheſc dinine Oracles, prophane fables . For 
by thoſe thyngs which have come ro paſſe , and by true 
demonſtractionof Gods holy ſpirite ,” it is apparaunt, 
that nothyng is more certayne , then thar theende of al} 
thynges hangeth on our ſhoulders . Trucly great 15 the 
force of ſinne, and marueylous is 1h: rage of Satan in 
theſe latter dayes , he endeuoircth by all meanes that 
polcibly he canto bryng the whole worlde into adetpe. 
rate ſecuritie of lyte , thar ſo he maye haue mary parta-+ 
kers of his tormentes in Hell , from whichethere 15 no 
redemption, But how much better had ir been, we had 
eyther ncucr b-ene borne , or at the leaſt becne voyd! 
of reaſon, with Beaſtes and Serpentes , or cls tevne Cil- 
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prichtas ſooneas we were borne, it eyther we enioy not 
thar place, for which we were created , or come not to 
the cele(tiall Paradyſe , and to the marryage of our 
Soouſc our Lordeiand Samour lelu Chrilt , where ſhalbe 
the tull abundance of all delyghtes , and pertection of 
all pl-aſure. 

Wherefore ler vs caſt from vs , both our careleſſe 
ſecuritic , and wiltrult of the promyles of God : let vs 
renoance the Diuecll , and all the woorkes of the fleſhe, 
which are not ſuttkcrable by the woord of God, and let vs 
litten to the friendly ad!nojution of our Sauiour Chriſt, 
warnyng vSintheſe woordes : 7 ake heede, leatt at any tyme 
your myndes be onerladen with ſurfett yg , and dronkenneſſe, 
and cares of this life , and ſothe ſodaine daye of the Lorde 
tahe you Vnawarcs : for enenas 4 ſnare it ſhall come wppon 
all whiche tte vppon the face of the earth. Be yee watch- 
foull there ore at al tymes : ( and as Matthawe addeth , be- 
carnſe yee knowe not the howre m whiche your Lords wyll 
rome ) praying , that yee maye eſcape all theſe things whiche 
ae 19 come', and maye /tande before the ſoune of Man. Vl 
if the commyng of theeues and ſtealers of our carthi'y 
goodes be to bee teared , wyth how great care, with how 
great diligence and watchtulnefſe , thoulde we ſceke to 
eſcape thoſe enemyes , which woulde ſpoyle vs of our e- 
xernall ryches , and Kyagdome of heauen ? Here wee 
vic great heede and wyſcdome to preſerue our mortall 
bodyes from hurt and daunger : but to ſauc our foules 
which areimmortAl, trom eternall paynes in hcll, we are 
alrogeather careleſſe, nothyng crcumipet . And yet 
more woulde it beſeeme the chyldren of lyght , to be 
more caretull in ſeekyng and keepyng thoſe rhynges 
whych are celeſtall , than are worldlyngs paynetullia 
eariching them ſclues wyth ſuch thyngs as thzy are ney- 
ther ſurero enioy whyle they are alyue: nor can aſſure 
them of any 1oye wheinrhey aredead, Yealetys _ 
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and perſwade our hies , thatin the ſygit of God it is 
not thametfull , but abhominable , that the clece or 
choſen people of God which thoulde be wyle and cir- 
cumſpet , thail in thys care be ſurpaſſed of wicked 
worldlynges ; and the njare hyghly we di{pleaſe or 
God, by how much the things which welo licle eftecaie, 
are more excellent then that whych they ſo hunt at- 
ter , berweene whych ( fo ſurpalsyng 15 the treaſure 
prepared tor the godlye ) there 15 no compariſon, 
Thys exhortation though it pertayne toall men at all 
rymes , yet now eſpecially in theſe Caungerons dayes, 
in whiche cucrye whers we fee ſo many by ſuddayne 
and ſtraunge death to be. taken our of this world : and 
becauſe eucrye man (hall dye ( though the certayne 
houre and daye none dooth knowe ) and ſhall eyther 
woofully b» ſent arhong the Diucls into hell, or ioytully 
be receyucd into the felowſhip of the faythtull in hea» 
uen, 

Wherefore ſyth the ſpirit in the faythfull 1s willing, 
but the fleſhe verye weake and blynde in heauenlyec 
Liynges, we arc to beſcech our heauenly father in con- 
tinuall prayers, that by hys holy ſpirx he would gayly 
more and more encr-aſe and ſtrengthen our weake 
and feeble fayth , And therefore wee hartely defire thee 
O eternallfather, that thou wylr not vererly breake vs, 
though we bowe notas we ſhould , weyther deale with 
juſtice, though wee doo not our dueryes, according to 
thy wyll : but kerpe vs good God in thy welbelo- 
ued Sonne , il'uminare our myndes with thy holy ſpt- 
rit, by which we may be prepared to all good woorkes, 
intruc holynefle, and newnelle of Ilyte + that fo with 
Pax/e wee maye do{yre to leaue this world and to bee 
with Chriſt , and {© in the commyng of the Lorde, bc- 
ing ftoundereadve wyth ovlc in our Lampes, and ador- 
ncd wyth our weddyng girmentes , we may fynde en- 

N.ul. trance 
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tance to the Lordes , which thou forthy ſonne, 
and his beloned poulrrhe Churche, haſte IT 7 
red, and appoynted trom the begyrnyng 
of the worlde, To thee therefore Q 
heauenly father , to thy onely 
otren ſonne , and to 
holy Ghoſt our 
- comforter, be all 
prayſe, honor, 
and glory,tor 
cuer and c- 
uer, A- 
men, 
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